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' eſpecially weak Belicvers. "a 
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be n ors, ; v4Iwe;S hd 2fafoſia th 1b 
s'ofdan and uncertinty 3. Fae all:o-- 4; 
4 | Arti 4 doubtfal and wavering. con= I. - 
dition, on to vinke our Culling and Eletjion' ſures.” Þ -. 
I =to ſet up a ſpiritual Militia, and to put the ſoul .-'Þ- , 
= ina a of defence, in ſuch an heavenly pre- | 
3 +.-P Earns as it may be fit to meet with all condi= 
-—tions3. He ſhall not be afraid of -evil ridings .» his 
eart i fixed truſting # T God : H: is juſt like the 
Þ.--P WIG ophers+good aan, T$7;«500, four- | 
:; WS thats c caſt him Where you will, like a Dy, 
$ cs fareand (e uare 3 *'He's.. built up- 
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ite Take touhdation that the whole Charctr 
A Fa He! $builc apon a Rocks andthotgh 
| the waves dx, and ah& wide: riſe, though. .the 
jo ” form encreaſe , and the floods teat in , yet the 
Hs ands, ds, rh: foundation $ ſure,*t tis bult _ 

06k, and the gateswof hell Jodlt-not prevail'a-: 
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*Ged, as Chriſt prawiſes to. the Church, of: Phila- } 
-delp 1; og ike one of thoſe; Pillars y $04 0- 1 
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| ie” . The White Ste! 7 
{ Chaps, 2008/2" 'to! perſiade the Chan 3 
4 ©kuxches of Pontiket ( #latid;\ Cappadocia Aſiny * 4 
'J |. Rs 00: ewtotefeiarthey would b 
Rf "Fr iL ty Fark AL J ; 'gracesof God that . 
4 #& $6510 bs ow 41 gucey andatlds' 'grace*tg' 
' grace, &16 > 35 ke: Stn came - 
/ to a full aid PortEMarartict Obbiſt: Fortfe! 
| -#hut.lac 5 theſe '* fall re I C 
| canmot? +4 u farre off : he's pore-blindgind cb 52 
not ſte ſo faras haven and heavenl s: And. 3 
they heis forgetful roo ofthe yer firſt prices 72 
pls and ruditnents of Grace he forgets that he 
was purged from his former fins in the Laver © 3 
of Regeneration in Baptiſme, when he firlt en= 
tzred into Covenant with God. 
IV herefore do ye rather give Hiligence to make _ 
j your Calling, &c. You that have apiritaal eye, 2} 
and an-efilighrened ſou), © and 'can difeern'the 7 
\ } things'of God, atid you that aromindfullof the 
« } Covenant wiade wit 24 him, do you,brethrengir e, 3 
 J ©c. for this if any thing will make: you'frairful ' 2 
F inthe works of grace ; for. by: thief yan + Milt - 


> | maintain your aſſurance: theſeare'theqratts and 2H 
L Þ evidences of your ſalvation; che-frittes- of E 2 *g 
4 ſpirie, and the firft'fraies of erernal life,” Chi Ta 
© J-ans that make their Calling x and Pfaftin. 
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6 . Thewhite Stone. 
I and Beze ſaies indeed , that he tound it in wo; 
E ancient Copies, but though it be left out in the - 
| letter, yet we includeit inthe ſenſe ; good rea- - 
| ſontoleave it out in the text, becaule "all the 
- Greek Copies do, two only excepted ; bur yet. 
- wetake it in in the interpretation,and freely ac- 


% knowledge that no Chriſtian can be affured of 
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= — his ſdvation, who is got fruitful and abundant 
-. * ngcod works, as Fulke and Carthwright do very 
WV well fatisfic the Rhemiſis Tranſlation. : 
& . Inthe words you have (r.) Anuſual compel. 
F _  Jation, Brethren.” (2.) An Apoſtolical ex- 
E  . - hortation, andthat to a doubledury, one . 
=. _fſuboxdinateto another. 4 
'\. The(n.)andprincipal in intention, tomake 
| yourCalling ®EleRion ſure. The (2.) (which 
”  1sameanstotheformer,) to give diligence. And. 
-  ifyoulook upon the firſt again , you ſhall finde 
* init, (1) A. propriety , your rag Fa E- 
= le&on. (2.) A method and order, firſt your. 
-” Calling, and then your El:&ion. | | 
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E - As for twoofthe particulars, wee?l but point: 
- - at them, becauſe they are not ſo properly inten«. 
"I ded inthe words. For , 46,417 5%. ll 
* 2. The compellation is {r:quent and obvious in 


WI every Epiſtle $ and ſhews . | 
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4 An Apoſtolical Suede,by which they were - 
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* The white Stone. 7. 4 
chem "br aff-ftion does ſro engage the - 
judgement. And all S— little enioufti - | 
20 win hearts, and prevail upon ſome rhens ſpt- ] 
rits. ds. 4 3 

2. An Apoſtolical mecknefs: Peter a Star of 
the firſt magnitude, yer calls the leſſer Sporades 
his brethren ; A glorious and eminent Chrifti< 

| anzarall Cedar in Lebanon , yet acknowledges 
' | the meaneft and Joweſt Chriftians his brethren. 
He learnt this of his Lotd and Maſter, who was - 
not aſhamed to call them brethren; And ſhall che 
Diſciple be above his Lord? *Twere well if the” 


4 Pope, who will needs be Saint Peters facceffor, 
3 wonld follow him in this. And whoart thon, 
« | Oprophane I#ne!, that feoff:Rat the Children 
n | of the Promiſe under this very nteand notion 
44 ofthe brethren? 
af 2: And then asfor the propricty, 9a rlw xxlvt; 
> | your Calling and EleQion. F 
wh 1. None can be affured of another mans cid i 
| vation, unleſs it be of ſach whom the Serit 
ned t<llsus were in-the ſtatdf Grace 3 whoſe finces* 
on | Tity is made famous ro atheworld to who”. 


the ſpirit hach ſer irs broad ſeat, and 9Hven t | 
a publick teſtimony that they: were within the” 
"1 ©overiant : for other#'we Know in general, that 
of there aye a feleft and peealiar ORs v x, | 
x 'Sodthaschoſey out "_— jewels, bat we cat 


% 


« Thi Py « 
: Wh 
ji F Lo by 
" 4 
* L 
C mT. _—_ 
, "Te oo 


P, ” x AC mw 0 wm "bd wy Fe _—_ 47 bs, "ws . My y 
I ” TS” Ti CIOS » 6 6 
x4 WIL £15 WL + - þ es Ws 


A. * WF be Y . 
"3 WE4 yg —_— , 
\ LE LN + 7 7 SK 7. 
Fon Y a S. yo ; : 
x a —_ _ ——— 
- v 
> ® Cr n 
e White Dione, l 
.# 
, % 


» a, 


” hisown eyce,he may admire the cobweb,and not 
know himſelf to be the Spider 3 how much more. 
© eaſte may hedeceive a ſtander by? And as for 
 anycxtraordinary ſpiric of diſcerning, I know 
” noground for it, nor any promiſe of jt in the 
Qcriptures. 

=, You'l fay, this takes much from the conmmus | 
> nion of Saints, and from the ſweetne(s of Chri- 
* ftian ſociety, if we cannot tell who are true 


> members-ot the myſtical body, fellow-brethren 


> and fellow-heirs of the ſame promiſe. i 
- 1, Though we cannot tell abſolutely and ins. 


+. fallibly , yet we may know very probably ; we] 
| KnoW there are ſuch a peculiar peopleya choſen Gen! 
"A nerations ; 
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T he white Stone- 


neration,'a Koyal Praejtbood, and we know that © 
ſuch and ſuch are the likelieſt in the world to be © 
of this number, ſo as we have no reaſon to di- 
ſtruſt them. 


2. We muſt commend muck of this to Gods - * 


to go undeteCted ; he that is the great ſearcher 
of hearts will be ſure to meet with them: he - 
hates a rotten heart, and will be ſure to make it * 
cdious. 3 

3. 'Tis fitting that this and many other privi» 7 
ledges ſhould be reſerved for Heaven, that ſo we 7 
may long after that the more. There ſhall be a * 
pure and unmixt communion, the perfed beauty ' * 
of holizeſs. Nothing ſhall enter there that makes * 
a lie, nothing of Hypocrific ; but glorious An» 
gels, and glorifi:d Saints ſunning themſelves in 
the preſenceof God , ſhall keep company toge=- * 
ther to all eternity. "= 

2. Tur mw xAiow. Chriſtians are chiefly to? 
look to their own Calling and EleCtion. They 
are indeed bound to promote the good of 0» 
thers, and to look upon their lives with ſach 2 
Rules as Chriſtianity allows ; but they muſt be. 7 
ſure to dwell at home, and be acquainted with 
their own breaſts, to make their own Calling ® 
and Eleftion ſure; for they cannot be ſure of ans * 
other mans conditiop, ſo asthey may be of theie.- 
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” _- And thus we have difpatcht thoſe two par- | 
E icalars which lay more collateral in the words, || «« 
” and were not diredly intended in them. We || © 
now come to the very mind and drift of the | a 
Text} which branches it ſelf into theſe foar pro« | © 
poficions;: that will fully explain the nature of | 
'I [+ , though we keep within the bounds || ; 
ofthe Text; It ſtreams into theſe four particu | ; 


lars. 

Obſerve 1. A Chriſtian may be affured of his 
+ falvation- | 
© * Obſerr. 2. Aﬀrance of falvation requires all 
- diligence. 
t * Obfero. 3. Aſſurance of ſalvation deſerves all 
_ diligence. Both imply'd in Gize diligence. 
L  Obferv. 4 The way to make onr Elefion 
” fire, is firft ro make our Calling ſure. 
© And now you may look upon the Text, as on 
©” a pleaſant Vine, fituated m a fruitful place, 
= q20 12 FP 7c. in the horn of the Son of 
= Oil or farncfs, as the Prophet ſpeaks, you may fir 
E Under rhe ſhadow of it, and its fruic will be 
” fiectunto you. For you fee how it has ſpread 
mto ſpacious and goodly branches , ſuctt 
re aft taden with fair and fiveHing cluſters; | 
- clatters of Conner, thar arc ripened with thofe | 
- Heavenly Sm-beams that ſhine out upon ther; | 
and richly lcd with all fpirtcnal freernets. And : 
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this fruit of the Vine will chear the heart of man 
to all eternity. As for us, weIl be fure to prune = 
offall ſuch ſproutings and luxuriancies of ſtyle, 
as may any way ſteal from the ſap and ftrength 
of ſo great atruth in hand, as the Hebrews call *? 
thoſe ſproutings, TI77M, 3. e. little Epicures, 
alwayes feafting upon the fweetnefs of the Tree, » 
and putting the root to continual expences:we'll 
ran? off all theſe. And if there be any Cluſters + 
li larking ander the leaves, truth's not fo obvie 2 
ous to every eyc,we'll (if we can) ſpy them out, 
The Vintage will be long, we ſhall gather but a 
cluſter at a time, and preſſe it inthe Applicati» 7 
ON. | — 
A Chiiſtian may be aſured of his Salvas« 2 
tion , for Saint Peter would never exhort them = 


to give diligence for an impoſſibility, for that. ” 


which could not be obtained. WEl move in this ; 
order, and ſhew - 4 
Obſerv. x. What Aſfurance is. A 

2. Arguments for Afﬀfurance. 43 

3- The manner how Chriſtans are affured; - 

4+ The ſpecial times of Afﬀurance. Fo 

5. Make Application. w_ 

I. And here firſt, what Aﬀurance is. .2Y 

| *Tisarcflex aQtof the ſoul, by whicha Chri-: 
Gian clearly ſecs, that he is for the preſent iniths. 
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or in the words of the :Fextyby which-he/knows Ir- 
E his Calling andEl&&ton. + . f.. '- - + Sup 
E Tis eto a&,-andio - - : W © 

* i 2x, Aﬀſarance is ſcituated in the fouls moſt Þ + 
FP” nobls, moſt cloſeted , moſt private, and moſt Tok 
2 ſpiritual operation. $10 
Þ - 3.) Reflex afts are the moſt noble and moſt F dr 
- Toyal operations, the moſt rational and-judici- Þ| up 
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 ousats of a moſt intelligent ſpirit! Rieaſpn-/is | 


now inits exaltation,, it -fitsupon :the;Throne, | 
and exerciſes a Judge-liks powers <alljthe facul- | 
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 tiesof th ſoil abt appear' before:its'T ribunal, 
abdurvedpdfirift account: 29 meow, m0 bgofe, FI 
by wane Nov 86 d70Mion, as the Pythog weans were | 
© wort 26 pole and catechize themitlves”: your 1 
*maftrior ){enfirive- Creatures can go-poringon | 
I iſona preſent object ,/ and, þlunder'on'in a di- | 
& rat wayybutiare/far enough fromany reflex atts; 
E although ſome talk of reflexivenzfs in ſenſe too, {| 
Cas to (ce that they ſee, or the like) but *cis but - 
Ex fancy of their own; Sznlitive Creatures could | 
Heber reach ſo high as a refleCt aft; and indeed 
EFenſual men know.not what belong unto it, but 
Ehe" reaſonable ſoul can. retire into it ſelf, and JI We 
Fake avicw.and ſurvey of its own aftings.”, ' Yu 
35 :1tis the moſt ſecret and retired operati- - Yan 
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Þ:+3-:. The, moſt refined and ſpiritual working, 
hal this is:moſt abſtraft2d from matter. The 
& foul; here: does: not* 'commerce with outward; 
{ droſly objefts, but looks upon ir felt;fixes itseye 
1 upon 'its'own' face. This is the moſt ſpiritual'em- 
1 ployment of the ſoul, which does moſt ftrongly 
JI argue its immortality, and ſhewes it to be a 
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F fountain Being ſpend all Eternity , but mn look= 
JI ing upon his.own tranſcendent arid glorious Ef- 
I fence:?.-inviewing*the bright Conttellation of 
I bis Attributes, -and ſeeing ſome ſhadowy and 


Vitaeſt.in ſe reflexio;.'as the grave Moraliſt 'Se- 


Yaecs ſpzaks.. The Prodigal | came i to' himſelf; 
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I whenhe” came to: reflex-ads foi King, 8.47. 2 


4” hen the: Pall.turn to their own hearts, 9c» 
I 1L Bit; yer, this working of the foul is but 
{weak andtfanſients* is flecting arid:deſultory, it 
i quickly vaniſhes'; which: ſhews a great diſorder 
Lind ir 


Yrehe noble and nioft proper operation;that bor 


. 4 % 
£ 


A om. : 
: « : Aibatt BUP »; 
$5 L's a "'S, 3 be 
1 5 L od ; 3. f/ \ , * fs 7 4 : Rs - 2 * 
"Y, + _— be > us : Fl A 5 .a6® ph, _ 0. KC. Lath vo F. a vf JW, iy bay WO" 00-4 
Sal oh le Kh bp 'S LT «i b A bY OT ge” of LI 03" OTTER Ws rf 
hi 8 eds CM | 


park of Divinity : How does the' prime. and 


hogpiſhiog, Repreſentations of himſelf+ in the”. 
[ Ib of. the Creatures? Tis one of the chief jy Fw 
Ivorks ofa Chriſtian: to refle& upon himſelf, 


regularity in the ſpirit, that that which: ig - 2 


ders' upon Divinity ,'men: areleaſt vert inie/ 4} 
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How rare is it for:-men to reflz& upon their own 
- conditions, to enter into an cxa& trial and exa« 
mination of their own wayes ? Radius reflexus 
languet, as th: Opticks ſpeak ; The beam beging 
to be weary » and is ready to faint, it givcs 
weak and languiſhing Reprefentation : 'tis true 
of intelle&ual beams too, radins reflexus languet. 
© how quickly are men weary of ſcrioug 
thoughts and conſiderations? they look upon 
| themas melancholy interraptions,turbida inters 
zalla. You had need of good arguments to pers 
- Fade men toentertain a ſerious thought z outs 
ward objeds, theſe divert the minde, and take it 
off from its greateſt work. As a man that ſees 
bis natural face in a glaſſe, (as St. Fames ſpzaks) 
goes bis way, and nid forgets what manner of 
man he was. : The ſoul ſcarce knowes its own vis 
fape, it looks abroad and is a ſtranger to it ſelf 
Many a mans ſoul has ſcarce look't upon ic ſell 
all his life-time. Y 
-JNIL It conſiſts in a reflex at, Lov 2. 3 
xeoxouer re iyerexr.) and fo differs from 
| Faith; it is one thing to believe , and another 
> thing to know that I believe. Our Divines g0 
- fomewhattoo far, (Calvin,Perkins, &c.) whit 
> * theyput all juſtifying faith in a full perſwaſiet 
| Ames ſayes, *tis when they deal with the Papi 
> Who put it in a barre ; bat (mer) gk | 
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The white Stone. 1 Sg. 7 
they ſhould rather be more wary there, leſt they » 
give the enemy too much advantage. I rather 4 
think, that being meneminently pious, it was 
they found it in their own ſouls, but all are not 
ſo ſtrong in Chriſt. Aſſurance isthe top and wri- 
umph of faith : faith, that's. our victory, by, | 
which we overcome the world: but afſarance,that's ©: 
our triumph, by which v@eqp1:6putr, we are more © 
then Conquerors. "Tis flos fidei, the very luſtre. 
and eminency of faith. Faith that's the Root, ** 
Affarance is the Top-branch, the flouriſhing.of 7 
faith, faith with a Z ofle upon it. Juſtifying faith, 
that, does not only dwell in the dnderſtanding, 
in nudo aſſenſu,but requires an aft of the will too, © ? 
"4 which muſt embrace a promiſe : indeed it calls. 2 
I for an ad reſulting from the whole ſoul, as. bu 
728 muſt receive Chriſt offered unto it : butnow al> * 
"1 farance conſiſts only in the minde, and ſo there 7 
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you have the difference between faith of Adhe- 


"J rence, and faith of Aſſurance. The firk is an a& 
. {| of the whole ſoul, the latteris a work of the © 
4 wind only ; itariſeth e ſenſu quodam ſpiritualis, © 
"yJ whereby we know and perceive that we believe. 
v1 And when I Gay every believer may be affared of * 
vg his falvation : Ido rt ſay that every believer is 


ured: it 3 No, every Fr is to 
tO'give diligence, as our Apoltle 
ry one has not yet. obcained 1 
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of the En ot Cintan: ; At man may be £2 
”, trace Child of God, and certainly ſaved, though! 
= IK havenot Affirar ce; He can have littl: ſweets 


 nefs and comfort withont it,little joy-and YI 


E: bur yet he may be in a ſafe, though ina ſai 


dition. "Tis required to the bene efſtnot"to the 


3 eſſe of a Believer. 


1. Forthe promiſe is made to the direft a, 
| - and notto the refl-x. Believe, and thou ſhalt bel 
>” ſaved, that's the voice of the Goſpel: Notzknow! 


”  thatthou doſt believe. Now there 'is' many 

- weak Chriſtiay that has faith, and yet does not; 
know "that he has it 3 Faith like a grain off 
niuſtard-ſced, lies hid for a while, bur has at 


Sno 
8 


| vigorous and operative ſpirit, and will work! * 


q - Gut in time, and ſpread it felt into goodly 
E es. The leaſt degree. of faith,if it be true} 
Clvation , but it does not , bring alſus 


—_- Many true Chriſtians are in a ſtate of de- 

 ſertion : all their light is eclipſed, their joy and} 

--. comfort is put our. Na 1, they look upon 

 azancnemy 3 they ar: ſofar from being aſſured 6, 

© oftheic falvation,as thar they verily think cher 

© ſelves in a loſt condition, andyctall this er 

= ate inatras ſtate of grace. Their condition i 

.-  Fody and dark, and very uncomfortablek 
ke prefer bur yer tis ſafe 3' they- are* trug/Þe 


a 
, k Ts . 
Zed 4 Rn 
Pf, : 
o 6 h 2 
v6 \ ik; 3 +4" 
, , 


[ 


: oo 
# 4 
- { 
'* " , 
f & 4; we 
»\ 
mt 2) I 
= =_ 
3 < ” 
- . - Toe e 
X oy 


" ett S 1d FOOT. —"P" <£ - _ a P.” - FR, 0 & 
47% pay 5 y - + TIX... > G + TIED GEES - 
: Ee oo IPRS > Red EE». 
> . CERES ad * + bs nc” &* of 
» +. L has, wok S 
— $1 38H K - 
9 A. Se; > 
, be, 3 "4+ 
_— FEY Ko, 


. 
DOTS ET "A 


6 PIP; > j TEAS 


. 
of 
P, 
v 


© Thewhite Stone. __ 


LS 
Þ 
* 
5 
: 
wad 
o 
"x 
ao 


Levers, and yet far enough trem affurance. An” *7 
excellent place in Iſaiah for this, Iſa 50. 10. 
Who is among you that feareth the Lordgthar walk 
eth in darkneſs, and hath no light ? ler him trujk 
7# the name of the Lord, and jray upon his God ; 
ſome may truly tear God,and yet walk in dark- 
F nef{e and have no. light, not the lzaft glimpſe of - 
Rafſurance, no beam of Gods favourable counte- 
Yuance, yet /et him truft in tle Lord, and ftay him- 
Aclf upon bis God. He may do this though b2 has :; 3 
no light, he may multiply direct acts, though he 2 
UYhasno reflex acts. And here he may lay all the 
Mireille of his ſalvation , lean upon the grace ot 
$5od in Chriſt,and with a ſweet recumbancy r« - 
Dimſclfupon his God. - 
; And this conſideration may ſtrengthen many 
22Þ bruiſed Reed, and revive many a drooping 
EÞirit, who tor the preſent do not know-thar - ' 
Þe<y belceve, theircaſe may be good forall this. 
You mayſt be a true beleever, though thou 
"ut a weak beleever 3 nay, though thou think 
dy dy ſelf no beleever; 1 do not ſpeak this thar 
EF) ſhould reft in this condition 3 no, this were 
"S$4inſt the text; All muſtgive diligence to make 
5. | Calling and Election ſure : And a Chriſftt- 
»Y cathave little orno quiet, till. he attainto 
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 x$ The whiteStone. 
T- - *rance, we {hall in the next place prove, that a 
bY, Chriſtian may be aſſured of his ſalvation. 


——— 
mail 


*., 2. Abeſſe ad paſie. Many Chriſtian has beeng| / 
-- andis afſared of his ſalvation. Scarce any emi{ 1 
-- nznt Chriſtian in the whole Book of God, buf « 
has {et his ſeal tothis truth, by his own particu} 
 * Jarexperience. This is ſo clear as the adverſarig 

themſelves cannot deny, but that many choi 
ones have had a full and fatisfying light ſpring 
ing in upon their ſoul, and clearing their eterng} 
condition to them. Bur they ſay *tis by way 
extraordinary Revelation, a ſp:cial Priviled 
vouchſated to ſome few of Gods choiceſt Wl 
thies by arrare indulgence. But this: is ſpoki 
gratis, and is contrary to the preſent experiet 
PF of many thouſands of Chriſtians 3 1 ,Fobn 5.1 
 _TFheverydrift of 3 Jobs Epiſtle, is that Ch 
1 ftians might have aſſurance. And beſides, the 
P ” mwmediunis by which Chriftians attain to af 
Tance.z are common to all : All of tht 
-. Ave the ſpirit dwelling in them: all het 
Wn" the fruits : of the ſpirit, and. a ſweet tel 1 
© -. Wonyof their own ſpirits; though ſome hu tic! 
 _ 'tinawcakmeaſure, arid cannot reach to a Wo! 
rophory.: all come not to.this full afliranfſanc 
bat.ycttbeſe arethe uſual wayes, by.which |; 
attain'to_it, which have nothing in them offf*9%; 
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and yet v24 trita too. Addeto this the ſcope of 
the text. St. Peter exhorts all to give diligence to 
make their Calling and Elefion ſure , TU ,. tO 
what purpoſe were it, if it came only by ſpecial 


| and extraordinary Revelation, which does not 


depend upon their diligence ? \.- 
2. Scarch into the nature of faith it ſelf, and” 
you will ſee that it does much tend to afſurance; 


and has ſome vicinity with.it. There's a double | 


mg. a& of faith, as the moſt acute Ames obſerves, 


(1.) The a&ns primus , by which I believe in. 
Chriſt for the remiſſion of my ſ1ns,and juſtifying 


1 of my perſon, which is properly juſtifying faiths 


(2.) Afns ex fide emanans, by which I believe 


that my fins are remitted, -which does necefla= 4 


rily preſuppole the formier aCt : for thou haſt no 
niore reaſon to believe that thy ſins are remit= 


| ted, which does neceflarily preſuppoſe the for=. 


mer a&: for thou haſt no more reaſon to be= ' 


lieve that thy fins are remitted then any other, 


J til! thou haſt firſt received Chriſt for the Remiſs . 
| fion of thy fins. And this is contained in the Ar- 
i ticle of the Creed, 1 believe the remiſſion of ſins; 


Wnot only in general , for this the Devils belieye 
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and yet tremble : bur the Chriſtian peculiarizes 
I, and drawes ſweetneſs out of ity. believe the 
Forgiveneſs of my fins. And of this latter 
rants Gus Roets certvs of poref, Corragm 
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- Dei de Remiſſione peccatorum, Rom. 5. 1. Being 
” Juſtified by faith, « pimy «ue gs ray 2000.2 ſweet 
 cwwa,”and holy ſecaricy of ſpirit, for Aſus 
 ranceis nothing but apex fidei, the higheſt de- 
- grce of faith. And 'tis the ſpeech of Aquinas, 
 Sucunque habet ſcientiam vel fidem, certus eft | 1 
 ſebabere; namde ratione fidei eſt, ut homo fit cer= || t 
” tus dei his quorum habet fidem. Faith does of its }| t: 
own accord raiſe and advance,it felf to Aſſt= } u 
” rance, and thatby reaſon of the applying and {| t 
3 appropriating yertue which is in it; *Tis faiths \ 
” . Idiom, my Lord, and my God: by a fweet Mos | f 
nopoly it engroſks all to its ſelf; and yer leaves} t| 
enough for others. Now a man that frongy V 
grafps a Jewel in his hand, knowes that he has d 
itz The hand of faith layes hold on Chriſt, and} 1. 
knowes that it receives him; ſo the want off t| 
> Affurancein abeleever , does meerly flow from 
= the weakneſs of faith, for though it be tracy} k 
- thattobleeve, and to know that I beleeve, beſ;w 
 twodiſtinct atts: yet this you maſt know and} fh 
obſerve, rhar the ſtrengrh and clearneſs of adis} er 
. re& a&t, will neceſfarily infer a reflex act. ThoſeF ki 
{ rriiths which Ido clearly and evidently know, If fi 
E alſo know that I know them. And'that which} {p 
/ I ftconglybeleeve, I know that I beleeve'it : Saf 1: 
he want df aſſurance comes from .hie imbecilith-pr 
And: the Papiſts that place: faidlf.e; 
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a meer aſſent , may well deny aſſurance z\ for 
they take away that claſping and clofing power '* 
pA which it ſhould unite its ſelf with its ob. 3 

. i 
? 3. From the nature of the promiſes : for this 3 
1s the drift of the promiſes, Gi *cis Heb. 6. 28. ) 
that the heirs of promiſe might have ſtrong conſolu= ._* 
tion : Now a believer can have but weak and  *. 
unſtable comfort without Aſſurance. What ifall 
the cluſters of Canaan were laid on an heap? +? 
What if all the Cordials of the Goſpel were * 
ſtrained into one cup? were the ſoul any thing 
the better if ic muſt only tantalize, ſee them and 
want them? What ſweetneſs can a Chriftian 
draw from a promiſe till he knowes that ithhe- 
longsunto hin? Will this inrich a man,to know 
that there are Pearls and Diamonds in the 
world? Will this Citisfie a fainting lraelite, to 
know that there is a Canaan, a land that flowes 
23. with milk and honey, althongh ( it may be.) he 2 
F ſhall nere come neer*t? Nayy'is it not a grcat» 
J cr {ting and vexation for the ſoul to think, 1 
know there are pure fountains and plzaſan: 
7; bY fireams, but yet | may die with thirſt ? ther are 
ca ſpicitual dainties,, and precious delicacies , bue 
lam not ſure to have one taſte of them: nanya 


1 A wot 
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itfy-promiſe looks with a pleaſant and propitious 3 
10g eye, but" tis not frxe upon my ſoul; 1o that take 
p Pp . - B ; , 
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away a Chriſtians intereſt and propriety in a 

= promiſe, and what becomes of his conſolation? 

= ' God hath given his word, his oath, his ſeal, his 
 - earneſt, and all to this very end, that a poor 

- Chriſtian may be affured of his ſalvation, that 

he might have a ftrong and vigorous conſolati-. 

” on; ſo that to deny him this, is to annihilate. 

” the wordof God, to fruſtrate the aath of God, 

” _ to evacuate the ſeal of God, and as much as in 
them lies to make him loſe his carneſt, and t9 
leave the ſoul in an intricate and perplext cony 
dition. | 

4. From the nature of Chriſtian hope; there 
a vaſt difference between the Moraliſts hope, 

- and that which is the Theological grace,and yet 
this is ſcarce took notice of; they require theſe 
three ingredients into the obje& of hope : that 
it muſt b2 (1. ) bonum, (2.)futurum, (3: ) incers 

tum; but Chriſtian hope is certain and infalli« 

- ble, itlooks upon oo as to come, and as cer 
= tain to:come; indeed *tis nothing but «a pe 

» mie, as Clem. Alexand. elegantly , blood rung © 

=, ning inthe veins of Faith; it hopes expire,Faithlſ 

L © will preſently bleed to death. That good which 

” Faith ces, Hope waits for; Faith eyes it at 

"ih pe Bu: yet at adiftance , and hope tarria} 
= forittill it come. Chriſtian hope is nothing bull 


.# wing and expeBiation of a certain goo 
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The white Stone; 23 [ 
have a pregnant text for this in Heb. 6,1 9. IF hie k 7 
hope we have as an Anchor of the ſoulgboth ſure and * 
fteadfaſt. Hops were but a poor Anchor if it, ® 


| 

: ſhoald leave the ſoul to the courtefie of a wave, * 

| to theclemency of a Rock, to the diſpoſing ofa - 3 
t | 9" 
8 ſtorm. Hope were but a weak Anchor, if it ® 


ſhould let the ſoul be loſt with uncertainties , if 
I it ſhould leave it in danger of ſhipwrack. J, but 
af this Anchor is «ogzans 72 25 Bebaie, and it piers | 
of ces within the vail, it will be fare tohavefalt | 
hold, *wi'l fix upon heaven it ſelf, upon the 7 
' ſandtum ſanforum. See another, Rom. 5, 2. 4 
»f| Kavz&adaio' irid); Now that's a poor glory » 
to triumph in uncertainties, to tryumph before -! 
of fe victory; little cauſe of joy and exaltation, 4 
ff till the ſoul be provided for eternity. I can tell 4 
you the very poſbbiliry of being damned, is e= 2 
nough to extinguiſh joy ; ſo thar cl the foul : 
1; come tobe in a ſate condition, ſafe for alter 


+. the initials of grace , do:s mightily cherifliang © 
2 encourage the ſoul. O how pleaſant are gheshe_? 
 - lids of the morning ! how welcont is the Ja. 
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94 The white Stone. 
break aftera dark and diſconſolate night! Nay, 
the very poſlibility of being ſaved, was that 
” which firſt drew us all ro look after heaven y, the 
© very conlideration, that there was Balme in Gi- 
lead; But the weary ſoul will nc r2 reſt here,the 
Dove will ne*r2 take this for an Ark :No, the 
beams of Gods love will ſhine ont ſtronger and 
brighter upon the ſou], and ripen his hope into 
allararce, Chriſtian hope when *ris in its full 
vigor , is all one with aſſurance, Rom.5.5+ || 1 
-On9 caris 2x9 rmoyer, butif hope could befruftra® | | 
> ted, itthen might make aſhamed: diſappoint” || | 
E ment would cauſe a bluſh: hope differ”d will 
-. mak? the heart ſick, and uncertain hope will 
E fcarce make the ſon] well 3 a Chriſtians hope is 
- not likethat af Pandora, which may flie out of: 
' the box, and bid the foul farewel, : no , *cwill 
 nc'r2 vaniſh, till ic be ſwallowed up in fruiti- 
... ON, Thehop: of the Hypocrite, *tis as his righ- | 
Weouſefs, like the morning-dew: but the hope |. 
” of a Chriſtian *tis like the morning-light, thz 

* Jeaſtb-am of it ſhall commence into a compleat 

- Suan-ſhine, *tis Aurora gaudii, and it ſhall ſhine. 
out brighter and brighter till perte& day. We: 
- ſhyll further clear this truth, if you conſider the. 
manner how Chriſtians arc aſſared of their ſal-. 
- vation, th2 third thing yon propounded. Þ}. 
” 1 By thegraces of God which are in them. 
—_ thoſe} 1 
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The white Stone- 26 / 
thoſe precious ſeeds of mortal itys and the prints be 
of the ſpirit, by which they are ſealed to the*® 
day of Redemption. Grace is the ſpirits ſtamp, * 
by which it marks the ſoul for its own ; the firſt; 
fruits of the ſpirit, the leaſt grace, if true and fin-- 7? 
cere, is ſufficient to-ſalvation, and therefore the ® 
ſenſe of the leaſt grace is ſufficient to afſs © 
rance. -M 

Object. But how ſhall the ſoul haow that it bag © 
theſe graces in truth, and not 1 ſhadow and colour. 
only ? how ſhall it be Certain that theſe are not” © 
counterfeit and painted ? av 
. Sol. There might be given 'mny ſfigns@ 
and charaX:rs of true prace, that ie 
muſt flow from a principlz of lincerity 3 
from a principhk of love, that it muſt be © 
comfortable to the grace of Chriſt ; but all this 7? 
will not ſatishie, tor the foul will ſtill queſt TY 


h 
how ſhall 1 know that my graces are ſich Y' fog 
then that which we muſt ultimately reſolve 
into, is that in Rome. $, 16. For in the month of 
two or three witneſſes every thing ſhall be effabliſh=© 
el; Now we have here two witneſſes, omni exa © 
ceptione Majores, we have a double Teſtimony 
a twmn-Teſtimony. The lame ſpirit beareth Ka 
neſs with our ſpirits that we ave the Sons of Go ag 
wpuayu;i, he confirms what the other ſayess: 
bork the witnefſzs do fully agree, and/ make mp 
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> oneentireteſtimony, the ſoul may ſay here, as] 
» Paul, Rom.:9.1. I ſpeak the truth, T lie not, my 

F . . l yo 
q -- 00k bearing me witneſſe by the Holy | 


_ The whok work of Afſtrance is ſummed up 
= inthis practical Syllogiſm , Whoſcever believes] 
& ſhall be ſaved: but T b-lieve, and ſo ſhall certain- 
ly be ſaved. The Affumption is put out of 
doubt. | | 
x. Conſcience comes in with a full teſtime- 
hy : And if natural Conſcience be a thouſand 
EF witneſſes, then ſure an enlightened and ſanQif- 
& cd Conſcience can be no 1:fſ then ten thouſand; 
F-17013, 10. He that believes has a witneſs in 
E - bimſelf, a Certificate in his own breaſt, 73” wag- 
 Tvgiar tyiauro; foras the ſame Apoſtle, 1 Fohn 3 
L. 2aBelored, if our heart condemn us not , then have 
- Wecafidence towards God. nagSia here is the ſame 
& With conſcience, for the Hebrews have no other 
L- word for Conſcience but 94. So then, if our 
© heart acquit us, mx} fuo{ay bxgwer, we have as much 
F liberty as we can defire. It feares not now the. 
_  edgeof the Law, nor the fiery darts of Satan : It 
> dothnot ſtagger with ſenſe of its own weakneſs 
= + and unworthineſs, but comes with confidence 
4. tothe Throne of grace. \ 
-— Obj.r. Fer. x7. 9. 135 39n Ip Supplansl. 


* tativum Cor pre omnibus, ſo Arias Montasl. 
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"| 205, in WIN), & inſcrutabile , deſperabile, fo. We 
Jy Hr jerome and our Tranſlation, deſperately wick-  - 
JF ed: ?tis properly inſanabile. Some chink Pant 4 
alludes to this place, and does explain ir in 
Rom. 2+ 5» Kara The TRANEITITE J's Kati 44 7rev0n ror 
5 wapSiar. The Seventy read the words, N01IN. 
= and tranſlate it accordingly. Y 
ff Sol.1.Now as for the minde of the place: 1 * 
finde Expoſitors of great name and worth, un-' 
-| derſtanding it of the unregenerate heart , of the * 
df heart of man, that is inthe ſtate of corrupt nas - : 
1- ture, of whom *ris ſaid, that All the imaginations : 
Lf of the thoughts of mans heart, are altogether evil © 
ny continually. 
i Sol.g.The drift of the textis;to ſhew the decelt- | 
3] fulneſs of mens hearts in reſpett of others,for *tis * 
cf brought in by way of QbjeQion. The _ | 
IF they are cunning and ſubtle, and can delude theY 
cry Propheth, and ſo think to evade the Curſe. Nos ;} 
If butT the Lord ſearch the hearts : I have a fair; 
h window,an "ru proſpe& into the moſt reſerved® 
ne ſpirit: *tis as clear as Chryſtal to my eye, on 
K Sol. 3. Yet 'tis true,that the moſt fincere heart | 
1} is very deceitful, the heart ofa David, of a m n.; 
celx after Gods own liearr, is full of windings and” 
'  turnings, and many deviations , ſuch ſecret pa” 
ſages as himſelf knowes not e For who: pe 
Lyn the error of his wayes ? No "= 7 
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E ſichapiercing inſight into his own ſoul 'as to' 
= be acquainted with every motion of it. None 
 canſo atatomize his own fpirit that it hall be 
$919) wal rhrezs Moulin fo as every vein and 
- nerveand muſcle ſhall be obvious and apparent 
 tohis cye; Butwhat does this hinder, but that 
- the general frame and bent of the ſpirit,the byag 
and inclination of the ſoul may be clear! 
” known? The foul knows which way its facul- 


—— = Hai, 


a, © Ov 


- tics ſtream with moſt vehemency, Conſcience 
- cannot b= brib'd, *cwil give in the true judge- 
© ment, eſpecially an inlightaed conſcience, 
> There's none, but if he ſearch and examine his 
” own ſoul ina tri and impartial manner, may 
E know whether he be fincere and cordial orno. 
” There's none but may know the general frame 
and temper of his ſpirit, x Cor. 2. 11. VVho 
knowes the things of a man, but the ſpirit of a man 
- that is in him ? The Teſtimony of conſcience 
E 3s certain and infallible; Many a wicked man by || « 
©xhis isafſured, that for the preſent he is in a mi- 

= ſerable an1 damnable condition ; he knows cer=. | ! 
- tainly that as yet he is out of the Covenant; and | 
© hence many times there are lightening flaſhes of | ! 
Error flic in his face, the very ſparks of Hell | 
compaſs him abovt. Does not thy Conſcience . 
- often tell 4 hg prophane wretch, that as yet : 
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cho art a Child of wrath , and galloping to'J. 
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heir of promiſe ? nay, ſpeak O Chriſtian, where * 

ere thou art, and ſpeak alond that we may hear 2 

thee, does not thy own ſoul tell thee, that thou. ©? 

art ina ſure and happy condition ? ſo ſure as ® 

nothing ſhall be able to ſeparate thee from the love ® 

of God in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. Why are Chriſti» 3 
\ | ans ſo often enjoyned, TogxJev, Toupazen, tg try | 
| theirown ſpirits, it that after all their diligence 7 
| they can't tell what'to think of them? All uſes 2 
| of examination were vain and frivolous, which 
| yer are the very life and ſpirits of preaching. 3 
| And Ames tells us of a donum diſcretionis, which + 
| Chriſtians have, by which they can diſcern true © 
\ | grace from counterfeit. T here are certain zemgie_-; 
: | by which they may diſtinguiſh them and judge * 
- | ofthem in themſelves, though not in others 3 
p certainly. fq # 4 
: Objed. 2. Itall thus by the teſtimony of con-*® 
. | ſcience may know their own frame of ſpirit, * 
[| whether they be upright or no; why then are 
f | notall true Chriftians aſſured of their ſalvati= * 
| on? what have they nor their confeicrices' and 
> | hears about thom? .£ | 4 


F - , Sol. x. Many are not fuflcteatly acaiang 4 
4. with their own ſpirits, they do not keep ſofirice 2 
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” a watchover themſelves, they are not verſt in 
their own hearts, they don't try and ſearch: 


Wo If, witneſſing with our ſpirits that we are the Sons 
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th 


their wayes, they have riches and a treaſure, and 
do not know of it. 


Sol. 2. It is inſogreat and weighty amats, 


ter : Eternity does ſo amaze and ſwallow up the 
thoughts, as that they are ready to tremble, 


” 'where they are certain and ſecurez A man on 
the top ofa Tower knows that he is ſafe, e: 
nough,and yet when he looks down he is afraid 


of falling. 


5. Conſcience ſometimes gives a dark and 


cloudy teſtimony, when 'tis diſquieted and: 
charged with new guilt, the ſoul can't ſoclear- 
JF ly ;read its evidences And then it begins to 


queſtion its condition. -It :may be it has dealt 


| hypocritically in ſome one particular; andnow! 
- it begins to queſtion all its fincerity. | 
= We donot ſay then that Conſcience does al- 
E .waycs give a clear and full teſtimony, but ſome-. 
& times it does, and that: with abſolute . certains 
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of God, Rom. 8. 16. we render it, the ſame.ſpis 
;- -rity butin the fountain is rhe ſpirit it ſelf, not! 
T7 eunwriue, but tv 73 31a, not onl 


& 


© 3. Now comes inthe ſecond witneſs, and the 
_ Fro and ſupreme teſtimony of the ſpirit him=. 
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ps and graces of the ſpirit, but the ſpirit it 
{elt. | 
ObjeF. This teſtimony ſeems to be coincident 
with the other, for a man can't teW his own fin- 
cerity : tis the ſpirit that muſt reveal a man to 
himſelf 5 The ſoul can't ſee itsown face unleſs 
the ſpirit unmask it; the ſpirit is more preſent 
and converſant with the ſou], then the foul is 
with it ſelf. He does not only know our hearts, 
but he is greater then our hearts , and kaowes all 
things. 9; 
Sol. Wel caftly grantgthat to the leaſt moti- 
on in ſpirituals, there is neceſſarily required the 
. concurrence. of the Holy Ghoſt; . bat. withall, 
 weſay that there's a mighty difference between 
working of the ſpirit, and tlie teſtimony 'of tha 
ſpirit. There's a powertul and efficacious work # 
of the ſpirit, when faith is wrought in the ſoul;; 2? 
= Þ but yet there is not the teſtimony of the ſpirir, 
- | for every bcliever has not preſently the ſeal ſer” 3 


- | to him: ſo that though the'teſtimony of cup! 
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own ſpirit cannot be without the helpand influs 
e | ence of the ſpirit, yet *tis- clearly diſtin& from ' * 
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= | the Teſtimony of the ſpirit ; for here, the i 
i | does enable the ſoul to ſee its graces bya p 


ht, by the foules light; But when it comes J 
J with a teftimony , then it brings a new light of 
ef Its own, and lends the ſoul ſome auxiliary 
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wi 
wy fot Ke x more clear and fall revealing of { 
| it, ſo that” you ſee according to that plain tem , 
- © inthe Romans, There are two dijtindt Tejtimonies | ,, 


the” ſpirit witneſſing with our ſpirits ; And St. 
John is the molt exprefſe , Beloved, if our hearts 
Condenn us otg then have we confide ace towards} ;; 
God. Now.the teſtimony of the ſpirit is 
1. A clear teftimony , a full and fatisfyingf] ;, 
gings in upon-the ſoul , ſcatters all 
wall doubts and queſtions * tis as evidanth 5; 
Fmonſtration; 1 Fobng. 24+ By this weſ 
that be dwells infls , by the ſpirit which kefſ 4 
given Us. Chrift when he went ro heaven] q 
the Comforters not only to the Church} | 
| togvery particular foul that be«J |, 
\  rves, = ;*his Tove upon the: ſoul ff 
8 «2 oF ojac paagropy mole Aandy dppifonicy > 
77 xi 6rd gumcs hn «140; , if #pXeYthos , QC. F 
£ ryſoft. TPa creature, though meverfd glinter« ,, 
mp, hould rl ſo, there nilghr {fill be ſome 
- iefrtancy 3 1, bur the ſpirit witneſſes. The ſe- 
Fee and inward teſtimony of the ſpirit is as 
g andefficacious; nay, more powerful then) 
- if "(wei -with an outward voice. If an Angel 
IX 1 Heaven were ſent on pyen to a Chriſtian 
I 7 Chriſt himſelf; Go tell him that Llovchiir fob 
© I ſhed Wy blood for himy Ge: twere "ne U 


certain, | | ' q | 
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PF. A ſure teſtimony,for *ris the witneſs of the © 


] ſpirit, who can neither deceive,nor be deceived, 
tt papros by 76y Sig Shkrar, ſufficientiſimum Teſti 
WM 21011umg as Ca] qJetan. 

1: He can” © deceive;for he istruthic ſelf 
, 2. He can't be deceived, for he is all Eye, Om- 
s 


niſcience it ſelf, 

And he does Iorw7a 83x 7303, he dwells © 
in the breaſt and boſomof God : he is fully ac». 3 
quainted with the minde of God, and he rom Z 
irto the ſon]. The Papiſts make the ſpirics reſts 
mony to bring but acorijeFral certairity. Bur 
the moſt renowned Perkins anſwers them, (1 J 
That *tis ſuch a certainty as makes, them cry 
Abba F ather : not only think fo; and ſpeak { 7 
by with all courage, confidence , intention 

ſpirit, cry £he Father. (2.)It is oppoſed to the 
bat of bondage, .and therefore takes away: 
"| doubtings and tremblings. (3-) The very end. 
Y the ke Holy Ghoſt comes to the, ſoul. ista. + 
< call ſure, and therefore ivalled a ſeal and, 
wy eamelt. Now he affares the foul . _ 

_ I. Bya powerful Application of the promiſe; A 
"1 for ag Sith oe does ap iafe the promiſe on our +. 1 
4 part; ſo.the ſpirit applies it on, Gods part. As, 
A Sar: ; that lying ſpirit;caſtsin doubts and fears, . 
» wdcrewblings, and working upon the ; 
I +5;1 ann » Plots 2 ns 2 the peat 
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- * well being of the ſoul; ſo this holy ſpirit, by ; 
» rhe camforting,working upon that principle of h 
”  prace, Which he himſelf hath planted in the | 
Gare of a Chriſtian, does ſtudy and contrive the I A 


' welfare ofa beleever. And as ol 1 of bon- || 4 
| dage does ſtrongly apply wrath andthe curſe; ſo || ® 
&. this ſweet ſpirit of Adoption applyes grace and'}j 
” mercy. The ſpirit of bondage ſtrikes terror into || Þ 
” the ſoul, by a mighty Application of wrath || :, 
| . this curſe flames againſt thee; this threaming, || * 
| ts ſhot off againſt thee; theſe vials of wrath are || !* 
” preparedfor thy ſoul : Sothe ſpirit of adoption || " 
” _does ſet on ſtrong and vigorous apprehenfions of | 
”. mercy; this pearl of price, *tis to enrich thee 5 ſti 
- | theſe Eyangelical cordials, areto revive thee ; || 
this balmin'G/ead is prepared for thy ſoul. The fo1 
$ ſpirit of A 10n ſpeaks.love and PEACE g and. 3, 
pardon; and that by particular Application of 
” thepromiſeto us; As when the promiſe of Re: 
- Wiſton of fins, and life: everlaſting by Chrift is 
generally 197 95a in the Miniftery of the" 
Fword, the holy Ghoſt does particularly apply it 
= tothe heart of ſuch a one, anddoes ſeal up.the: 
promiſe to the ſoul; Tharwhen faith ſayes, this 
omiſe is mine, this belongs tome : the fpirigh*< 
” docs firongly apply it, this 1s thine indeed; and4 
; this does belong to thee : Theſe are the ſecret 
| "Ilverrul;che whilpcrings apd A Ii 
en - olyF 
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holy ſpirit, the ſecret MPN by which. it con» 
verſes with the foul ; The ſpirit. of God. has fre: 
and often entercourſe with a beleeving ſpirit. 
And this is: far enough from any vain. Enthuſt- 
aſme, any extraordinary Revelation 3, *cis no i= 
maginaxy thing; but ſach as many a foul is ac- 
quainted with, and has taſted of- ;- , _ : 
2+ Byabright irradiation beaming out upon 


b 


the ſou], and clearing its evidencey, diſcovering 
, | its graces, and ſhewing them to be true and ge- 
\ | nuincznot only by givin he ſoal 2 ſpitit of diſ- 
e | cerning;'{for that we relerred to. the former Te- 
ſtimony) bat the ſpirit brings in its gyn light, 2 
and makes thoſe graces; which were viſible be- © 
fore, more eminently conſpicuous 3. The ſpirit of _ 
@ Man, was the Candle of the Lord, ( asthe wiſe = 
{man ſpeaks ) which gave a weaker and dimmer 
lphts butyet ſuch as was enough to manifeſtthe # 
$ Object; 1, but now. there are glorious Sun-- 
\+ | beams come ruſhing in upon the ſpirit,, the ſpi= # 
Writ ſhines in the ſoul with healing under his # 
\c Ivitigs. The graces of the ſpirirzthele flow, like a Þ 
apurcand Chrifialline ſtceams and. the light of 7 
the f © Jag out upon them ,..and gilgds the + 3 
JYFatcre. Sec a plain text for this, 1, Gor. 12. We * 
bad reeiped the ſpire which ic of Gods; thet we... 


ef ith hom the things which ore fy þ givep ac. 
9d : Liglit ſets a glo © upon all the world;and. 
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this ſpiritual light gives a luſtre and oriency toff ., 
, graces 3 it puts a beauty upon them, ſuch ag tht 

ſoul is much taken with ; We have received al x ; 
h:avenly light,that we may ſec heavenly thingy] , 
Now thou knoweſt thy faith to be lively , an ,, 
thy Repentance to be ſound , thy ſorrow to by ,,, 
ingenuous, and thy obedience ſincere ; thy loy " 
to be unfained, and thy fear to be filial ; for thi] T1 
Spirit has ſet his Seal to all thy graces, and li ; 
acknowledged them for his own. lor 
Objee. 1. O but many have thonght they hay ,, 
had the ſpirit, when they had it not: and ths nc 
-, vil; thartoul ſpirit, can transform himſelf int 

- Sol. But s. One mans ſelf-deceit does not pn 
-. *Judiceanothers certainty. What if one man fla c 
= tcrhimſfelf in a falſe light, and pleaſe himſelf! lis 
= a meerſhadow of aſſurance ; muſt all nien ne 
»> followhisexample? A man that's in adre w, 
thinks himſelf awake,when he is not : 1, butlf ;, 
hopc) for all this, a man that is awake, may al ;þ, 

tainly know that he is ſo. Many a Travel 
: has thought himſelf in the right way, 'whenY h 
*  * hagbeenout of it: and yet this does nor hin by 
+ but' that he! thar's well acquainted with! pr 

| _ . | Road, may know that heis in his way.' Wi 
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E. if 'one man take Copper for Gold, oh all 5 
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j do ſo too? One mans folly and vanity does nat 
F at all hinder anothers Affurance. 

1 2. The ſpirit comes with a convincing beam; 
Light ſhews both it ſelf and other things too 3 
the Sun by its glorious beams does paraphraſe 
and comment upon its own glittering Efſ-nce; 
and the ſpirit diſplayes himſelt to the ſoul, and 
J gives a full manifeftation of his own-preſence. 

The ſoul knowes the aſpe& of the ſpirit, berter 

J then we do the face of a friend. The light of a 

| preſumptuous wretch, is like a blazing Comet, 

"x and docs bur portend his ruine ;- it carrt s a ve- 


2 nomous and malignant influence in ic, and the 


'J light of an hypocrite is buta flaſh, andicoruſca- ©. -* 
| tion, very brict and tranſient. A man may ſoonse £7 
PAY talſt a glow-wormfor the Sun, then anexpers 2 
i enced Chriſtian can take a falſe delufion for the © * 
light of the ſpirit, | | 24 
3. There is atwin-light ſpringing from the © © 
q word and the ſpirit. Try the pong Totke Law,  ; 


\ to the Teſtimony : if they ſpeak not according if 
OF the rule, it is becauſe there 3s no morning in them. 
NF . The Scripture was all enditzdby the ſpirit,and 
ng hz ſpirit cannot contradi& himſelf; You do 
ng but greeve the ſpirit, ( whoer'e you are ) that _ 
ng pretend to any Revelation,that agrees not with, 3 
the Word;Nay, the ſpirit has reveal d his whole: ... 
ly 'minde inthe word, and will give no'other Re- + 
FT G2: ..- Yes... 
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velation, any otherwiſe then we have ſpoken of; 
And whoever he is that rebels againſt the light 
of the Word, he ſhall-never have the light of the 
Svirit. Whilſt thou doft not foHlow the direCting 
tight of the ſpirit,thou ſhalt never have the quice 
keningand eheriſhing beams of it. 

- And thus you have heard the double Teſtim: 0+ 
ny* the Spirir witneſſing with our Spirit, and 
| now yourhuſtknow; that *' » 
| © 1. The Teſtichony of Gods Spirit is alwayes 

þ accompani:d with 'the Teſtimony of' our own 
© fpirit: and ſo that word Row. 8. is fignificanty 
F  goppayrogs which is properly of one, that 'docy 
only confirm what the other ſayes: Bur'then 

© 2A man may have the teſtimony of his own ſpi- 

= Tit, that has not the witneſs of Gods ſpirit, The 
© Spirit a$ it breaths when it pleaſes, ſo it ſhine 
EZ when ir pleaſes too : Well then, the queſtion is 
= wh-ther the Chriſtian; who has bat the fingl 
& *. r ftimony of his own ſpirit,may be affured of his 
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= * 'Mr. Perkins propounds the caſe, and. refolve 
it thus : It the ceſtimony of the Spirit be wants 


20S =-=5 =o r=>sÞ = 


8 -k &, then the other teſtimony ; the ſan&ificatid '| 
» ot -h:art, will ſuffice to aflcre us. 'We know if & 
at 
4 hes And'his meaning is, as indeed the thing WI be 


” * fiffieizntly* to be trite; and not paitited fire, [/ 
+»- there be hear, though there be no flame; half 
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The white Stone. a7 i 
an aſſurance. I may ſce a thing certainly by the 
light of a Candle , and yet I may ſee it more 
clearly by the light of the Sun, And for my part, 
| think that certainty does not confilt 7» puutto, 

. but may admit of a latitude; and receive magis 
and minus : And the contrary principle does de- 
; Iude many. There's an abſolute and infallible 
certainty in faith,and by this I know the creati- 

| on of the World : well, but beſides this, 1 
4 S= it by reaſon and by unqueſtionable de- 
monſtration,and I think this adds to my certains 
ll 59 So here; though one teſtimony be enough 
| = Aſſurance, yet a double lng akes it... - 
. | more glorious. Certainty admits. of dept ** 
v and a man may be more certain of a thing, "ts 
« he is already certain of. Take ewo Chriſtians,” ® 
I both may be aſfured of their ſalvation ; and yet ..; 
5 one may have a clearer affurance then the oth A 
"uf 04s: One may have a double teſtimony , and # 
1 anotherbut a lingle, Nay, the fame foul may .2 
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| have at one time adouble teſtimony, and at ane. ® 
J] other but a {ingle. The light of the ſpirit may. * 
= and does often withdraw it felt, and leave-only + 
4-the witneſs of our own ſpirit; and yet then the 
- I] foul has affurance. Bur'yet the ſoul ſhould aims 
, atthe higheſt Plerophory, at the top of aff. 
I rance ; Tl.cn quench not the ſpirity "Y ou 
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rant, that comes to comfort you , =__ him no! 
cauſe to withdraw his light. | 
* Qreft. But what if the ſoul have not the wit- 
neſs of Gods ſpirit, nor of its own ſpirit neither? 
What if ic have no preſent light, no certain evi= 
dence? 
Anſw. There's one way left yet; have re- 
pourle to former Aſſurance. Doſt thou certain- 
know and remember, that once thou hadſt a 
weet ſerenity of ſoul? that anenlightened con- 
ſcience upon/gaod grounds, did ſpeak peacs un- 
45h ? 'Didſt thou never” ſee te li C of the 
tcrowning thy ſoul with Tcentyl beams? 
thou {ure that once he did bear witneſs with 
of Fete, that thou wert the Child of God} 
" Why y then, be ſure ſtill that thou art in the ſame 
airion : for there's no total falling from 
race. Thy light (it may be) is put out for the 
* gram Conſcierice docg'not ſpeak ſo friendly 
) thee, as *twas wont. And thou haſt greeved 
£1 ſpirit, ; teh he has took it unkindly, and ha 
hab off his light for a while : But now canf 
- tho1 rememberthe dayes of old, when the Rock 
| *..-Pour'd out Oil unto hes, when'thy branch wal 
4 " pr.cn an | fouriſhing? Canſtthou certainly re 
3 All thy former Aſſurance ? Canſt tel! the tin 


he ſpirit did ſt his ſeal unto wk an s. | | 
met we thine rk ancand Well th! 
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down bur perſeverance for a ground, and thou 
art ſtill afſared of thy ſalvation : The ſpirits te- 
Rimony is of an eternal trath: And heaven and 
earth ſhall ſooner paſſe away, then one beam of this 
- | 1b hall vaniſh, though now it be not apparent 
Þ to thy eye. When the ſoul for the prifentis 2? 
= Sealy and dark, it may cheriſh it ſelf with for- 1 
- | mer affurance. Now: that a ſoul may have no 
all ſenſible Aſſurance for the preſent, and yet may 
= remember former Affurance, is clear in that ho- 
|| ly manDavid, Plal. 5x. 12. Reſtore unto me the 
ef} joy of thy ſalvation, and uphold me with thy free ſpi- 
{0 rit. Davids joy was extinguiſht, and he would... 
fain have it lighted again: Three things 5 Its ; 
ply*d in the word Reftore. 1. That for the pres 
ſent it was taken away. 2. That once he hath it. LM Y 
3. He remembers that he had it, and therefore * 4 
prayes, Reftore pe me For Jy of thy ſalvationzand.- ? 
uphold me with th fr ſpirit; that was the ſpring 
of Davids jo 07, th imony of the ſpirit wit> 4 
neſling with his Fart. was that which did up» 7 
hold and ſtaffe up the ſoul. Davids own ſpirit | 
' #asnow very unquiet,and Gods ſpirit did withs |} 
draw himſelf;z and now the beſt" refreſhment? 
\that David has, is from ſormer Affarance. - Ki. | 
ay” truc, there is ſome ſadneſs and diagy ntl Gd 
un | contlracion when a Chriſtian ſhall x "4 
al as loſt, O,-my foul was onee a 
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$0 The white Stone. 
Tewple full of fair windows, and oodly p rol 
pry , and glorious lightz 1 could take aprosfi q. 
&of X48 when | pleaſed,but now I «dwellf : 
in Shs tents of Kedar, nothing but blackneſs and 1. 
| darkneſs. There is trouble and a ſting in theſe] 5 
b thoughts ; 3 but yet there is ſome honey and 
|  Tweetneſs too: Was Inotonce afriend of God,ſ 1; 
| * and does he uſe to forſake his friends? Did hef| 1; 
| not once ſpzak pears to thee, and does he uſe to Ty 
& recall his words 2, Did not he ſhed his love inf] ; 
E thy heart, and is not his love immortal ?-Did 
| rot his ſpirit ſeal up thy ſoul, and is not thefſ , 
| A'G of that ſeal indeleble? ſpeak , did not. hel {| 
£4 nee ſhew thee thy name written with his own "bs 
T and in the Book. of life, and does he uſe to L 
F blot our what he has written? Doſt not thou Fe 
| remember » did not he fmile upon thee in ſuch 
* andſuch an Ordinance, and are his ſmiles de-| | 
ceitful? Ono ! reſt ſatisfied, O Chriſtian ſoul, l 
® $-yak thy (elf in thoſe rich cxpreffions of his : 
I love, which he has. formerly beſtowed upon 
Be: z.0 queſtion! not. his goodneſs, but prep: 
by Gf for receiving of i it, The ſtreams are. 
yet the Fountain is full ;. thou halt 
Shad fome taſtes of it , thou now rhowan df 
"AJ wi rity: and chou ſhalt have in time f 
Du up of his grace nagar thee 3 in 
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4 drops which thou haſt taſted of it will cheriſh 
thy ſoul to all eternity. The leaſt drop of grace 
ſhall never be exhauſted, the leaſt ſpark of true 
joy ſhall rever be exftinguiſht; all the floods 
that the Dragon can vomit out of his mouth, 
ſhall never be able toquench it. But then 
' 4. Put thecaſe thus, that there be no Sun- 
light, nor Starre-light, nor reliques of former 
light ; neither the teſtimony of Gods ſpirit, nor 
of our own ſpirits, nor any recalling of former 
aſſurance; what muſt the ſoul do now ? Now 
look to the dawning of the day, to the firſt Cre- 
puſculum; look now to the initials-of grace, to 
the preface of ſanRification. Thou canſ not, it 
may be, ſhew any fair and lively pourtraifturez, 3 
I, but haſt thou the firſt draughts and rudiments 4 
of holineſs ? Thou haſt not any goodly & delici= 2 
ous cluſters of Canaris O but ſee if the tender 
grap: do bud. There are not any ripe fruits of the. 
ſpirir,but yet are'\there ſom bloſſomings of holi» * 
_neſthy graces don*tflow out into ſo fall & fair 
a ſtream 3 but canſ{tthou ſee any bubblings up of 


p 


goodne(s in thee? Thou haſt not yet the ſtreng chi 
4 awell grown Chriſtian ; well, but is there the 
 7agitus of an Infant ? Look now; to the ſouls; 
wy Pfizing of a Chriſt,to the whimperings after the ©” 
preaſt, to the breathings and longings aftes its* = 
Ecloved,thoughts npon him, defires for himgemn-. 2 
Kayoreafter him,there's much comfort &fweety.. 
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- n2{s intheſe:: 1, and ſome kind of afſurance Fax 
1. Bz ſure, that God that has*begun thiy 
great work inthee, will never give over. xill it 
be full and compleat; he does not uſe toJeave 
his work imperte&. The leaſt tendency to good- 
nels is cheriſhed by him The very firſt motion, 
igof his own planting and it ſhall lack for.no 
watcrins, and he himſelf will give it an increaſe, 
2, The leaſt ſeed of grace, as *tis choice and 
precious ſo *ris very vigorous and operative, 
It will never leave working till Chriſt be forme 
ed in thee. Vko hath deſpiſed the day of ſmall 
things? Thy ſpark may ſpread. it (elf into a 
Alam, and thy tender bud may flouriſh, and 
Z bring forth much fruit. He that is richeſt in 


© prac; beg nwithaslittle aftock.Hz thatis now 


a tall Cedar, was oncea tender plant. Improve 
4 bat preſc ent trength 5 and God will ſend thee 
” in freſh ſipplies, Auxiliary forces,and thou ſhak 
© walk 'r2m ſtrength to ſtrength , till thou aps 
-, pzareſt before God in'glory. Thy light ſhall 

| ſhin: out brighter and brighter till pertc@ day 
© Donec. ſtabiliatur dies, according to the $ rice, 
$4ill thou comeſt to a firm and well eſtablifhe ab | 
EZfarance. Th:lcaſt peeping out of light, the kealll... 
dawning of the day is pleaſant and comfortabla-..x 
7.7 5. If thou canſtnot ſpy out any grace .int 


& Rf, borrow light of another. Lay open. 
HE {LORE : | 4" oO 
+ foul toan Interpreter, one of a- thouſand 
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may —_ thy condition, and paraphraſe up= 


a Goes 1 gr wo [take faſt hold of that precious 
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on thy. foul better then thou thy {elf canſt. This * 
Interpreter, one of a thouſand may more exactly. *: 
analyſe thy condition, and ſhew the context and 
coherence of it. *Tis the ſpeech of Elihu, -Job 
33- 23- There mects him a Meſſenger, an Inter- 
reter;, one among a thouſand,to hew untohim 
is up rightneſs; 3: Hee] ſhew thee, here's $racks a 
and there's grace; here's a true pear], and there's 
a ſpark though-in aſhzs, and there's an evidence. 
A diſceming: and experienced Chriſtian wa 
 ſhew thee cauſe of joy., when thou. canſt find 
non2thy ſelf. 'Tis no ſhame to borrow light, ; 
eſpecially ſpiritual light. I 
6. 'Oneſtep Ce What if after allthis didds 2 
be n>t the leaſt glimmering of light, nothing of ® 
a ſpark nothing of abeam; a total eclipſe,” all ? 
Clo ids and blackneſs and darkneſs, 'and the ve- 7 
ry valley of the ſhadow:of death? yer even heie © ; 
will wefear none ill; of 
x. When reflex aQtg are wanting , be- ſure toy J 
multiply dire afts: when there 1s no certaint 
of Evidence, yet even then have'a certainty of 
| Adherence, and Recumbency. 'Now'g ap a 
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will T truſt in him. Thus our Saviour, My God uh 
my God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? And this of 
muſt needs be a ſtrong a& of taith, even then tal] g 
rely upon Gad when he ſeems thine enemy'; taff 
truſt in an angry and difpleaſed God, and whenf 
he frowns on thee, yet then to lean upon'hing, ol 
' Like menready to be drowned, be fure- to take 
- * Aaſthold; caſt Anchorgthough.in the dark. ., 
© - 2. Study ſelf-denya), and though thou long 
* and breath after Aſſurance ; yet refign up thy jþ, 
” ſelf wholly to his will, and be contentro wang wy 
aſſurance; if he ſee it beſt for thee. Take heed off;,.: 
murmuring in the wilderneſs; in the addeſtandÞl; 


 moſtdeſerted condition. Throw thyſelf at hig 

> Let, withithis reſolution; Qmy God; ile ble q, 
* "thee for thoſe eternal treaſaresof ſweetneſs tha, 

' /are in thy (lf, though Iſhould never tafte of wi 
them: PJe blefſz thee for thoſe ſmiles of thy fact to 
& "which thou beſtoweſtupon others, though thoufſth; 
{ wilt not caſt orie gracious look upon my ſoul,,i 
b> Ue blefſe thee for thoſe rich offers of grace thay tua 
© *makeſt unto me ; thotigh-I have not aheart raltþc 
= by holdofthem: i, 
> 3. Put thy foul into a waiting poſture';" aj n 
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Dad till he pleaſe to dilplay ſome of hini{elf 
{to thee, and make ſome: of his goodneſs? 
"a * ; ; ns $ KEY TS qARSS © T2 
ky | SLUT thee, One beam of his co 1atnees” 
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þ the leaft crumb of the hidden Mannaz *tis worth 
waiting forall thy life-time. And when I ſpeak 

is of waiting, 1 mean; not that the ſoul ſhould 

"T frand ſtill, and do nothing; no, this were againſt 

if the Text, Give diligence, &c. improve all pre- 

'y ſent ſrength, wait upon him in prayer, beg one 

bs glimpſe of him, be earneſt for a taſtesfor a reliſh 

tf of the hidden Mannaz and wait ypon him in bis 

"| Ocdinances,here the ſpirit breaths here Manns 

8h rained down, here God ſhews his face, here is 
v9 the ſealing place , the ſpirit conturms the word, * 
oy and prints it upon thy ſoul. 7 hus wajt upon him 

9F infhis own way 3: 1, and wait upqn. him in his 

Wy own time too, doit think time tediqus; He that 

Wy beleeves, makes nat bafſte, which St. Payl rene 


of 
(if ders 3. He that beleeves is uot aſhamed; as.if to Þ 
FE make. haſte and be aſhamed were all gne. God 1 
will wonderfully prepare the ſoul,that he means 
<Olito fill with his love, Afurance istoo precious a © 
olffithingo be powered intq every ſpirit ; He won't + 
Bout vor wine into olg bottles, God js all this while 2 
Olfinaking thee. more -capable of his loyez and Y 
bough or the prfne thou bat pp aſian. 
Ypeuthus truſting and waiting upon ,þ 
tin a great tendency to it. 
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46 The white Stone. 
to a full poſſeſſion of thine inheritance,and thoy 
ſhale ſee the glorious Junsſhine of the face off. 
God, a beam of which thou didſt ſo 'thuehloug 
for here: | AY 
We come tiow ts the fourth particular : thoſ 
_. ſpecial ſealing times, when Chriſtians have:the 
":Afſurance antl Plerophory; Fc 
r. Matiy times at their firſt converſion, Gol 
does'then ſeal up tlie wotk of grace in the ſoul 
When the ſpirit of bondage las paſt upon thi 1 
ſou], and by a ſtrong conviRion, has apply d 
particularly guilt and wrath unto it; the famlſ 
| kar "'pronounc't,' and the ſoul -is filly A 


| 
J 
( 


| with thie'ſtorching pre-apprehenfions'of hlf k 
, and damnation, & trembles at the vefy:thou th 
of cternity : Now for the Goſpel to bring tha c, 
welcom 'newes of a pardon, and for the ſpirirq W; 
adoption to apply grace ahd mercy unto th yo 
ſoul: for the priſon-doors to be broken' opal $1 
and a poor captiye ſet at libetty'; to-liave 1 Pat 
” rhe Chains and fetters beaten off, and to | 
 broughtintoa marvellous light; ro have all dy, 
” | balm of Gilead powered into him , Evangelit of | 
> fruitions and cordials prepared for' him, 'allf; 
| which isrhe very extraftion and quintefſenclh,,, 
© | all; he love of a Saviour ſhed imo tighedi s 
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ons of ſpiritual ſweetneſs ? What ſecret ſprings 
ings and elevations of ſpirit? What triumphs 
what Jubilees, what love-raptures? I am my © 
Beloveds, and my Beloved is mine. 1 muſt appeal © 
to your breaſts that have found this great and 
heavenly work wrought upon your ſoul ; "tis 4} 
you only that have taſted the joy of the holy 3 
Ghoſt, that is glorious and unſpeakable. And *Y 
do you tell us, had not ye then the firſt reliſh of 
the hidden Manna ? was not it very fiwect and? 
delicious? hadſt not thou then the firſt glimpſe' 3 
is ofthe White Stone ? and wasgot it very bright ! 
uy and orient? hadſt not thou then the Spouſes 2 
el kifſe, and was not it precious and more worth.” * 
MJ then a world ? didſt not thou then firſt hear the - 7 
s ſoft language and whiſperings of the ſpirit, and + ” 
ty was not his voice lovely and pleaſant ? I know © - 2 
.Uy your ſouls dance within you, with the very re» 
A calling of ſo happy and golden a time, and you - 
Y pant and breath after more of this communion + * 
1s oor, and tru] cer a - 
I thema, that does not preter the very poſlibility: - 
10 of having of it before all the world, Hoſea a 
8. hoc Jennr up F Child, _ I loved bim; 1 
taught Ephraim alſo to go, taking them by their 
Clerms, 1171371; I taught him to ot it on the 
waycs of Religion , sgNediir; 7 drew then” © 
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| as The white Stone. 
| follicitations, with bands of love, I was to them as. 
” they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and TI laid 
meat unto them. The yoke of bondage the ſoul 
- was under, God freed the ſoul, brought him to. 
- ancafiepleaſant yoke. God has a. ſpecial care 
2, of tender plants; when Iſrael! was a tender vine, 
+. Othen he fenced it, and hedged it, and ſhone 
© out upan it, &c. | 
& Now Chrift is thus pleaſed to reveal his love, 
"to unboſom himſel unto the ſouls of young 
” Converts, for their greater incouragement in 
\, thewayesof gracg: At the firft ſtep to heaven 
he gives them a viaticume If after the ſoul had 
| been ſtcept in legal humiliation ,' and pofſef 
 - Withfears and terrours, and amazements come 
=. paſt with Clouds, and now at laſtit hasbem 
-. * drawnby amighty work to receive a Saviour ti 
& Tf after all this itſhould have no Sun-ſhinec, if 
{ would droopand languitſh, and be ready to pind] di 
* . away; it wouldbe very unfit and unroleed e 
=. the wheels of the ſoul woud move heavily:Godl 
therefore oils the wheels, poures the Or! of glas 
- #eſie into the ſoul. And now it meves like th 
Chariots of Aminadab , wirh- a nimble ſpontlf 
| neity. Chriſt begins to flouxiſh through the La 
- _ ices, [ts in ſome of his love into the ſoul 3M 
-  "andgives itaſenſe of this love too,and this comiface 
Crakua 6.29 obedience, & ſets the ſoul a longilligy 
*aV\" l . ha T 
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for more of this love, and for more ſence of this 


; 

| love;8& fo ic will never leave longing,til it have a 
LE full fruition of it in heaven: this isGods method, 
) 

e 


n— 
, 


this is the uſual progreſs of grace in the ſoul. : 
And hence you may ſee why young Converts _ 2? 
are uſtally ſo aftive in the wayes of Religion, ſo 4} 
forward and vehement. O, they have freſh ap< * 
prehenſions of the love of a Saviour ; what an"? 
eminent alceration he hath wrought in themg 
I how they are raiſed from death to life ? O, they-$ 
ing can tell you ſong ſtories of his goodneſs , what ? 
Jl great things he hath done for their- ſoul. So 
6y that their affe&ions are raiſed : there js a fluſh » ? 
" of joy the ſoul runs over, and knowes no banks, © 
wy] no bounds. Thus God does many times foal | 
upthe work of grace in the ſoul; and givesa ſa= 
Ytizfying light at the firſt converfion : bur yer 1.” 
(cannot ſay that this is alwayes ſoz for there are 
g diverfitics of workings, and grace ſometimes 
moat in the ſoul ae: a moreftill and undif- 
Wcernable manner ; as we ſhall have occafzon'to 


riFlpeak more hereafters 

2. Sacrament-times; are ſealing times. I ſpeak. 
tegot the Sacrament of the Lords Supper; for as ' = 
ator thoſe ſecret breathing of the ſpirit upon In» - | 5 
3 tes in that other Sacrament of Baptiſme,they _ -? 
one altogether unſcarchable, and paſt finding” #7 
KNow in the Lords Supper you have the _ YA 
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Covenant ſealed up unto the ſoul; the ſonl hay? 
+  notonly his graces increaſed, but they are prints 
-" ed clearer; that ſeal of the ſpirits does print a 
> Chriftians evidences with a clearer ſtamp. You 
' have plaln and viſible repreſentations of the love 
+ of a Saviour; and you have th: ſenſe of this love 
&” powred out into you. A Chriſtian teeds not only 
& - upon ſacramental bread,but upon hidden Manng 
00,8 has taſtes of that love that is ſweeter they 
win: Here's a feaſt of fat things;The ſoulis ſatisfis 
E ed as with marrow & ſweetneſſe; ſpiritiial refreſh 
:, mentslike fat things,they arc ſweet, and they ar 
* filling too; yer not like the fat things that havel 
cloying fulſomneſs in them; no, theſe carry 
delicious reliſh with them, ſuch as the ſoul ta 
preſent complacency in them, and has a longinj 
appetite for them. The ſoul 'never nauſcats thi 
feaſt of fat things; but the more it feeds upg 
them, the-more it hungers after theme Now dh 
two grand ends of this Sacrament in refereng 
toa Chriſtian, are x. Growth of Grace. 2. Senl 
of Grace. *Tis a Sacrament of Augmentationh 
_ which anew-botn-infant-ſoul may grow upt 
” - *ItsJuſt proportion and - full ſtature in Je of 
| -ÞChriſt; and'tisa Sacramentevidencing this 


| condition to the ſoul. Chriſtians come hid 
- . © ad corroborandum Titulum ; the ſmoaking.. 
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the worm Facob crawles into the preſence of a 
Saviour, and is ſent away with an encouraging 
voice, Fear not, thou worm facob. Many a tender 
babe in Chriſt, has ſtretcht out his weak and 
trembling hand , to lay held of a Saviour, and 
has found vertue coming out from him. Many. a - 
thirſty ſoul has come breathing and panting af- 
ter the ſtreams of warter;it has opzned his month. * 
il wide, & he has fill:d it. Thelonging 8 aff<&io»; uy 
4 nate ſoul has come with vehement and enlarged 
ol defires, 8 has found full expreſhons & maniteita=+ 
tions ofhis love towards her. Many acloudy foul 
© has come hither to ſee jf he could ſpie out one 
Ybeam,$ has bin ſent away brightcy then the Sun 
Jin all its glory. You thatcome hither with the 
WW moſt - ample and capacious ſouls; tell us whe- 
W ther you be not filled ap to the brim , wherher 
oy your cupdon't overflow ? O what heavenly en-" , 
J tzrcourſe is there between you and a Saviour I». . 2 
T what P zaſant aſpets?, what mutaal loves* . 
glances? what ſmiles and blandiſhments? Do |? 
Wnot you finde in your own ſouls, a fall Para- 
Wrhraſe upon the book of the Canticles, that book 
of Loves? He comes with an earthy and drollie *- 
AJfoul, that is not raiſed and advanced with ſuch 
agplorious myſteries. ” ONE 
* And yet my meaning isnot, as. if eyery;true- © 
Unriſtian that had received this Sacrament,muſt =» 
meds have aflurance 3 No, we know Tee 
Pp Ef "SMES * 5-0 A my : OO 4  Be- L 
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x. Belcevers thenifelves may receive unwors; 
-- thily, as the Chriſtian Corinthians, (when Paul: 
tells them) they came together for the worſe, 
© andnotfor the better, he ſpeaks it of ſuch as! 
© were truly inthe ſtate of grace. Thus he con» 
-- 'cludeshis diſcourſe, Tou are chaſtered of the Loyd 
that you might mot be condemned with the worlds 
- And thus the ſoul may go from a Sacrament 
> Wwith lefſe comfort then it brought thither, - 
E--* 2, Many that have much joy and ſweetneſy 
” from a Sacrament, real and ſpiritual joy, 1 and 
* firength and vigour too, yer it may be haveit 
” notinſogreat aproportion, in ſo high a meg 
> - ſure; their cup is not-ſobrim full, as that ill 
” ſhould rcach 'to affurance. All that do truly} 
partake of theſe heavenly delicacies, yet don! 
£0 away equally ſatisfied. Sonic have but a taſif 
which is enough to cheriſh them, others a fulllf/ 
draught which doth mightily enliven them. $0 
then, all we ſay is this, thoſe Chriſtians tha 
bave affurance, bave it uſual at theſecime 
and. ' ſome - Cliriſtians that have” wants 
aſſurance, yet het have found © it ,; 'whid 
ſhould ſtrongly engage allto come hither with 
great dy ſolemn preparation , quickening anlf 
exciting&#heir graces, improving all preſalll 
. » bathing and longing after theſe pleay #s 
ams,' widening enkenlarnine their dr 
enive their mouths like a dryanlſ'# 
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| thirſty JLand that waits for ſome fatisfyin 
| rad and would fain be filled. es 
| 3: Times of employment are ſcaling times. 

$| When God intends a Chriſtian for great and e- 

-© minent ferviceghe firſt makes his goodneſſe paſſe 
before him, mp ſome of his love into his. 

J hcart, which doth both conſtrain him to obedjs. - 
J ence, and encourage him in it ; his ſmile makes' 
the ſoul go chearfully about his work, his 7 

f ps gives life and vigour to aperformance., , # 

e ſervantsof God wait on him, fix their eyey 

J upon him, look whether he gives them a propis 

zi clous glance, they walk in the light of his 

ie countenance, they follow the direCtion of his 

lylf-cyc they won' move imleſs he breath on them. 

"8 Moſes won't ſtir without afſurance of his pre- 
I ſence. All the cluſters of Canaas ſhall not en» 

Il tice him, he had rather dwel with briars and 

gf thorns in the wildernefſe, with the good will of 

fl him that dwells in the buſh : He had rather be 

& ina barren, and deſolate and howling wilders: 

neſſe ; then ina pleaſant and fruitful Landy ina 
delicious Land without the preſenggot his God. 
of He knows there is no ſweetneſs iganaanwith- 


nd out him 3 there is more pe th honey in the 
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Land of Promiſe, unleſle ke there ; and Ca- 
a4 2041 it ſelf will prove a yaldernefe if heggith- 
aff draw himſelf. The beatsof his gracioWPre- 
w.[ence, theſe gild a place : they can tum a de- , -? 
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} Fertintoa Paradiſe, and can make a priſon glo-:[| the 
 rious. Theloveof God in Chriſt it is attractive'F his 
and magnetical,anddrawes the ſoul along when. 

>. It is once toucht with it, this will draw Moſes to | ph 
the Land of Promiſe, this will carry him 

& through all difficulties. God ſhedyſome of thix; 4 
© Jove into Moſes his heart, and then he goes on} af 
E with chearfulneſſe and alacrity. And fo it was 
þ> with his ſucceſſour Joſhua, God calls him to an' 
>* Honourable imployment, ro be the Shepheard of 
= his little flock, to guide and govern his people 
Tfrael. Now how does he prepaae him for fo 
| eat a work ? why, he ſtrengthens him, and} fa 


heartens himwith a promiſe of himſelf, with 7 
aſſurance of his love : Fear not, but be of courage} 11 


T am with thee ; Thou haſt my preſence , thou 
ſhalt have my bleſling, I have dos much for 
thee, and I willdo morefor thee ; be faithful in 
my ſervice, and be couragious, and do nc 
+ -  doubtofthe love of God towards thee. Thu 
# Cod whenhe called 4brabamto that great ex}. 
-_ _ preſſion of obedience in the ſacrificing of his 1 
EE | ay he firtwayms his heart with his love, and 
+ Teals up the Cove 
- uy before hin 
'romiſes, I' gm t 


ant of grace to him; he 
1 ample and comprehenfivg 
God Alk-ſufficient, I am thy} 


: 


Buckler, and thine exceeding great reward; and 


| ; his U] bear up gng ſupport Abraham, thoug! 
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©f. diets them with the hidden Manna, and gives 
"pledge of vitory. Whatis it but this that makes * 
| turns them into a bed of Roſes; *tis this that fills © * 
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the ſtaffe of his old age. be taken away, and by 
his own hands caft into the fire. 
And this was his uſual dealing with. the Pro- 
phets, when he ſent them with great and weigh- 
meſſages. He firſt reveals his goodneſs ta 
| fag before he reveals his minde by them, *he 
affures them of direting mercy, of protefting 
mercy that ſhall bear them company, that ſhall 
go along with them : and this puts a generous 
undauntedneſs upon them, thatthey fear not the : : 
frowns of mengnor the threatnings of men,nor of 
the greateſt of men: this makes Feremy to ſet his 
face like a flint, and Eſay tolrft up bis voice like &. ; 
Trumpet, to tell lracl their fins, and Judah their "4 
tranſgreſſions. 4 
And this is that which prepares the Martyrs 
for their ſufferings.God tempers and allayes that : 
Cup, hedrops ſome of his goodneſs into it, and 
{weetens it to them. He firſt ſets his ſeal to their 


ſouls, before they ſet their ſeal to his truth? he . } 


them before-hand the White Stoxe, as aſure '* 


them devoure torments, and come to them with 2 
an appetite? *cis this that ſoftens the flames,and - 3 


their fouls with joy, and their niourhs with © 
prnes : that makes them more chearful in their : \ 
ufferings, then their Saviour in his; for they” . 


* 
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ually have the face of a reconciled God ſhi= 
ning out upon them , which was wholly with. 
drawn frogn him, when he cryed out, my God, my 
God, why haſt thou Jorſeker me 2 | 


ſpirit that indines the Prayer, ſeals itup. When: 


: more ſad. As *tis the great priviledge of afly- 
© ance, That Chriſtians may then with confidence 


| Affarance. The hearing of prayers is a mighty 
Ei | peeniog to faith; and the ſtrengthening of 
L>faith does | | 

© Chriftians may pray for affurance ; they may be 
* Importunate for a glimpſe of his face, for one 
beam, for one ſmile, and his bowels, won't leg 
him deny them. Hence you ſhall finde it, that 
ſach as aremoſt frequent in Prayer, are.moſt bleſk 
with aflurance. Praying Chriſtians have much 


F". ranccy I fay a national plerephory z when God 
* fhallpourcout aſpirit of prayer and ſupplicati- 
Þ "on upon his people, and. th 


4. Praying times are ſealing times, The ſame 
Hannah had pur up her Prayer, x Sam. 2.18. the: 
text yo? expreſly , that her countenance was nd. 


” ery Abba Father : fo alſo *tis a great means to: 


nely tend to affurance. Beſides, 


| Intercourſe and communion with their God, 
+ And thus there may be a national kinde of affu-' 


pon hi: ant with united and: 
; concentricated abilities ſhall beſiege the Throne: 
| Of grace; there is no doubt, there can be no. 
Sad anthus=; > 1-101 
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= | cy to his praying People. 


5. Times of outward exigencies axe ſcaling 
cay, yet our inward man is renewed dayly ; that. 


feeds upon hidden Mannah, a precious reſtauras, 
© tive for a fainting Chriſtian : Manna you know. 


except only the caſe of total deſertion, when the 
which is the ſevereſt judgement that a trueChri- 


«| tian iscapable of : but in other diftre 
ay cially outward and temporal diſtreſſes, he does 
{t'J reveal himſelf more immediately to them. And 


bf though the creature frown, yet he will ſmile up» 
on them. Belcevers they __ the friends of Ge 


1-J and*cis no part of friendſhip to forſake them in © : 
d | the ſaddeſt times. St, Fob, when a baniſhe man 1 
[- | inthe Iſle of Pathmosgthen God ſhewes him that* +. 
d- glorious Revelation. Paul and Silas,when in pris 7 
2. 
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doub;, butatlenpth he will yield up ſuch a mer- ; 


times, 2 Cor. 4+ 16. Though our outward man de= ( © 


was rained down in rhe wildernzfs 3 and whgn' 7 
the Iſraclites proviſion failed them , then Manna © 7 
was rained down. When the water-pots are fill» 
ed up to the brim, then was the water preſently 
turned into wine : and fo this hidden Mannah bb 
is provided for ſad and cloudy conditions. We 3 


# 


foul has not the leaſt light ſhining in upon it, : 


ſon, then brim-full of joy, which breaks ont. ® 
into Pſalms of praiſe. In the fiery trial, as there ; 
j is ſome ſcorching, fo there is ſome light 9s 'Y 
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2 | —_ bis love upon it: wan Y\Rwo nnwny 


J * then moſt expreſſ his love, when they have moſf 
' need of it. The white Stoxe ſparkles moſt oris 


L ouſly does. God ſhine in upon the priſons of 


” Martyrs? what. frequent vifits does he give 
them? it might even make men ambitious of 


and temptations are ſealing times. God after: 


—} 
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$8 T he white Stone. 
And God does prepare his people for the ſeal off Mo 
the ſpirit, by thus melting and ſoftening theiofble 
heart; for the ſofter the heart is, the clearer will La 
the print of his love be. When God had brought por 
that great ſickneſs upon Hezekiah, and thus hadplc 
diffolved and foftned his heart, he preſentdlyf|yh 


k 


ou haſt loved my ſoul from the Grave. God does 


ently in the darkeſt condition. O how glori« 


their ſfferings, that they might have ſome ſuch 
expreſlions of his love towards them. 
6. Times of Victory and Conquefts over luſts, 


ſach, viftories will give his —_—_ triumph. 
This' is expreſt in that text of the Revelationg 


 Rev.'2; 17. 16 vir dere, To bin that over (e: 
| Comes will T give to eat of the bidden Mannahb, &c. | m 
#, Thus whenSaint Pay! was wraſtling with, and 
þ” conquering that great temptation , whatever it Þ 
| was,that is mentioned in 2 Corinthians 12, God | 
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fi Motto graven in it, my grace, &c. Thus that no= ; 
ble Chriſtian, and famous Convert of Italy, Ga= _* 
H kacius Caracciolus , when he had ſcorned the * 
tf pomp and luſtre of, the world, and had tram- | 
pled upon all relations forthe love of a Saviour: 
ff when Satan that cunning Angler of ſouls had 
} | t all his baits upon him, and he had refufed 
ff them all : O then what a deal of precious ſweet= | 
if nefle {lides into his ſoul? what raſhings in of 
i] glorious joy ? he had never ſuch joy at Naples, - 
i=| as he had at Geneve. You may hear him pro- 
J nouncing an Azatbema to all ſuch, as ſhall pre- 
&Þ fer all the gold and filver in the world before 
}{f £ one dayes ſweet Communion with Jeſus Chriſt. 
by As none have more dregs of wrath then relapſing 
FJ aud apoſtatizing ſpirits, (Remember but Spira's 
tsÞ caſe;) ſo none have ſweeter and choicer mercy 
xÞ then the faithful Servants of the Lord Jeſus,that 
h. follow him inthe houre of temptation. Apoſtates 3 
1, are ſealed upto a day of vengeance, but theſe are *' 
r= ſealed up to a day of Redemption.. Thus the 3 
c. | mourners in Ezekzel, that would not yield to the 
id] abominations of the times, muſt have a ſeal ſex 
it upon them. Thus. that Virgin-Company in the 7 
4 | Reveiation, that would not proſtitute their ſouls * 2? 
id } to Antichriftian folly, have the.ſeal of God in  * 
+ | their forcheads. This is the happineſs of aChri= 
I Rianzthathe has a ſweet ſatisfaQtion in A A 
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- al; indenying fin, inrepulſing luſt, in conquers 
= Ing temptation, in pulling out his right eye, in 
- cutting off his right hand, in mortifyiug the bo« 
> - dy of death, he has a ſweet fatisfaCtion in all 
theſe. And thus you have ſeen thoſe ſpecial 
ſealing times when Chvyiſtians have this high 
plerophory, theſe riches of affurance : we comg 
now to ſpeak of them ina more Applicatoryſſ 
Way. 
| T Times of aſſurance, they ſhould be timg 
of humility and dep:ndance upon God. Whey 
Moſes had been ſo long in the'Mount, and had's 
laſtre upon him by converſing wich Ged hims 
ſelf, preſently at the foot of the Mounr he meety 
with: matter of humiliation. The Iſraelites have 
made them a goldemCalfe ; Th, people , ſaye 
' God to Moſes, they have done this. And the A 
poſtle Pal, when he had been rapt up into tha® 
third Heaven, and had heard there ſome of 4} 
cana Coli, things that neither could nor might} 
be uttcred;for both are implyed in Afjnms fiyard © 
| there then comes a Mefſznger of Satan to buf 
him, he muſt be put in minde of himſelf by © 
- «horn in the fleſh, and that leaſt he ſhould be ewy®* 
Alted above meaſure with abundance of Revela® 
tions. A creature can't xamwvd.au pixey fry. 
4 little thing will putfe up a bubble,a ſmall hapY** 
 pine@willfyell up theSogs of men, Pride as Wi 
? | af 
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twines about the choiceſt graces, ſo it deyouresy 
thefivecteſt comforts. But yet there is nothing 2 
tends more to the ſonl-abaſement and ſelf-exina> ' - 
nition, then the beholding of Gods face, then * 
the ſeeing of his glory, this will make the ſoul © 
abhorre it ſelf in duſt and aſhes. The more God 7 
reveals himſelf anto the ſoul the more will the 
| foul ſee that huge diſproportion that is between 7? 
'Þ it ſelf and a Deity: There's none here below that - 5 
af ever ſaw more of Gods face then Moſes and Paul * 
aff had done, and there were none that ever had 
aff lower apprehenfions of themſelves. They knew 
28 well enough-what the Sun-ſhine of his preſence 
al Was, what a glorious fight it was to behold his © 
all face, and yet they had rather part with this,then * 
4 tie ſhould part with his glory. They are like men '_ 3 
J amazed with the vaſtneſs and ſpaciouſneſs of the 
3 Ocean, and make nothing of a little inconfide- 
4 table drop of Being. They that know not theſe 
treaſures of love and ſfweetneſſe, thoſe heaps of 
0 excellencies that are ſtored up in God, theſe, are 
x the grand admirers of themſelves. But when the 
aj foul comes to have a proſpe&of Heaven, and 
wall fixes its eye upon an objeR ofthe firſt magnitude. 
14 the creature difa {elf vanifhes and loſes 
wit If in the falnck of Ged. And if God doafs 
,pfare thee of this his love, thou 'canft not bus + 
hour at he grocer! hls goodnclegclhpeys 
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" ally when tho ſhalt recolleCt thy (elf, and think 
upon thine own unworthineſs. Thou that dic 
'not deſerye a beam of his face, what doeshv 
give thee a fall Sun-ſhine ? Thou that could 
not look for the leaſt taſte of his love, what doe 
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 hegive thee a whole cluſter of Canaan ? Thai | 

that didſt not deſerve the leaſt crumb of the hid 

d&n Mannah,does he fill thee an Omer full of if} * 

Nay, yet bigher; Thou that didft deſerve * 
brand from his Juſtice, does he give thee a ſealf © 

of his love ? he might have given thee gall andf F 

” vinegar todrink,and doeshe flow in upon the t 
” with milk and hony? he might have given the} ? 
” thefirſt flaſhes of Hell, and does he give theethd] f 
EF rſt fruirs of Heauen ? what couldſt thou hay © 
-- 'Iookt forbutancternal frown, an ddoſt tholf * 
” meet with ſo gracious aſmile? O then fall © 
* down and adore his goodneſs, and let all that */ 

* within thee bleſſe his boly name. Tell me now , i 

| there any ground for Lag in ſuch a ſoul? deg th 
' not aſſurance beſpeax humility ; and ſpealy bp 
| "mcerdependance? vB 
_ 2, Times of Aſſurance, they ſhould be ting] 2 
- of trampling upon the creature , and ſcorning wt 


of things below. Doſt thou now take eare or 
corn, and wine, and oil, when G«4 lifts upthj; ©: 
Tight of his countenance Try thee ? is thil** 


Y Game Angels food, this fame hidden Mannaby i pix 
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it too light meat for thee ? Now thou art within 


the Land of promiſe, feeding upon the grapes 


and pomegranates of the Land, doſt thon now 
long forthe garlick and onions of Egypt ? Now 
thou art within thy Fathers houſe,and the fatted 
Calf is ſlain,wiltthou now ſtill feed ugon husks? 


Art thou clothed with the Sun, and canſt not _ ; 


thou traraple the Moon under thy feet? O let 


them ſcramble for the world that have nothing 


elſe to live on. Pray give room to the green 


Bay=trees to ſpread themſelves abroad;but don't 


A «thou loſe thy tatneſſe and ſweetneſſe to rule o- 


ver theſe. Art thou ſure of Heaven,and wouldſt 
thou fix thy Tabernacle upon earth? Is it good 
for thee to be here ? or would'ſt have any more 
then the light of Gods countenance ? is it not 
enough that thou art ſure of happinefſe ? is not 
a Fountain enough for the@why wilt thou drink 


in muddy ſtreams? and thou that art filled with 
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:þ the love of a Saviour, canſt thou tell how to 
a4 pcnd a thought upon the world ?. is not there 


 Þ not hethe fair'ſt of ten thouſandaway then with © 
i adulcerous glances, for why ſhouldit thou ent= * 7 


more beauty in a Chriſt then in a Creature ? is 


-F brace the boſom ofa ftranger ? 


J k 11-3. Times of affurance they ſhould be cimes 
of watchfulnefſe, and more accurate walking 
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and killing aggravation. To fin againſt light is 
> r00 too much ; but to fin againſt love is agreat | 1 
k :deal more: this heightened Solomons Idolatry, | « 
© Ct Kings 11.9.) thathe turned fromthe God of || t 
 TJſrael which had appeared to him twice. What || v 
wilt thou with Feſpuran wax fat and kick, and: 
© kick againſt bowels too ? To provoke God ina th 
| wildern:f{> is not ſo much asto provoke him inf B 
” a Paradiſe. What could he have done more for'f P: 
E theethen he has don2? and what couldſt thou of 
havedone more againſt himthen thou haft done? [p 
and wilt thou ſtill requite him thus? wilt thou vil 
provoke him with Manna in thy mouth ? Doefthe 
he-give thee the ſweet cluſters of the Land , andFhax 
doſt thon return himwilde grapes? that which: 
is the ſtrongeſt engagement ta obedience , dolllo! 
thou make it an encourageyient to fin? art thouſot 1 

fo willing to daſh thy joy, to loſe thy. peace it 
And'Ohow will it pleaſe the powers of darkFed! 

 nefi>toſee thee abuſe a beam? The Devil has ſe 

veral-defigns againſt the welfare of a ſoul. Fir 
If itwere poflible hewould keep thee from anſſÞtin 
Es graccar all. Bar'ſecondly, tt he cann't do thattpr:; 
” - he would keepthee' from ftrength of grace, frolfowe 
'  growthin gracezhe would breakthe bruiſed Reelife boy 
and' he would quench the ſmoaking flax. But thelfhion 
ff heean't prevail here neither;then-in the thinid 
lace, 'he would keep thee from ſenſe of gracſ * 
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in a ſad and cloudy condition : he envies thee 
one beam, one ſmile, one glance of his eye.Burt 3 
then if the riches of Gods goodneſs do fo run o= 3 
ver, as that he will give thee a ſenſe of his loves ©? 

I then fourthly,in the laſt place,he wouldngt have 

Þ thee abuſe his grace,and turn it into wantonneſs; 

Þ But when God has planted thee in ſo happy a - 

4 Paradiſe, don't thou liſten to the whiſperings- 

iþ of: the Serpent. Thou that art ſealed by the hos 

MI !y ſpirit, dow. attend to a lying ſpirit. The de- 

xÞ vil that great plunderer of ſouls, would fain rob 

4llthce of thy Jewels, of thy joy and pzace, and 

\AFſhappinefſe : but do thou hide them in a Chriſt, 

hflinthe wounds of a Saviour; and take heed of 

of@lotting thine Evidences; thou that art a Child 
oof light, be not ruled by a Prince of darkneffz. 

-e WfGod give thee a ſenſe of his love, walk more 

rkMedfaſtly, walk more accurately with thy 

irft 4+ Times of affirance they ſhould be times 
ni inviting and encouraging others in the wayes 
hatYfgrace. Thus the Plalmiſt,when his Cup over- 

-oflfflowes, he calls others to taſt: of it, O taſte and 

> eellfe bow gracious God is, that ye way trufſtin him. 

thaffiou mayeſt now bring a good report upon the... 

hid of Canaan, thou mayeſt 'ſhew theni/the 
Spoily fruits of the Land , that were cutdown” .. 
brook E/rcol Men look upogReligiotiss 4 
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E more, they muſt never have a Summers day after 


| deliciouſneſs that is in the wayes of grace, thou 
> canſt aſſure them that all the wayes of wiſdom 
” are pleaſantneſs 3 thou canſt ſatishe them, that 
E .grace dozs not mean to take away their joy, but 


3 . Gods love, thediſplaying of himſelf, the be 


_ 


- of his love more worth then a world 
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them of their joy, they muſt never have a ſmile 
It; but thou canſt tell them of the ſweetneſs and 


( 
S 
tl 


only to refine it, that it does not mean to put ow | 
ehe light, but only to ſnuffe it, that” it may bun þ 
bright:r and clearer. There isno ſich Joy toll T; 


£ - found in the wayes of fin, there isno ſuch jaff Tt 


to be cxtrafted from the Creature 3 no, thiff $4 
"Awecteſt and pureſt honey *tis ſucked from; 

flower of Paradiſe. Spiritual {99 *tis the mall tak 
clarified joy 3 I, and 'tis ſolid and maſly ja as, 
beaten joy, like beaten gold, *AAndh wif / 
epupinares, 222. 1, and *tis laſting and dural bje; 
joy. All the Creatures make bur a blaze, bur Wflior 
leaſt ſpark of this*tis immortal. Can there liffſ@ny 
ſweeter Sabbatiſme of ſpirit? can there bifftion 
happier compoſednefſe of ſoul, then to be plfſach 
vided for cternivy ;'to be. ſure of heavenglſſhall 


happineſſ: and glory z to have the. revealing p 3 | 


Ings out of his face? is not the leaſt appean «8 
! are. © 
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| tage of temporals methinks anaflured Chrifti=: 3 
an,:like a'Galeb 'or a Foſhpna, ſhould: be'able and+ © * 

| ready.to'confute. all the falſe inteHNigerice ofthe 
ſpicy and to anſwer the weak obje&tions wy 4 
W | Tr "8 


|| they, bring againſt the Land of Promiſe. Awake. + 
| Oihiggard,. andarife, there is no Lion in- the * 7 
{ way, or if itbe, ithas honey in it: There arena. _ 3 
Sons of Auak, or if there be, before Iſracleven.. 7 
theſe mountains ſhall become a Plain. 'Y 
'5- Times of affurancethey ſhould be timesof!! 
th ffore, 'Our, «Sig ionru. Now treaſure up. * 
rm} beams, heap up.light, ſtore up hidden. Mannah, 
x1 To be ſarec,: this Mannah won't breed worms, 
gf Then thou mayeſt confidently applaud thy ſelf, 
ol Sort ake thine eaſe,thou haſt goods laid up for ma=  * 
4» zeares. Happy thou, it this night thy ſoul be. * 
of taken. from thee.. Storing, up of former eviden- 
1088 <&s, is a good provition againſt a cloudy day. 
6. Times of affurance ſhould be times: of 
-allf breathing after full poſl:fſion. The eſpouſed ſoul 
tiftould long for the Nuptials, for the full cog» 
 biÞſummarion of its joy: and by a heavenly grada». 2} 
tion it- ſhould aſcend in its thoughts. Is there © * 
pltfach ſweetneſſe in one cluſter of Canaan , what, © 
nefkall there be in the'full vintage ? is there ſucks 
nfileafantneſs in a proſpeRt.of the Land upon the 
velion of Mount Piſgeb, what happineſs ſhall chere 
ardin<pjoymegs ofthe Land ? is there ſuch glo» ? 
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ry in a beam of Gods face?what ſhall there be in 
an eternal Sun-ſhine 2. is there ſach a ſparkling } 
luſtre in the Vhite Stoxe, whatthen ſhall there be Þ | 
E inall thoſe Pearls that garniſh the foundations, 
& andmake up the gates of the nzw feruſalem? is | , 
E *there ſo much in the preface of glory, what ſhall F » 
xierebe inthe inlargements and amplificationg 


— of it? is there ſo much in the Znigma, what is | 
” there in the explication ? can you ſee ſo much I 4 
beauty in happin-fle, when her Mask is on, how || f 
* glorious then will ſh: appear when ſhe is un-F | 
veiled ? does the ſoul fing ſo ſweetly in a Cage b 

of Clay, what melody, think you, ſhall ic then} fl 
make when *tis let looſe to all eternity ? y 

Z. We now come to winde upall ina word of 
E - -application. | c 
&* = Now the more pureand delicious a truth is] e 
themore do the men of the world diſreliſh it: H 

the more bright and ſhining it is , the more of h 
fenſive ro their eyes. The more orient the Pearhſ T 

the more do they trample upon ir. Evangelicalfſ cl 
diſcoveries meet with the fierceſt oppofationsÞ] tl 
The Serpent will be ſure to winde into Pare] cl 
diſc, and the ſeed oof the Serpent ever knew how n; 


goſtill venomous and malignant conſequences} er 
out of {wet and flowery truths. *Tis the Def #, 
vils work to impriſon all trath, but the noblaſ” he 


and nioreprecions crachs muſt be ſure to be'pulſ” 
4% | | 
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inthe loweſt and darkelit Dungeons. © As here 4 
| now,Affarance of ſalvation, 'tis the very Crown | 
| andjoy ofa Chriſtian; the Flos laGtis, the Cream 3 
| of that "AY yaa, that is to nouriſh ſouls: 7 
|] *ris the budding and bloſſoming of happinzſe, Þ 
5 theantedating of Heaven the prepoſicfſion oft 
8 glory; *tis the very Pinacle of the Temple, the "2 
1 


ar4o0; how fain would he throwe Chriſtians 7 
| from thence? how would he' blaſt glory in the 
- | bud ? how fain would he pull down the- Su- 
& | burbs of the new Feruſalem ? how would he 2} 
n | ſtop all the freſh ſprings that are in theſe 2 how 

would he ſeal up the luſcious influences of the 2? 
off] Pleiades.? how fain would he Lycurgus-like, * 

cut up all the vines of Canaan, that no ſpy might * 
5s. ever bring one Cluftzrof the Land of Promiſe ? Þ® 
i} He himſelf muſt feed upon nothing but duft,and 
how does he envy them thzir hidden Manna? 
That Son of th2 morning. is now bound in 
chains of darkneſs, and how does he envy them 

their light and liberty ? how fain would he 
cloud andeclipſe their Sun,anditop it in its race? 
nay; ſet. it ten degrees backward ? -How does he 
"envy them one beam of God; face, a grape of Ca» 
&f #444, one ſmile,one glance of Gods eye ? Now 
1” he could finde out no fitter  infkrament .to rob 
pay "Chriſtians of their joy, then Antichriſt that 3 
q grand enemy of the Churchgthat ſpiritual Nero, "3 
"8 E 4 that, 
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Prince of darkneſs that rules in the Children of 


diſobedience. He rules them, and yet they are: 
Children of diſobedience for all that. This B=- 


ſian Empire , ( for ſo "tis ſtiled in the Revela- 


tion,) delights only in ſenfuals, and ftrikes at 
ſpiricuals. Jr ſtrikes at the vitals of Religion, at. 
the power and effence of godlineſs. Here are the' 


men that muft cry down Afurance under the 
names of preſimption, ſecurity, an heap of En> 
thaſiaſmes, as if this hidden Manna would 
breed all theſe worms. If men do but: dip in the 


Honey-combe,and take ſome of theſe voluntary 
drops that ſweat from it freely, of their own 


accord,as Say! told Fonathan,they muſt certain- 


ly die fof it. O this were a way to open their 
eyes, as it did Foxathans. They are loath to let 


mzn taſte and ſee how gracious God 1s, left they 
might traſt in him, | 4 
There are therefore two things which I ſhall 
here endeavor by way of Application, 
Firſt, to give you a brief diſcovery of thoſe 


grounds that neceſlitate the adverſaries of this 


truth co deny aſſurance. 


Szcondly, to take off that vain and frivolons 


cavil, that affurance is a Principle of Liberti- 
niſme, and that if men be once afſared of their 
falvation, they may then do what they liſt. 


And | 


thn, 
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t |” And firſt for the grounds that make them'de- 
f'| ny affarance- And though I might here ſhewat 
e | large, that all Popery, the Quinteſſznce of it is. 
» | extra&ed ont of guefſ?s and conjeRtures, their 
= | whole Religion is but a bundle of uncertainties, 
tf a rude heap of contingencies, built upon the 
tf thoughts of others, upon the. intentions of a 
e'Þ Prieſt 3 yet I ſhall let that paſſz now, and give" 3 
e Þ| you theſs four conſiderations that prevail with . 
> || them to deny aſſurance. =— 
di] 8. They lay too much ftrefſe upn good -+ 7 
e | works. Now aſſurance is too goodly a ftrafture 
y | to be built 1pon ſuch a foundation, They parg, i 
m | fakes between grace and merit, and fo leave the 
- | foal inatottering condition. There is ſo much 
ry pride bound up in the ſpirits of men, as that 
Cf they are loath to d:pend upon another for their 
5 happineſs, th:y wold have an innate and do- 
| eſtick happincſs within themſelves. But alas, 
Il Glf-bottomings are weak and uncertain, and 
they that build upon their own good meanings, # 
{I and ch:ir good wiſhzs, and good reſolutions, 
is upon their good endeavours and good works, | 
when they have don? all, they hag Calling the 7 
as I. -hou-z of the Spider. Theſe that ſpin ſalvation «., 
i- | Ot of their own bowels; their hope *ris but as 
aSpid-rs web. And there are many that neither * 
thas ſpia nor tail; and yetI fay unto you, that. 
*j 
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a Phariſee in all his glory is not clothed like one 
| of theſe, If men do but enquire and look a litth] 's 
to th2 ebbings and flowings of their own ſpirig] 
tothe waxing and waining of their own perfor t: 
mances : ſurely they will preſently acknowledgr t: 
- _thatthey can't fetch a Plerophory out of thz{ef} a 
| | Belzeve ity the ſoul can't anchor upon a wave,of t| 
- upon its ownflucuating motions. So that *tis af] d 
Piece of ingenuity in them, to tell men, thatY t 
whileſt they build upon the ſand, they can have 
no great ſecurity that their houſe will laſt long; 
they may fafcly fay of the Spider, that it can 
have no certainty that its houſe ſhall ſtand 
Whileſt they lean 1pona Reed wee'l allow them 
- £0 queſtion whether it won't break orno ; nay, 
x they pleaſe, they may very well queſtion whes! 
ther it won't pierce them through. They can be 
farc of nothing unleſs they be ſure of raine. Ab 
furance cannot be founded ina bubblegin a creas 
tare, for the very eſſence of a creature is doubts 
ful and waveriig, it muſt be built upon an im 
mutable Entity , upon the free love of God in 
Chriſt, upon his royal word and oath, the ſire 
exprefiions of his minde and love, upon the 
witneſs of the Holy Ghoſt, the ſeal of God hin 
felt. Hzre the ſoul may reſt, and lean, and quiet 
it felt, for with God th:re is no variableneſs 
nor ſhadow of turning, The creature is all bs 
ow 
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dow and vanity, 'tis filia n0Gzs 3 like: Fonab's 


gourd, man may fit under its ſhadow for a - ® 


while, but it ſoon-dzcayes and dies. All its cer- 
ainty is in depzndance-upon its God. A crea- 
tare, if likea fingle drop left to it (elf, it ſp:nds 
and waſts it ſelf preſently : bur if like a drop ir 


the fountain and Ocean of Being, it has abun= / * > 


dance of ſecurity. No ſatety to the ſoal, but in 
the arms of a Chriſt, in the embraces of a Savi- 
our. No reſt to a Dove-like ſpirit, but in the Ark 
of the Covenant, and there's the pot of hidden 
Manna. You know that dying Bellarmine was 
fain to acknowledge, that theneareſt way to a(= 


ſurance, was only to reſt upon the free grace of. 
God in Chriſt. And they that cry down duties © * 
ſo much, if they would mean no more then this, _ 


that men muſt not truft in them, nor make 
Chriſts of them, nor Saviours of them, ' (as the 


uſe to expreſs it) wee'l eaſily grant them this, if  * 


they'l be Eontent with it. - OM 
2, They take away that claſping and cloſing 
ower of faith it ſelf, by which it ſhould ſweet- 

y and ſtrongly embrace its own obje&, The 
would have the ſoul embrace cloud:, and dwell 
in generals; they reſolve all the ſweetneſs and 


preciouſneſs of the Goſpel , either into this Us - 4 
niverſal, 1/hoſoever beleeves ſhall be ſaved : or | 
elſe, which is all onez into this conditional, If ...! 
j thou 
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thou beleeveit thou ſhalt be ſaved. Now this is ſo 
© far fromafſurance, as that the Devils themſelves} 
” do thus believe and yet tremble. The thirſty: 

| fon may know that there isa Fountain; but it'F ; 
 _muſtnot preſume to know that ever it ſhall taſte, 

of it. The wound:d ſoul ( with them ) may} 
> takenotice that thene is balm in G:lead, but it} g 
© mult only give a gueſſe, that it ſhall b2 healed. P 


” They wor'callow the ſoul to break the ſh:ll ofa || | 
©. promiſe, ſo as to come to the kernel. They tfi-: , 
C. os faith, when it would ſpeak its own Idiom, | , 
” My Lofd, and myGed.. O what miſerable come Þ , 


 fortersare theſe : How can they ever ſpeak one'}] '; 

> word tpon the wheels,one ſeaſonable word to a; 7 

weary foul; when as all they can reach to, by. 

their own acknowledgement, is toleave the ſoul! : 

hovering betwixt heaven and hell? And as they} |, 
ſay in matter of reproof, Generalia u0n pungunt:'Þ 
ſo *tis as true in matter of comfort, Generalia'} | 

\#0x 9:1cent. Yet to ſee how abundanfly,unrea-; 
ſonable theſe men are; for in the matter of their 

' Charch, there they require a particular appro=; 

© . priating faith, a monopolizing faith , that the. 

- . Church of Rowe is the only true viſible Church: 

and this is no preſumption with them. Thus! 

” they can imbrace adull errour, and let go a; 

precious truth, But the trae Church of Chriſt, 

b. as cis it felt built upon aRock z ſo every moe 1 
ay 
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?: | ber of the Church has the ſame ſecurity. And 
S'f the ſoul with a ſpouſe-like affeFion, does not 
£ -only conjeCture who is her well-beloved, bur is 


ÞT in his very arms, and breaks our into that &x= 
prefſion of love and union ; I am my well-belee 
teds, and my well-beloved is mine. But how 

| ftrangely does their conjeftaral certainty take a _ ** 

«| way the ſweetneſs of ſuch Relations? Chriſti= _} 

I'f ans with them muſt only conjefture that they 3 

"| are the Sons of God, the ſpouſe muſt only guefs - 

> | at her beloved Husband ; the ſheep muſt hope 2? 

* | that this is the Shepherds voice. Q how do they 7 

| .emaſculate and enervate Religion ! how do- 

UI they difpirit ir, and cut the very finews of the 7 

power of godlineſs ! But all you that would © ® 

Tile reſt to your ſouls, muſt know,that'you gan 
never apply a Chriſt too much thar you can ne= 
ver appropriate a Saviour enough , that whole 
happineſs is in union with him. 

3. Theydeny perſeverance, and folong may - 3 
very well deny affurance.And yer the Arminians | ; 
| have an art of reconciling afſurance, and nans 

perſeverance. They allow men alictle brief af- 
| ſurance for one nioment , a - breve fulgury, 

' a little coruſcation of joy , that onel 

{| ſhewes it ſelf thatit may vaniſh and diſappear. 

/ | The ſamme of their meaning amounts to thug 

nuh; For that moment thatthou arc oy 4 
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- ſtate of grace, thou mayeſt be ſure on't, butÞgra 
- thoncanſtnot be ſure that the next moment thou ſjgyj 
ſhalt be in the ſtate of grace. As it a Chriſtian,ow 
were only a Ball of fortune to be tcſt'up and{;ell 
down, at her pleaſure. And inde:d they makgis 

grace as voluble and uncertain, as ever the Hea#Jhje 
then did fortune. And ifthey would ſpeak outyÞ;hat 
grace with them is Res vitrea, que dun ſplendet. 
frangitur. And vaſa gforie with them are little 
better then vaſa f&ili2: they can daſh them inn 
pizces like a Potters veſſz]. And then make noÞ;he 
more of it then EpiGetus at the breaking of a[yen 

Pitcher. "Es & yeoouiruy, *rig but a uſual thinggYror 
Hodie vidi fragilem frangi. Vain men that thinkY;1 
the grace of God as mutable and unconſtant ag} Ap 
they themſelves are, that can remove men from 
Heaven to Hell as often as they pleaſe, that with Yo ; 
a daring Pen can blot names out of the book of Bl;y 
life, and reverſe the ſeal of Heaven when they Ydp 

1ift. This muſt needs ftrike at the root of aſſt: Jim 
rance, and leave the ſoul in ſuch fad doubts as; 

theſe. 'Tis true, | am now feeding upon the milk" 
and honey of tht Land of Canaan z but I may Jp 
return to the wilderneſs again, to the bondage | | 
of Egypt again. 'Tis true, I amnowa Temple of, 

the holy Ghoſt ; 'but how ſoon may 1 become a 1} 

| . priſon, a dungeon, the receptacle of every un- 

* - clean ſpirit? What though 1 be now aveſſe of . 

F-.; honour : 


————. | 
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honour, how ſoon may I become a veſſel of 
tyrath? and though I be for the preſent in the - 
Uoving hand of a Saviour , yet I may be to mor- / 
row in the unmerciful paw of the Lion. Pray 

Gtell us now, has the ſoul any great ſecurity all 

Efthis while ? are the friends of God no ſurer of 

Fhis love then thus? 'Tis happy for Chriſtians, 

that *tis not in the power of theſe menz 

no, nor of all the powers of darkneſſ:;, 

eto pyt a' period to their Joy z no not to 

MJrat the leaſt comma or interruption to it. No, 

0:Fthey may as ſoon dethrone the Majeſty of Hea= 

4Jven it (elf, they may as ſoon luck the Crown 
5 Jirom his head, and wreſt the golden Scepter out 

WJof his hand : nay,they may as ſoon pluck out the. 
SJApple of his eye, they may as ſoon annihilate a 

W}Deicy, as pull thee out of his hands, as rob. him 

h Yo one of his Jewels. Thou art kept by the mighty 

Bower o/ God through faith unto ſalvation. We care 

J Joſe up this better then with that heavenly 

> Jirvixzor, thoſe triumphant expreſſions of the A- 

5 Jpoſtle Paul: For I am perſwaded, that neither 

Y life, nor death, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor 

Y Jtoxers, nor height, nor depth, &c. 

© | 4. They never had any affurance themſelves, 
f-fnd ſo they would willingly deny itto others. 

4 Jlhere is ſo much pride and envy in the ſpirits of 
- Jun, as that they are very loath, that others 
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| ſhould have more happineſs, or be more fenſible 
of happineſs then th:mſelves. They do here Ca 
lamumin Corde tingere 3 they tell you what thy 
finde in thetr own hearts, nothing but con 
je&uares and ſhiverings, and tremblings, nothing 
"9h ſlaviſhdoubts and fcares. Bat the voice 
aſſurance, *tis a 1 voice, the ſpirit ſpeaks; 
Ay £30v, KEprARr, va pil ruby or avi That 
ſoul only hzars it,to which ir ſpzaks. The ſparks 
lings of the Fhite Stoxe are ſecret and undiſcer 
nable to a carnal eye : No man knowes it, but he 
that has it. *Tis Manna xtrgvpupusr; not the ve 
{ible and obvious Manna that was rained doynf 
bby rhe rents of the Iſraelites, bur that that wi 
reſerved and laid up i» Urna aurea. Spiritul 
taſtes and reliſhes, ſpiritual experiences,they ar 
wholly unexpreſlible, they are altogether unimjs 
table, There are two things which the moſtre 
* fined and accompliſht Hypocrite cann't poſlibly 
' reach unto, 2. He cann't expreſs the life and 

ower of a Chriſtian. 2. He cawt expreſs. the 
Joy of a Chriſtian. As no man can paint the Bs 


ing of a thing, ſono man car paint the ſweetneh 


of athing. Who ever could paint the ſweetnebſ 


of the Honey-combe ? the ſweetneſs of a cluſter 
of Canaan ? the fragrancy of the Roſe: 
Sharon? the ſweet voice of a Lute ? Za'ygaps | 


ropphy xAST(s wir, ec, The Painters eye ſal ; 


Li - \ , ; 
"og POS Ws: ZY PER.” RS ' ny : ; 
- 4 LOW WJ < hy, "a9 F " 
F , 


$5 © 0.4 © << 


BYSg M5 &*& A Oo mz rm rpabyyy pry ot wk, > My rn ws was 


WT 8 - ff = 


9: = 


- Re TT 3F oo 


nN 
Sho 


SE ESSEE=SS T7792 


— 


=== 7 


| 
| * 
itt 


2.2, & 


- _—_ 
@ —— 


"The white Stone. 79 | 
little beauty from thz facez-and perhaps his hand 2 
makes reſtitution, - reftoring it again in the 


picture, and that's all you can expe& of hims - 


nay, 'tis well if he perform ſo much : As for the 
expreſſion of vitals, or the repreſentation of ef» 
ſentials, tis Vitra Penecillum, ſo that he muſt let 
this alone for ever. B:leeve it, fincerity can't be 
painted. The joy of the holy Ghoſt can't be. 
mos "Tis ecafier painting of faces then of 
earts. Men in an unregenerate condition, can't 
know what aſſurance is, till their hearts be 
changed, or unleſs they could read the hearts of 
Gods people. Men will deny the moſt certain 
and unqueſtionable things , it they themſelves 
have no experience of thzm. Upon this account 
many a foo! has ſaid in his hzart,T here is n0 God 
becauſe he had no communion with him he did 
hot attend upon him. Thus others deny thas 
there is any ſuch ſweetneſs in the wayes'of God, 
becauſe they were never acquainted with 
them. | | / 
In Mufick , what though thzre be never ſach 


- variety. of graces, ſach inarticulate elegancies, 


{uch ſofr and ftIken touches, ſuch quick ſtings 
and pleaſant reliſhzs,ſuch muſical amplifications 
and flouriſhes, ſuch nimble tranfitions and deli- 


| cious cloſes ; you'l ſcarce convince a deafiman 


- of all this, till you can give him his hearing. Oc + * 


ſuppols | 
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| - ſappoſeablind man ſhould O—_ deny that 

there: were a Sun; traly I can't tell how you 
could:well convince him, unleſs you could give 
him an eye, orelſe perſwade him that he is de- 
five. in ſomewhat which others have. To 
ſpeak of aſſurance, and the voice of the ſpirit 
to fome,.is bur to ſpeak Riddles and Paradoxes, 
Here Thave told you much of light, and beams, 
and Glory ; 1 had as good told ſome of you, of 
Clouds,and ſhadows, and darkneſs. I have ſpoke 
much. to-you of the fruics and clufters of Cangs 
anz- had 1 not as good have ſet before ſome of 


} | youbriars and thorns, would you not have had 


” as much ſweetneſs in them? I never promitſed to 
” ſhewyon the Maxzz ; for I told you 'twas hids 
den: yet we have told you the things which we 
haye feen;and known, and what we have taſted 
ofthe Word of Life;; and that which I doubt 
not, but many. of you can ſet your- ſeal 
unto. :. unccd 

We come now to take off that vain and frivor 


Tous Cavil, that affurance is a principle -of.Li- ] 


bertiniſme ;. that the Apples which the Spouſe 
longs for in the Canticles, will breed too much 
winde ; that hidden Manna will breed wormg, 
that thoſe flaggons full of wine, which the 
Spouſe would ſo fain be comforted withall, wilt 


fume up too much,into'the head, O, ſay: rhey,! 


thy 1 
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if men b2 once aſſured of rheir ſalvation, they 


may then do what they liſt. Bur 


x. God won't put new wine into old bettles.God 
never prints his love upon the heart, till the 
heart be renewed and prepared with Evangeli- 
calweltings; and the ſame Sal that prints his 
Ina ze too. Aflinty heart won'c take the ſeal of 
the Spirit. The ſparkling White Stoxe is never 
given till the heart of ſtone be taken away. The 
new name is not given, till the new creature be 
framed. God will not diſti} one filver drop of 
ſuch precious ſweetneſs upon the ſoul, till irbe 
encloſed for his own Garden. And though the 
outward Sun-ſhine with liberal and undiftin- 
enifhing beams, hincs both upon ths good and 
the bad, upon the Roſe and the Nettle ; yet the 
light of Gods countenance beams out only upon 
the Apples of his own eye : the Sun-ſhine of his 
gracious preſence, glides only the veſſels of Ho- 
nour, and puts a-luſtre upon none but his own 


| ſewels. And though the pourings forth of grd's 
nary goodneſs fall upon a wilderneſs ſomerimes, 


well as on a Paradiſe ; yet theſe more choice 
and luſcious influences ot heaven, ſlide only ins 


2 [to the hearts of Gods peculiar ones. Bzleeve ir, 
ral} (%y ſoul muſt firſt become an Ark of the Cove- 


oy, [ant;betore thou ſhalc ever have a Por of hidden 
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The white Stone. 
*Tis trueg that if God ſhould thus diſplay his 


goodneſs, and ſeal up his love to the foul, whilft 
it were ſtill in an unregenerate condition, whilſt 


a , 
elr_ 


' it did till hanker after irs luſtsand corruptions, 


it would then indeed ſport ic {elf more ſecure- 
ly in this Sun-ſhine of mercy, and turn this 
grace of God into wantonneſs. 7 hus men of ſor- 
did and ignoble ſpirits, will treſpaſs more upon 
a friend; then upon an enemy ; an injury will 
keep them in better order then a courteſie. 7 has 
nettles will ſting moſt violently, when they are 
handled moſt gently. Thus the wretched Indians 
adore the Dzvil, b=cauſe he is their enemy, and 
negleCt the' —— wg of heaven, becauſe "cis ſg 
propitious. W 
grateful dunghils they return him nothing but 
venomous and malignant evaporations. Well 
ealily acknowledge, that if theſe mn ſhould 
have the White Stone, they would trample upon 
it : For you ſee how they deal with ordinary 
mercy, which the bounty of heaven heaps upon 
their heads. 
There are ſuch Pleonaſmes of love in God, 


ſuch rannings over of goodneſs, as that much} 


falls upon theſe. God breaks the box of com- 
mon mercie#9 and fills the whole world withthe 
favour of it. Put what tribute and Revenues of 


en God ſhines out vpon uns 
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”. glory has he frcmthem for all this? Why, the 
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fght againſt him with his own weapons, 


'Agzoptals oy yairt, With his moſt precious mer- 


cies, gifts and parts, and all they have ſhall op-= 
poſe him that gave them. Of their Jewels they 
make a golden Calf. Do you think now that 
God will truſt theſe with his more ſp:cial mer- 
cies? with his viſcera and tender mercies 2 
Hz tryed the Veſſel with water, and *twon't 
hold that. Do you think he will poure wine into 
it 2 No, God reveals his love to none but to his 
friends; he ſets his ſeal tonone, but to ſach 
whom he ſets as a ſeal upon his heart and on his 
arm; ſach as have an happy conformity to him, 
and a full complyance with him ; ſuch as have 
the ſame intereſts, and the ſame glorious ends 
with himſelf; ſuch as delight in his Law, and 
ſeed upon his precepts,as upon an honey-combe, 
Do you think he nayn't traſt theſe with his 
minde,ſach as have a plain antipathy againſt ſin, 
againſt the very picture and appearance of fin; 
ſuch as prefer H:1l ic {If before it; ſuch as loath 
it, even as hiniſelf Ioaths itz men that are ready 
to pluck out their right eyes forhim, to cut off 


their right hands for him ? Do you think he 


mayn't manifeſt his love to theſe ? What ſayes 
the Apoſtle 7chn? ke that is born of God cannot 
ſn; 'is a plain impoſiibility that he ſhou!d fo 


14) far put off his filial aff:&ion, as to make ic his 
| work __} 
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violate his Lawes, and profane his name, and 
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work to difpla him : much lefle can he take 
ſo ſtrong an advantage of his goodneſs, as there- 
fore to provoke him, becauſe he knowes thit 
God loves-him. Theſe men only tell us what 
they would do if they had afforance; but truly 
they are not like to have ir, till their hearts be 
changed, and then thzy*l be of another minde. 
2. Loveis a ſweeter and firer and ſtronger 
principle of obedience then fear. So that God 
did infatuate the counſel of that Achitophel, 
Machiavell] mean, when he ftill-d that venont 
into the htarts of Princes, that they had better 
' rale their ſabje&s with a Rod of Iron,thin With 


a Scepter of Gold ; that they had better enflivt | 


them by fear > then engage th?m by love. The 
trath is, he had given thzm ſuch Rules, that he 
kn w if they followed them,they could not poſe 
 fib'y beloved; and therefore he would fain per; 
{wade them, that ?tis better to be fear:d. And 
though this may ſzem to adde ſome ſparklings 
to Mijeſty, and to brighten the Crown of Sove- 
Talonty ; yet itleaves it far more tottering,more 
Unfixt and unſ tled npon their heads. There is 
ſuch a virulency mixt with fear : ſuch a tinCture 
of hatred in it; both theſe aff:&ions are much 
ofa colour, ſad and pale. And therefore that 
Tyrant was ſo wiſe yet as to expe hatred; Oates 
rint dum metuant, (iyes he, he knew whileſt they 


feared] 
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feared him, that they would hate him; And 
then there is areluRtancy and Averſation in fears 
And thoſe _ upon the ſoul, that:come = 
only from terrors, they uſually prove'aburtive. / 
And what though a body be pulled andhdled 

and ſcared into obedience ? the ſoul is neteon* 
quered with all this. A {live does but watch an 
opportunity for ſhaking off the yoke. And then 
thc r2' is a deprefling; and di:enabling power-'in 
far, it contrafts and treezes up the 'motions of 
the ſoul; it clips the wings, it takes off the 
wheels, it unbends the'bowe. Trembling and Pas 


 ralytick motions areweak and languiſhing- In- 


deed fear *risnothing bat Precox triſti#1x;a crude 


and indigeſted kindeof':forrow ; and" *tis the 


owrer,becale it is not tipe.And rherefore'God 
himſelf that is a moſt abſolate Monarch; and has 
a boundleſs & infinite ſupremacy over all things 
yet has far more glory from them that love him, ' 
and only paſſive obedience from them'thar fear 
him. 'Jrideed he never goes about torule-any by 
fear ,\ but-thofe that have firſt trampled upon 


Jov /andarc'tib longer ſubjefts, bur profeſt Re- 


bels; 2?Tistov&rhar glews and faſtens the whole 


'Creetion together. Thoſe ſreds of love which 


God' hinifelf,, ( whois love) has ſcattered a- 


moneſt Beinys; thoſe ſparks of love which God - 
himſelf, (who is love,) has ſtampt upon Beings, 
£ | F 
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maintain the whole fabrick of the world in its 
juſt beauty and proportion. The harmonious 
compoſure of Beings , the —__ the ſeveral 

is praiſe more 
mdelodiouſly. © how comely is it to ſee the ſweet 
context and coherence of B:ings;the loving cone 
nexion and concatenation of cauſes : one being 
eſpouſed to another in faithfulneſs and truth 
the mutual claſpings and twinings,the dye bene+ 
- polence of entities. Bzhold', how goodly a thing it 
$5, and pleaſant to behold Beings, like Brethren 
”" to dwell together in unity: It calls. to minde 
 thoſeprecious drops of love, that fall from the 
head of the firſt Being, and fell down upon the 
$&irts of inferior entities, And is not there as 
much of this love tobe ſeen in th2 new Creation, 
in the work of grace in the foul? Is not the 
foundation of the ſecond Temple laid in love? is 
not the top and pinacleof it ſet up by a; handof 
love? Are not the poliſhings and carvings of it 
the works and cxpieyn love? | the witty ins 
ventions of love ? Isnot the ſtruure nwxgintain- 


ed: an repaired av the conſtant. gxpances of | 


love? Is it not inhabited by a Prince:gf-ave?-one 
more loving then Solomon is theres--nay, what is 
thewhole Goſpel elſe,but 19pn DIR, 4 cluſter 
of Redemption, as ſome rend:r it ; - what is it elſe 
but'a bundle of love ? Ki 
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- TheLaw that was an hammer to break hearts; 


] but th: Goſpel that's a key to open hearts, And 
traly all the terrours of Mount Sina, the Thun» 
der-claps and the lightning flaſhes , the Earth 

uakes and the ſmoaking of the Monntain, and 
9 voice of the Trumpet, have not ſo much 


power and prevalency in them, as one ſtill drop 
that falls from Mount $:0. You are now come 


to the Mount of Olives, a Mount of Peace and 
fweetneſs, a Mount that drops fatneſs,and in this  - 
Mount will Chriſt be ſeen. pw. he comes to re 

ſtore all things to their primitive love : he..re- 
ſtores the powers and faculties of the ſoul to 
their firft and original concord ; he knits his 
gifts and graces inthe bond of love : he comes 
to reconcile Beings, to make antipathies kifſe 
each other. The Wolf and the Lambmuſt be at 
peace, the Leopard and the Kid muſt lie down 
together. The whole Goſpel like the midſt of 
Solomons bed in the Canticles, 1IMN PUN, "tis 
pav'd with love. Now ſure you can't queſtien 
whether this be the more prevailing way . For, 


- O think but a while,what a potent oratory there 


is in love, what a welcome tyranny , what a fil- 
ken bondage, what a downy and ſoft neceſſity. 
Glorious things are ſpoken of thee, thou Lady _ 

and Queen of Aﬀ:A&ions! thou art the firſt-born * 


_ of the ſoul, and the beginning of its ſtrength. 


Who 


' Us T he white Stoke. 


Who would not be captivated by fo ſweet a 
Conqueror ? Who would not be melted in (6 
delicate a flame ? What heart would not enter- 
rain ſo pleaſant an arrow?The Pſal»1i/t was ſtruck 
through with one of thy darts , when he panted 
ſo after the ſtreams of water. The Apoſtle Paul 
had another of thy arrowes ſticking faſt in him, 
when he cryed out, The love of Chriſt ' conſtrains 
"Mes Vulnus alit venis, & Sacro carpitur igne. Be» 
Heveit, the ſtrongeſtarguments are fetchr out of 
* Loves Topicks. We nzed not uſe many perſw- 

 fien3to {ach a ſoul, it has a fountain' of Rheto- 
- rick within. There is a preſent expanſion and am» 
Plificarion of ſpirit for the welcoming of ſo hap» 
pron objet. O how will ſuch a ſoul twine a- 


- - bont aPrecept, ſack ſweetneſs out of a"Conm- 


mand, catch ae an opportunity, long for a daty! 

"How does it go like a B:e from flower-to flower, 
from duty to duty , from Ordinance to Ordi- 
nance, and extra® the very ſpirits and quintef- 
ſence of all, Jeiw{s xopp3;,' crop the very tops of 
all. There will be in ſach a ſoul, the conſtant 
returnings and reboundings of love.*7will retort 
'the b:ams of heaven, *twil ſend back the iream 
of its affe&ion into the Ocean.: So that now as 
the ſoul isaſſ1red of the love of God , fo God 
"alſo has a moſt abſol:ite certainty that the ſoul 
will 'M[ndy, And thas is compleated the _ 
a 


_ andvobſervation, andthen tell us whether ever 2 
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and perfe& circle of Love. Now there cannor be 
a more ſtrong and a more murual ſecurity, then 
that which is thus fotinded. And therefore na- 
ture chooſes to maintain her ſelf by theſe jm- 
preſhons. We ſee this plainly in filial and conju- 
gal relations, where the ſweeteſt and ſureft gbe- 
dience flowes from principles of love.And where 
is there more certainty then amongſt friends; 
where there is a borrowing & lending of ſouls, 
a mutual exchange and tranſmigration of ſouls? * 
Now you know all theſe Relations are clarified 
and refined in grace; you are the friends of Godz - * 
nay, you are the Sons of God,you are the ſponſe --: 
of Chriſt. And the Apoſtle Fobz, that ſpeaks fo 
much of affurance, and tells you that a Chri- * 
ſtian can't fin; conſider bat a while who he was 
Why, he was the Beloved Diſciple ? he 'that lay 

in the boſom of love, and breathed out nothing 

but pure love. I, and his reaſon, *cis founded in 

a relation of love z He cannot fin becauſe he 3s 
born of God, H: reſolves it into the owigue por, 
that ſame imprefſion of love that abides in him. 
3- Conſulta while with your own experience - 


you knew any to walk more accurately with -3 
their God, then ſuch as were aſſared of his love. * 
If you look up to heaven, there you ſee glorious ! 
Angels, and glorificd Saints, that have not only 4 

A 


>” 1s this, that they are out of 
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a fall aſſurance, but a full poſſeſſion of the love 
of their God: thatare no longer taking a pro- 
ſp:& of Canaan, but are now feeding _ the 
uy and cluſters of the land of Promiſe : that 
have not only ſome ſcattered and broken beams 
of glory,but a conſtant and aneternal Sun-ſhine. 
AnIO how do they 'ayaMmavu by $4iv peſt, not 
p53; der only, but #:;]ov «i612. They have not 
only as we here below, ſome drops and ſprink- 
+ lings of happinels;bue thzy are at the very Foun- 
tain, and have freſh bubblings of joy, full 
Freamings out of ſweetneſs,and can ſwim in the 
Rivers of pleaſure. ' Surely theſe men will allow 


- the Angels ſomewhat more then only to con» 


jeCtare that they are happy. What muſt glorifzd 
Saints ſtill diſpute abour: their Summun Bonum, 
leſt they be too ſecure 3 and muſt Angels only b: 
of opinion, that they are in heaven? mult they 
only gueſſz av the face of God ? What will they 
clip.the wings of the Cherubims tao? Where has 
God mor: chearful obedience then from theſe? 
How joytully do theſe miniſtring ſpirits run a+ 
{ boutthzirgloriouserrands?how does he bid one, 
| Go, and be goes, &- anoth-r,come,and be comes. And 
that which ſets a fair gloſſe upon happineſs it ſelf 
al poſſibility of diſ- 
} pleaſing their God» And ſo they are held forth 
| as pattzrns of obedience z They will be done in 
| harth as "tis in beaven. Well, 
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" Well, but then if they tell us that there is 
more danger of frail men that dwell in houſes 
of clay, and carry the body of death about with 
them. 
1. We muſt bid them entertain honourable 
thoughts of the excellent ones of the earth : for 
though it be true that they are not yet lay, » 
yet God has mace them litile lower then the Angels, 
and he kas crowned them with glory and honour. 
They walk with little Coronets upon their 
heads: Though the moſt maffy and brighteſt 
Crown be reſerved for a day of Inauguration. 
They now 'fced upon Angels food. God ft 
them in his own nature, and in his own love, to 
gradually prepares them for heaven. They are 
Inceptors tor happineſs, they are Probationers 
for glory. | 
2. What though there be ſome unworthy 
dealings with their God, yer theſe flow only 
from thoſe reliques of flaviſh principles that re- 
main in them, ſome tragments of the old Leaven 
that was not throughly purged out. And not 
 vertue of a Goſpel Plerophory. What does the 2% 
knowing that they are Sons of? light, does this 4 
diſpoſe them to works of darkneſs? Does the * 
knowing that they are the ſpouſe of Chriſt,doeg - 
this beſpeak adulterous glances ? *Tis true, the 
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therefore do it under this very notion, becauſe 


they know they are his Sons ? nay, muſt they do 
itthe more for this ? This were the extreameſt 
malice that were imaginable ; more malice then 
the Devils themſelves are capable of. What bold 
blaſphemy then is this againſt the Sons of God, 


and againſt the ſealing ſpiric. 1, andir involves. 


a flat contradiCtion too, it puts an eſſe and a xo# 
oe ſimul ; becauſe they know they are friends, 
therefore they'l deal like enemies ; and becauſe 
they know cheir Sons, therefore they*l deal like 


|. | ſhves. O whart tine repugnancies are theſe? Thug 


would they not only veil and cloud, but alfo 
ſpot and deface ſo beautiful a truth ; but thatjt 
ſhines out with ſuch vitorious and triumphant 
beams. But if any can yet doubt, whether afſu+ 
rance do advance obedience, let them bur a 
while compare men aſſired of their ſalvation : 
x. With others in the ſtate of grace that want 
aſſurance, or with themſelves when once with- 
out it : And then let them tell us, whether they 
+ don't differ azmuch as a bruiſed Reed, and a 
ftatcly Cedarin Lebanon ? The doubting Chri- 
- FRiandoes but ſmoak, when the aſſured Chriſti» 


” \aly flames. What faintings and ſhiverings and 


' paleyeſs in the one ? what vigour and livelineſs, 
what a ruddy complexion of ſoul in the other? 
How /is the one lett to the pleaſuce of a wayey 


hen | 
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when as the other lies ſafe at anchor. The one 
can ſcarce lift up his weak and trembling hands 
in prayer,when the other is wreſtling with Om» 
nipotency. The one comes behinde and touches 
the hem of his Fathers Garments , when as the 
other is in his very arms and embraces. The one 
dares ſcarce touch a promiſe, ſcarce caſt an eye 


{upon a promiſe ; when as the other claims it, 


and graſps it, and appropriat:s it. The perfar- 
mances of the one are green and crude, and un» 
concoted; the others are ripened, and-mellow- 
ed witha ſtronger Sun- beam of Love. The one 


like a Lute with his ſtrings looſe and languifh- 
TE ; the other is tuned up to its juſt height of 

eAion. ' The one like a Bowe bent, ſends forth 
his Arrows very vigorouſly; the other does but 
drop then), and letthem fall. How does Satan 
wound che one with many fiery dart, that the @- 
ther quenches ! How does the one fear the roar- 
ing ot the Lyon, which the'others trample un- 
der his teet! 2. If you. ſhould compare them 
with men in an unregenerate condition; Q what 
apiya x=rpa, what avaſtgulf is there berween 
them ? Sureyou don't queſtion, whether God 
tas more ſervice from Tſraelites that feed upon 
Garlick and Onions? Men that are under the 
damning and domineering power of luſts, and 
ue only kept a little in awe, by ſome thunder- 
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ings from Mount Sine; : Though they ſpend: 
Fw fighs fonietimes,and drop a few tearzs ſome. 
times; yet when they are thus wafht, how ſoon 
do they. return to the wallowing in the mire? 
The chaining ofa Wolf, does that mecken and 
ſoften him? or the putting a hook into Levig- 
than, does that transformhim? Though wicked 
' men by fears and terrors have their bounds ſe 
"them, like the Sea, which they canngr 
_ 5 Yet they are till like the raging 
Sea, they ſwell and foam, and cf 
'out their mire and dirt. And who more wicked 
then they that are deſperate ? Thoſe black and 
_ damned Potentates of hell, becauſe they are ont 
'of all poſſibility of mercy 3 how do they a&t'at 
*extremum virium in all expreſſions of malice and 
'wickedneſſ:? And iNerefore God oat of his in 
nite goodneſſ?, though he does afaally ſeal men 
up to life and happineſſ:, and lets them make 
"their Calling and Eleftion ſure ; yet he dog 
ſcarce ever, or very rarely ſeal men up to ruing, 
. ſoastro let them know certainly that they art 
'Reprobares : for this would make them dzſpe+ 
rat23 there would be no living with them inthi 
-world. Or if he does ſhzw them this, he dots 
'withall letthem ran into ſome af of violence, 
that preſently frees thz world from them. That 
hope which wicked men have of _—_ wil 
t vil 
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though it be groundlefſe, yet it keeps them with= 1 
In their bounds and compaſs. Thoughirt be bur ? 
like the Spiders web ; yet the very {pinning of 
that web, keeps them in the mean while from a * 
full exprefſion of their venom. AnJ1 that fame 
ſhadow of obedience which God has from Hy- 
pocrites, *tis founded in ſome ſhadow of hope 
that they pleaſe themſelves in: and when this | 
hop: of their own framing vaniſhes and de- 3 
ceives them, then they back-ilide and apoſta= 3 
Lize. fe <p 
4. Are there not other judgments cnough to was 2 
ken them out of a ſinful ſecurity ? are there not - © 
Reds? are there not Scorpions? is therz nothing 
but preſent difinheriting ?. Sure you cannot bur 
remember that famous place where God fpeaks 
to David,and points at SelomozrgPlal.B9.32,33.17 
baChkildrex break my (tau es,&c.God will make 
his own pzople know that *is a bitter thing co 
depart from him, and to fortake theirfi ſt love, 
Nay, this is moſt certain, that wicked men ® 
th-miclves arc not capable of {ich irverc rem, 
poral j:dgements as the Scns 0: God ere. 7 hat 
which is h. re done to the green Tree, cannot be 
done ro the dry. For 
1. They may fall from aſſurance. Thous! 


at4,t4. 
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they cann'r loſc the ſeed & the root of xraceyger ©! 


they may loſe te Rouriſhingand fagrency of 
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it. Thoughthe foundation of God remain ſure, 

et they may fall from their top and eminency. 

hough they te built upon a Rock, yet they 
may be daſh: with waves. Though the Seal of 
God be of an etzrnal efficacy , yer they may de- 
face the Print and ſculpture of it, ſo as that it 
may not be vilitle to their ye. Now what a ſad 
alteration will this be? Thou muſt not look for 
* any more ftroakings, for any more ſmiles, tor 
love-glances any more. Thou muſt bid thy 


—_—___ 


ſee thy ſpouſe flonriſhing through the Latrices 
any more. Thon muſt expeX Clonds and fha- 
dows, and veils, and ct:rtains, and walls of fc- 
paration. The fig-tree of Canaan ſhall not bloſ- 
ſom, and ther? ſhall be no fruit in the Vines,and 
> the labor of the Clive (hall fxil. Thou muſt paſſe 
many aday wichyvut one Sun-beam 3 God will 
| ſeal uphis ſweeteſt influences,hz will ſhut up the 
windows of heaven,& ſtop the bottles of heaven; 
© he will rain down no more Manna upon thee.Go 
| to thy hnsks,/and {ce if they'l feed thze. Nay 

2, They ny not only fall from affirance,but 
} even in arotal d:(ertivn look upon God as an e- 
E n<n:v, and iinftead of a filial Plzrophory > may 
F come to a frcarfil expetation of the fierceſt 
 wroth of God. Now this I ſay is more judge- 
ment then wicked men are capable of re 
C1S 


fountains of joy farzwel. Thou mult not look to. 
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this reſpeA that they never had his love once re» 
vealed to them : whereas theſe are thrown 
down from the very pinacle ot the Temple. And 
God does not only eclipſe the luſtre of their for- 
mer joy but dips his pen in gall, and writes bit- 
ter things againſt them. He was wont to ſhoot - 
nothing but the fiery darts of Love 3 1, but now- 
his envenomed arrows ſtick faſt in them. They 
did once ſurtet of the Grapes andClulters of Ca- 
Haan; but pow he hedges them in with briers 
and thourns. They were wont to taſte of a Cup 
of ſweetneſs, a cup of love; but he has now 
prepared for them a cup of trembling and afto- 
niſhmient. They had once a ſpring-time, a bud- 
ding, a bloffoming-time, the dew of heaven 
dropt on them, the beams of heaven vitited 

them : Biit now comes a ſad and diſconſolate 
 Autumne, a fading and withering time, Their 
glofic and greenneſs is gone 3 Hzaven reveals it 
{elf in thindering and lightning fathes againſt 
them, ſo as they ſhall even envy green Bay-trees, 
then men of the world that are tree from all this. 
Now is not this enough to keep a ſoul in awe? 
The P/almiji was very near this which we ſpeak 
of ; he often tells you, that his joy was put out, 
that his pzace was gonegthat he was even ground 
to powd:r, that he was baniſht from the tace of 
his God ; that he was excommunicated fron 
G 2 that 
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that happy and heavenly intercourſe with God, 
which once he had. Theſe are frequent com- 
plaints 3 and yet he was one = 8 

1. Ot a pleaſant and cheartul temper. The 
Scripture paints him out as one of a ſanguine 
complexion, the men of the world would have 
faid he had been melancholy elſe. He was one 
that was like a grecn Olive=tree in the houſe of 
his God ; a moſt flouriſhing and fruitful Chri- 
ſtian. As it he had been one of the Church i= 
umphant,he was always finging trcſh Halle lyjahs. 
He had a ſoft and d-licate touch upon the Harp, 

e coald {till Savls evil ſpirit with his mufick; I, 
but he could not thus tun2 and compoſe his own 
troubled and diſtempered ſpirit. He was fain now 
to hang his Harp upon the willowsz and the 
voice of his Lute was turned into fighing. And 
it he does fing ſometimes with a thorn at his 
breaſt, *ti. ſome pznitential Pſalm or other. 

.. 2. Andyet all this while he was a King upon 
a Throne, he wanted not the pomp and bravery 
of the world. 1, but a Scepter won't conquer 
{cars, and a Crown of gold will not cure an a- 
king head, niuch 1{{e an aking heart. The 
» ſmiles of the world they brnoghe him to 
_ all this, and therefore he cann't take much 
complacency in them ; tor when he does ſo of= 


ten envy the men of the world, and is rcady to. 
ſtumble at the proſpetity of the wicked 3 it was 
; not. - 
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not ſo much for th: outward things ot the 
world which they injoyed, tor thoſe hz had 
him{elf too ina plentiful m-aſure ; but it was 
for the quietneſs of cheir ſpirits, they were calm 
and ſerene, if compared with him, not in f1ch 
fears and doubts as he now was :;: they had not 
ſuch conflifs, and Paroxyfſmes,and tumulcuati- 
ons of ſoul as hz now had: And yer he was one 
that once had the tace of God ſhining out upon 
him. And therefore he deſires him to reſtore the 
joy of his ſalvation : L»cem redd:, abes jam nimi- 
um din 5 Initar Teris enim ugdtus ub1 tuus afſulſity 
populo gretior it dies & ſoles melins nitent , as he 
once ſpake to Fug njtrs. : 

S9 that you ſee hzre are wayes enough to keep 
men from a carnal ſecurity. And thus we have 
took off that bold calumny, fo as we hope that, 
Nihil adherebit. 

. Having laid open at large the nature of aff: - 
rance 3 we now come to handle briefly the {i= 
cond obſervation ; And that is | 

Obſerv. 2. Chtiſfian Aſſurance requires 
a1d calls fo2 diligence. Sure I nced not cell 
you, that the moſt precions things are Cabinet- 
ted and lockt up under difficulties. If you look 
to nature, you ſee how ſhe reſervesher Jewels in 
ſceret rep-ſitories z ſh: ſetsthm in her own bo- 


- | fomy and enhances their price'by rarity. There 


G 3 ny 


a” 


OI 
4 
Es; 
3 &* 


—_ EE OE; pA i 
had. 


— _ ——_—. 


100  Thewhite Stone. 


pn 
ended... Gf —_— —— 


nature is not ſo profuſe to open it, to let it run 
waſte, and exhauſt her ſelf. She hides her Trea- 
ſures, and p'1ts them out of the reach of an ordi- 
nary Plunderer. 
Or, if you look to Arts: There are indeed 
ſome thing: which float at the top, Toeew & 
- ptpuwrptrn, rhoſe that are but initiated into 
then, are preſently acquainted with them 
Hence ſome beginners, when they have but raſt- ' 
ed theſe, think they have a preſent kinde of om» 
niſcience. O but ſtay awhile, there ate moſt 
myſterious things, which lurk at the bottom, 
and require a protonnder ſzarch : they muſt dive 
d2ep betore they fetch up theſe Pearls. Thus *tis 
in Languages, the choiceſt elegancies many 
times are coucht in Idioms, thoſe arcang lingua- 
” run, you may ſee them like ſo many Pearls glit- 
terins amonefſt the rubbiſh of the Tower of Ba- 
bel. Thus'tis in civil affairs, ſome things are vi- 
ible and obvious to a vulgar eye: the rude heap 
and maſſe of people can rake notice of them: 
ſome wheels move ſo plainly , as that they can 
ſee then). I, but there are more ſecret ſprings of 
motion , more intimate contrivances , politick 
riddles, which they only can read that are a ſe- 
cretio-ibus. Every deſign muſt not have a win- 
dow in it, Tis comely ſometimes to ſee Moſes 


# inde:d, @ vein for filver, as Fob ſpeaks 3 but 
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And thus 'tis in the wiſe Oeconomy and dif 
penſation of the Goſpel. "Tis trus, the wholz 
Goſpel is pregnant. with heavenly myſteries: 'tis 
like that heavenly yaaakie,the milky way,which 
the wiſe ones of the world take for a Meteor 
only, a brief gauge; 1, but thoſe that are en- 
lightened from above, know that 'tls made up ex 


* flore lucis, *ris compounded of Starres lz(k dif- 


cernable 3 and even here oze Star differs from 
another in glory. There are my/t ria prime magni- 
tudinis,{uch tranſcendent and dazling myfteries, 
as that the Eagle muſt be fain to ſhut her eyezand 
the Seraphim muſt be glad to wink. And there 
are not only intzlleQual, but practical depths in 
the way of Religion: And Chriſtian Plzropho- 


ry is one of theſe.For a foul to be filled with the' _; 
| breathings of the ſpirit 3 And to move with fall -- k 


fail in the Ocean of Gods love ; And when it ©: 
pleaſes to lie ſafe at anchor 3 I, and to be ſure of * 
coming ſafe to the havenzcertainly the ſoul muſt 
needs cry out all the while ® 8«v©+, O the depth * 
of the goodneſſe and love of God ! how myſterious * * 
are bis wayesghow are his mercies paſt finding out! 
1. Now for a Chriſtian to arrive to ſo full a 1 
ſenſe of Gods ove, hic labor, hoc opns eſt: bb 
Ic requires diligence For 
x, here are but few that have any right and 
| G 4 in- 
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Inter-{t in th: love of Goa in &hriit, at all. 

2. Of thoſe few that have a ſhare and porti- 
en in his love, yet all of them have not aſfarance 
of his love. There are but few that enter into 
the Temple; I, but there is only ſome Aaron that 
ent.rs into the ſav ſanforum, and cafts his 
Anchor within th V-ile And 


Firlt, there are bit few pon whon: God bes 


floweth his love. *Twas atwayzs a principle. in 
Morality,that ſweet and intimatefriend{hip can- 
ne cxt.nded to many, Friends uſually go by 
aives. Now God, though he be of vaſt and 
boundleſs love, and has Iove enough to ſatisfie a 
nufſtitgde of worlds , yet he has choſe to cons 
centricate it all ina few pickt out of the world: 


that he might thus engage them the mire to 


kimfglt His large and precicus love is kept for 
his only ſpouſ:. SE 

S:condly, of thoſe few whom he loves, ſome 
ar:not aflired of bis love, He Joved them all 
from everlaſting, vet none of them could be then 
aflired of his love. 'A non-entity cannot rach 
ro a Plerophory. Welt], but when they p:ept out 
of tlicir firlt nothing, truly they were not any 
rare objects of love : much Jeſſe could they then 
b: aſſured. of the love of their God ; when they 
were in a ſtate of ennity and oppoſition, and the 
Children of wrath as well as others: - Well, bur 
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when he put them into a ſtate of love, and made 
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them lovely with that beauty and comlinels, 

with thoſe Jewels and bracelets, which he had 

par upon them : when he loved them as his new 

Creatures, as his veſF:ls of honour, that 'were 

now caſt into their juſt mold and faſhion: When 
he loved them, as his new-born Sons : yet theſe 
babes in Chriſt coald not prefently ery Abba 
Father.They were his Epiſtle,written in a good- 
ly character, dated from eternity, fold:dup and 
kept ſecret, at length ſentinto the world : the 
ſaperſcription was writ in time , in Vocation: 
Will, but all this while they were not ſealed, till 
the ſpirit comes and ſtamps a clear impreſſion of 
Gods love upon their ſofin d and melted ſpirits. 
'Tis tre, th:y were ſcaled as ſoon as they were 
written in Gods eternal D:z.cree, bnt they were - 
not viſibly ſealed ill now. Now what pantings 

and breathings ? What longings and intreaties? 

what preparations were there in the ſoul, before 

it could obtain this? 

Secondly, it requires diligence to keep afſy- 
rance. O take heed of waſting and crumbling 
away thy hidden Manna. God may brea's the 
ſtaffz of bread,and what will thy weary foal do 
then? Take hced of lofing the white Stone, 
take heed of forgetting thy new name.O main. 
tain the Oil of gladneſs in the Cruſe, Thouthax 
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art a Vine of Canaan laden with generous fruit; 
-wouldft thou willingly part with thy ſweetneſs, 
and fruitfulneſs * Thau that art a green Olive- 
Tree flouriſhing in the houſe of thy God;would(t 
thou be content to part with thy fatneſs , and 
pleaſantneſs ? Thou wert wont to ſtay and an- 
chor thy foul upon thy God; And wouldſt thou 
now be left to the courteſte of a wave ? What? 
Art thou in love with the tents of Kedar ? They 
are black indeed 3 And doft thou think them 


comely too ? Art thou weary of theSun-ſhine? I x1 


And wouldſt thou cool thy ſelf in the ſhade ? 
Doft thou begin to loath thy hidden Manna,and 
wouldſt thou return to the Garlick and Onions 
of Egypt ? Art thou cloyed with the cluſters of 
Canaan, and doſt thou nauſeate the Honey- 
comb ? O rzmember, tho didſt not fo ſoon © 
tain aſſurance; and wilt thou ſo ſoon loſe it ? 
Thirdly, give diligence to recover affurance, | 
if loſt: O when will the winter be paſt? when 
will the rain bz over and gone? that the flowers 
may appear, and the time of ſinging may come: 


That the Vines of Canaan may flouriſh again, [5 


that the tender Grapes may appear. nos. 0 | 
South-winde, and with thy gentle breathings, blow |. 
upon the Garden, that the {vices thereof may flow Þe 


 - out { Neverleavetill thou findeſt thy ſpouſe as 
 Sgaingthouthatart ſick of love : Tell him that 


thou 


& 
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thou longeſt for a cluftec of Canzan; That thou 
art even Eumiſhed for want of hidden Manna. 
Defire a new edition of his love, with all the in- 
largements of affeftions. Lay thine heart before 
him, and defire newftamps and impreſſions; tell 
him that though thou haſt loſt the print, yet he 
has not loſt the ſeal ; tell him that thou wile 
now prize his love more then thou ever didſt or 
could'ſt do before. Give himno ref}, till he give 
thy ſoul reſt, and fill it with himſelf. Surely 
thou wouldſt not willingly ſet in a Cloud : thou 
would(t not go out of the world with thine Evi- 
dences blotted and blurred:Surely thou wouldft 
not willingly be toſt and daſht with waves in 
fight of the haven. Hadft rhou not rather goto 
thy grave in peace? O defire him to ſhine ote 
upon thee a little before thou goeſt hence , and 
bz no more ſeen. | 5x74 

2. Now ſurely, we need not tell yon, why 
aſſurance does thus repuire diligence, For 

1. You know the hearts deceitfulneſs,how it 
loves to pleaſe it ſelf in a ſhadow , in a painted 
40y, to flatter it ſelf intoan imaginary happineſs. 


{Moſt men in the world are ſo confident of hea- 
Lven, as if they had been born heirs apparent to 
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h2 Crown of glory« as it this new name had 
been given them art their baptiſme, or as if they 


had b:en born with hidden Manna in their 
mouths; 
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months. They never knew what a queſtion or a 


ſcruple wasgnay they wonder that others trouble 
themſelves with them ; as for them, they havea ſi 


connate kind of Plerophory. Theſe fabri fortune 


ſue, have a key to heaven of their own making, þ 


and can go to it when they pleaſe. Theſe crown 


11G! 


themſelves with their own ſparks, and think 


them more glittering and precious then the þ 


White Stonz. 'As if they were Cutods 


figilli, they can ſeal themſelves to the day of þ 


redemption when they pleaſe. Thus do vain 


mA ch-at their.own ſouls: when as *rwere their | 


wiſer way, rather to' commune. with their own 


ſpirits, to criticiz: upon their own hearts, to ſee þ 


what a falſe print they are of, what falle gloſſss 
there bz, what varie /etozes ? what corrupti- 


ons and dzgen2rations from the Original ? whe- 


ther there bz any ſpiritual Idioms? what are 
the genuine works of the ſpirit ? what are ſpu- 
rious and ſuppoſititious? 

2. Give diligence, becauſe thou haſt a dili- 
gent enemy that would fo fain quench thy joy, 
and keep it from flaming into aſſurance. He en» 


vicd the grain of Maſtard-ſeed, when *cwas firſt fic 
ſown : how then does it vex him to ſee it now |} 
ſpread into ſuch goodly branches, that the ſoul: 


Z can build itsneſt ther? He envied thee the firſt 
|, blyſh3ofrhe day, the buddings of the Roſie 
E:, ©. DEPT morn» 


Ae. 
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-. porning 3 that thoſe fair and virgineyelids 
a ſhould open and glance their light upon thee : 
ow then is he ſcorcht with thy fuller Sun- 
tine ? How do his eyes water at thy noon-day 
rightneſs ? He that would have broke thee 
hen thou wert a bruiſed Reed, how would he 
iumph in thy fall, now thou art a ſtately Ce- 
ar? If he could, he vvould have difpirited 
id took up the vigour of that immoral ſeed, 
; which thou wert born again ; He would fain 
ave ſpit his venom into that fincere milk, 
hich ted thy infant-ſoul ; h ow then does he 
{vy thee thoſe lagons of wine, with which 
mn hou art now quickened and enflamed? He 
2e ould fain have hindered the foundation of the 
25 ſkcond Temple, and now he would fain demo- 
i- fh the ſtructure, and down with it evento the 
e- round. 
re | That ſon of the morning fell himſcifnot onl 
1- fom a compleat affurance, but from a poſſ:flion 

telory 3 and that into the moſt cxtreme dark- 
i» {s thar was imaginable, intoa total impoſlibi» 
y, Þy of cver being happy; and now he would ve- 
1 Stain (as much as he can, involve others in 
| Fe ſame condition : But certainly ic docs adde 
w. Fuch of hell ro him, inthat he perceives that the 
at "ons of God are now fixt in an immutable con- 
tiot 3 whereas he was left in fo yoluble a ſtate, 
that gow all that he can poſkibly do is this, to 
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damp their joy for the preſent, to raiſe Clonds, 4 
and ftorms, and tempeſts;And in this that Princeff, 
- of the air does his endeavor to the utmoſt. Andſþ, 
yer Chriſtians may fruſtrate him here too, andþ. 
by a ſtrong and claſping hand of faith, way layf,, | 
ſach faſt hold ofa God in Chriſt, as that theyſp, 
may even make the Devil give over : and co Fj h 
his former, way add: this new deſpair of ever eh, 
clipfing their glory, and may ſend him aways, 

weary as he would be, it he ſhould go about toſ 
interrupt the joy ofa gloritizd Saint, or of one S 
of thoſe Angels thar ſtill dwell in glory.So that 4} 
the more frequent his Alarms ar2, the mor, 
ſhould Chriftians ftand _ their watch, the, 
more ſhould they fortifie themſelves, and leokfy 
to their ſpiritual Panoply : they ſhould fie rd 
the name of the Lord, which is aſtrong Tower$ 
3. Give diligence, beczuſe *cis in a martezr off 
ſo great conſequence : and ro bz d.ccived hr 
will prove the moſt ſtinging aggravation of mi$ 
ſery that can be. The houſe that was bailt ups 
the ſand, great was the fall of it. There is; 
corn Plerochory, a blazing kinde of afl$ 
rance, a bragging kinde of ccnfidence, yall, 
know the name of it, *cis called Preſim pion 
that great devourer of ſouls, that uſes to ilay it 
een thouſands ; *Tis ſo far from beingan Ancho 
as that *cis but a ſwelling and impoſtumarec 
wave 
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-Iwave, which toſſes up the ſoul a while, thar it 
»Jmay fink the deeper. And can there be a er 
<IEmphalis of miſery then this ? Thou tookelt it 
Mor granted, that thou wert in the ready way to 
d haven, and now thou art dropping into hell ir- 
Ypccoverably : Thou expeRed'ft no lefle thena 
oh rown of glory, bart canſt find? nothing but 
Ukhains of darkneſs and a gnawing worm. How 
*Folden was thy dream of happineſs? didft thou 
"Mot fancy the light and beams of heaven ripen- 
Who the truits of Canaan for thee? did'ſt not 
hou think thy f{clf upon the ropof Mount P:;- 
bag}, refrcſhe with ſott and delicate breathings, 
OAking a tull proſpe& ot the beautiful Land of 
TFromiſe ? Nay, didſt not thou think that ſome 
COFfche mk and honey of the Land flowed into 
- [Sy mouth ? That thon wett plucking off green - 
\Epples trem the Trees? Nay, that thou hadft the 
Tory rafics and reliſhes of theOlives and Figs, 
bd Pomerranatts, and Grapes in thy mouth? 
Mit bebold, thou wakeſt, and art ina wilder- 
1PÞ(s, a:noneft Briars and Thorns , amongſt fiery 
© 3 Þrpents, in a dry and thirfty Land , where no 
all-mncf$is! Thou took thar for the whiſper- 
}0he of the Spirit, which was but the hiſling of 
108: Serpent. Thon thought'ſtthy (elf in the ve- 
ay Suburbs of the new Jer: ſalem,in the Temple, 


achofithe ſaubium ſanferumz when as thou wert all 
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_ This while but ian Egypt, in a Babyloy, ina pri- 
ſon, ina Dangeon. 4 hon didft cxa't thy (elf 
like the Eagle, and build thy nelt in the Scars: 
But with what indignation wert thou ſwept 
from thence? How thou art fallen, O Luciferlonf 
ef the m:Twing ! 

3- Conſider what kinde of diligence is requi- 
red. And | 

1. B: diligent in ſel/-reflexion. A clean heart 
chews th: Cud, & ruminates upon its own aQi- 
ons: Give thy heart frequent vitits,and ſee whe: 
ther it keeps that print which the ſealing ſpirit 
ſtampt upon it, read over thine evid-nces ; iff 
there be the leatt blot, waſh it out. Try thy gra 
ces by a Scriptare Sun-beaw. H:ſ{t rnon within 
a continual teat? Why then dot not thou & 
vite thy thoughts thither,rhat chey may be avi} 
fied as with marrow and faine's? Why doſt nofþ 
thon comp?! them to come in? Let them drint 
ſweetneſs out of their own Fountain « let thenff 
blef: the womb that bare them , and the breal 
that gave them ſick. 

Let them be afraid of eniring into thei | 
hearts, that haveno quietnzſs within, unlefs li | 
the Leviathan they can ſport themſelves in a ra * 
ging S:1 that foams out mire and dirc.But thoſſ | 
cantt ftzep ayd bathe thy thonghts 11 a Cali 
and compoſed ſpirit. Why doſt not thuu lite 
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to thine ovvn mufick ? Why doft not thou 

rs:} glance upon thine ovvnbeauty ? Affuratice cons © 
ext liſts in a reflex aQ, and'by ſuch yyorkings *tis | 
ſox} Maintained, 77/dem alitur, quibys grighitur. © 
2. Be diligent in Prayer. Beleeve it; affurance 
11-4 does not come vvith thoſe vveak vviſhes'and* 
| velleities, that are fo frequent in the monrt s O 's 
many, O that we were fure of heaven; of tiappis- | 

neſs! © chat our ſouls were well provided for 1 

O that we knew what ſhould become of themi'ts 
eternity ! Truly theſe are but gaping and yawhe ? 

Ing detires, as it hidden Manna would drop into - 

their mouths. This great blefſing require! - a4 
; wreſtling prayer: The White Stone is given to. 
none but a Conquerour. The ſpirit won't ſee? 
his ſcal to a faint and languithing velleity: An * 
Echo wor't anſwer a whiſperer; a weak voice - ! 
inf} 15 not wortha rebound. LE: 
her The truth is, there ts a grcat deal of Vicinity 1 
aff} and friendſhip, nay I think I mighe fay Conſane. 
guinity, between Affurance and Prayer.” Prayer” 
thet ſhould bz Plerepboria | quedam explicata; Aſhe p. 
: Jik} Fance does mightily enhvenand animate Prayers + 
a r4 and Prayer does 4+7wrwapyite, cheriſh ind mains! © 
tho} tainAfſurance. DPI TT O21 "293 
Calf} Go then unto thy Gad , and be jniportunare” 4 
iſt} with him : beg a ſmile, a glance, abeam of his" © 
face; defire him to take ai worldly thihps a- 
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Pam, unleſs he will fiveeten them with his love, 
2 el him, thou canſt no longer feed upon husks, 
= and-defire him to give thee ſomewhat thar's fir 
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E 1 - a ſoul tolive on. 

be” 2 fe diligent and frequent in communion : 
with thy God. Converting with God putsa [y 
© Jufkre Is radiancy upon the ſoul ; deſcending fo 
” roche Creature, pits a Veil upon that former /J& 
| brightneſs; ſweet and familiar entercourſe with © J! 
= thy. God, puts. thee into the number of his JJ 
{ lends; and friendſhip brings affurance and J1" 
” confidence. along with it. 1a 
=, Would God (doſt thou think?) admit thee 

E Jnto--his moſt fhining 'and beautiful preſence ? 
dhe thus diſplay himſelf to thee, and make 
” known his moſt ſecret treaſures of goodneſs and 
P ſweetneſs unto thy ſou), unleſs he Joved thee ? 
would thy Saviour thus ſmile upon thee?would Þ 
E - he thus nnboſom and unbowel himſelf to thee ? 
- would he thus flouriſh in at the lattices,unleſs he 
were thy ſpouſe ? would he thus kifſe thee with 
" thekiſks of his rw outh? would he tell thee ſo 
much of his minde, unleſs his heart were with 
| thee? would he accept of thy prayers and thy 
* . performances,thy ſpiritual ſacrifices,if he meant F 
+ - to deſtroy thee? didft thou ever know him deal 'Þ 
+ thus deceirfully with any ? would he give 'thy 7 
> Coul ſuch frequent viſits,ſuch gentle breatbings? 4 
M | would Fe 
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would he fo often whiſper to thee, rhatwhich 
the world muſt not hear, if thou wert ant enemy 
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darkneſs, when the Sun looks upon thee ? Canſt 
thou doubt of quenching thy thirſt, when the: 
Lfountain bubblzs out, and flowes upon thee ? 
}-|Canſt thon donbt of liberty in the yeere of Fu= 
* $bi/fe. 2 What is the Dove in the Ark, and yetean 


it finde no reſt to the ſoal of her feet? Canſt thou 


queſtion thy ſafety under the wings of Chriſt?" 
No, whatever it was that put out thy joy, it did' 
firſt eſtrange and alienate thee from thy God. 
And couldſt thou but recover thy former neer- 
neſs to him, thou need*ſt not doubt of the ſame 
ffetionate expreſſions from him. Communion 
with God,'tis that which gives an heavenly and 
; kternalPlerophory;'tis that which maiutains the 
, farance of glorious Angels, & glorified Saints. 
. "And that which takes away all hope from the 
' Bamnzd is this,that they areperpetually banifht, 

\  Errecoverably excommunicat:d from the face of 

heir God : Depart from me, I kyow you not:there 
{more in that then in fire and brimſtons. Bur - 
Bod has ſaid unxo thee, Seek my face, and let 
hy ſoul echo out its reſolution, Thy -face Lord, 
y FT ſeek; for all certainty lowes from God, 
om that fixt and unſhaken Entity , from thar 
d Priginal immurabilicy that is in him. And when 
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as well as they ? canſt thou think thy (elf in". 3 
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od ſets his ſcal unto thee, he prints ſornewhac. 
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J The white Stone. 
”. Ofthigupon thee : And therefore the more God: 
L, givesof himſelf co thee, the more Aſſurance he 
” Fives thee. _ 
 - Go th:ntothe place where his honour dwells, 
oO. to the place where his glory ſhines. You 
- know thatthe Apoſtle Thomas, when he was ab* 
-- ſent from, the Apoſtles meeting, he fell intoa 
”  Crange diftruſt of that which the others were ve» 
- rywellaflired of. Go then to thoſe Ordinan«. 
ces, that drop golden Oil upon the ſoul, and 
make its countenance to ſhine. Hide thy ſelf in 
thoſe clefts of the Rock, that God may make his 
goodneſs paſſe betore thee. God will there beam Þ a 
' out uponthy ſoul, he will warmit with his love, Þ w 
and will then ſeal it tothe day of redempti»'Jj th 
ON. 7 
. Obſerv. 3. - Chyiſtian Aſſurance deſerves jw 
diligence. 'Tis'a miſcrable thing ro toile for {w 
vanity ard emptineſs; to ſowe the winde, and :(e 
to reap the whirlewinde. But to take pains for f T 
happineſs, who would not be willing to this? Fþ 
An 'Ifraclite -that would be loarh to ſpend his} 
time in. gathering ſtubble, would willingly 
ſpend it, in gathering Grapes. A wiſe VirginÞ 
vvill cheartully put in ſo much Oil,as will make 
the Lamp to ſhine. The ſoul will never be weary; 
of gathering hidden - Manna. Affurance wi 
a | very fatistaftory thing; men wake a pref 
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The white Stone. 1 is 


ſent and compleat -acquieſcence ' in| it- . 
x, Confider it in Temporals', what' won't. } 
worldlings do to ſecure their Lands,and Goods, . - _* 
and Eftates ? How do they ſeek for Bonds, and 2 
Seals, and Oaths and Sureties; and yet think all = 
this too little ? They have ſer up an Enſurers +13 
Office, and will ſcarce venture a Ship at Sea,un- 
| | leſs it can have an unqueſtionable Plerophoryi3 - 3 
, | unleſs one will ſecure ir from warres ; 'and ano= © 
. | ther from Rocks ; and a third from windes and _ 
| | tempeſts. Andthis is one of thoſe ſtings and vex= - 
ations which God has pur into temporals, that _Þ 
s || they are fincertain. Many a worldling has pined . 7 
n { away under this very notion, that his riches had 
2, | wings, and could flie away when they lift. And 
i» | this was the reaſon , why the Epicures were all 
| tor enjoying the preſent moment; becauſe that 
28 | wasall they were certain of; and therefore they 
or | would have devourcd and ſoopt up the quinteſ- 
nd {ſence of all happineſs in a T3 31 if they could. 
of | Fhus Anacreon = 76 olkzeger prides fol, The av- 
g? Yer ris 3236, And this was that which made the 
hisÞH-athen ſo angry with fortune, a goddeſs of 
glyJtheir own framing, becauſe ſh: put them al- 
ginfwayes upon blind uncertainties. This mad? the 
akefſproicks to run into the other extreme; to fix 
aryÞthemſelves in an unevitable certainty,in a sullen 
wheceflicy, coanchor upon fate, rather then to bs 
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110 Thewhite Stone. 

left to a wavering contingency. "att 
 -* -2 Affarance in latellefuals is very ſatisfato- 
xy. Theres nothing that tortures the ſoul more 
FO RUE ſcruples and- difficulties ; it makes” it to 

dwell like a Lilly among thorns, 

The Scepticks were a perpetual wrack to 
themſelves. Objections flie like duſt into che 
fouls eye, and ſometimes 'tis fain to weep them 

-- oat. How does it vex the Naturaliſt that his 

” head is ſonon-pluſl, as that he muſt flie to the 

refuge ofan occult quality ? How impatient was 

Ariſtotle, what boylings and toſlings in his breaft 
more then in Exripus, becauſe he could not give. 

a fall account of the ebbing and flowing of that 

river?He threw himſelf into it, as if he thought 

to finde more reſt there then in his own ſpirit, 
diſcompoſed only with this uncertainty. Every 
| queſtion cheeks the underſtanding, and makes it 
* removealittle from certainty, as the learned 
Verulam obſerves.Every queſtion *tis ſome grace 
-to errfour, and ſome repulſe to truth. | 
Bat how ſweetly does the minde reliſh thoſe | a 

firſt and common notions, that carry anative | 
light, and convincing evidence and certainty in 

them, and won't give the ſoul leaveto doubt? | 

and how does it bathe it ſelf in thoſe cryſtalline þ; 

ſtreamings out, thoſe pure derivations of ſecon» 
dary notions, that freely bubble out from = ; 


. 


MN» 


eſe 
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fountain-principles, : which for their certai 
ſometimes arc honoured with the name of axt= 
oms?- And ſome give this rule for a triatand 
touchſtone of notions : Whatſoever propofitt- 
on the minde does fully cloſe with, that is un- 


Ay true, becauſe the mindecarin'r reſt 


atisfied but with certainty. And that which 


tt gives but an + arte” and imprfetaſſent to, 
ts but probably true. 


ow though ſometimes a 
falfiry may come under the fair diſguiſe of an 
apparent certainty, yerthis is alſo ſire, that the 
minde cannot ſofally and ſweetly acquieſce in  ;} 

an apparent certainty, as in a real certainty. As 


neither canthe will fo fully cloſe with an appa= . 5 


rent good, as with a real good; for in realities 
there isa ſure Entity at the bottom, which is a 
Jaft foundation for appearance , whereas the o- 
ther is a meer colgar, a ſurface, a ſhadow. And 
the more perfe® any intelleAual being is, the 
more of certainty it has. 

Oar knowledge therefore here is but cloudy 
and enignatical, ſhadowy and in a glafſe. The 


nearer to God any being is, the more it has of 
certainty. And therefore th2 Angels and Spirits 


'that ſee God face to face, are ſatisfied with his 


Image. Trath then plucks off her veil, pulls off 
{her mas, that the ſoul may ſalute her. And this 
[is the great Prerogative of that infinite and ſu- 
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Peeam Being, God himſelf, that he has an inde- 
dant 6 pho certainty , and beholdsall 
ings and motions of -being paſt, preſent, and 
to comeg. without the leaſt fhadow of yariation. 
And thoſe things which poſe created beings,are. 


| | principlesareto ours. The very intimate forms 
” of beings are naked and anatomized before him. 


them rolling an 
:. upanddown in uncertainties , ſometimes even 
| queſtioning him in his wayes and his dealings, 

+ while as hereſts in a full and abſolute Omnitci- 
} ence. And thisis his great goodneſs, that he al- 
 lowes uscertainty in thoſe things that concern 
Fy our welfare and happineſs. _” 
| __ 3. In fpirituals and eternals, afſyrance is very 
fatisfaftory. Religion ſhould be above ſyllo- 
giſmes and diſputings. Spiritual notions ſhould 
have the ſeal of God in their forcheads; they 
arenot tobe ſtruck like ſparks out of a flint:but 
are to ſpring like light from the Sunz they are to 
* flow like ſtreams from the Ocean. And Princi- 
' ples ofReligion mult be built upon a Rock, up- 
'. on the moſt ſure and unqueſtionable grounds 
that can be. Men that build for eternity , had 
need-to lay the foundation fare, and they muſt 


©; 


niore- plain and obvious to his eye, then firſt, ' 


* -  Helooksdown Tn the Sons of men , and ſees 
fluftuating, toſt and tumbled. 


build gold and precious ſtones upon the founda- | 
% | : | tiong 
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| could never content themſelves with a fair pro- 
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tion, thar which hasaſolidity , anda firm cev- 
 tainty init. And if thiswere obſerved, - 


1- You would not have fach jarres and &di- 
viſions inthe Church. Yo: would: notibe fo 
much - troubled with the noyſe of: Axes and 
Hammers. Impoſing things queſtionablz as 
certain , 'is agreeable to that ſpiritz which al- 


| Jowes no other affurance but this, that their 


Church is the true Church. bi 
2. The mixing and blending of Religion with 

uncertainties, is that which does emaſcwlate,and 

diſpirit, and endanger it; *tis a daſhing the wine 


- with water ; *tis an adulterating the gold with - - | 


drofle, fo as it won't endure the fiery Triall. 

3- The taking up Religion upon uncertain 
grounds, does put men upon an odious lukes 7 
warmneſsand neutrality ; for men can't be zea=_ | } 


| lousfor a thingthey doubt of. It puts them up- ® 


on vartableneſs and unconſtancy, upon the very 
brim of Apoſtafie ; and (it may be) plunges 
them into it. Nay, it ſtrongly tends to Atheiſm. - ! 
ſome do ſo long queſtion, which is the true Re- - * 
ligion, as that at length they reſolve to have » 


 noneat all. 


4: The leaving the ſucceſs of Religion un- 
certain, dozs damp and cool the fpirits of men. 
The learned moraliſts amongſt the Heathen, 


ba- 


TLy30O | 
bability only of ſummun bom, but did fpin-it | 
out to an imaginary cert#inty.The Stoiks would 
have a domeſtick Plecophory, th:y muſt b2 an- 
avoidably happy ; A mzer certainty won'e ſuf- 
fice them, itmuſt be condens'd incoa neceflityA 
- wiſe man with them muſt irrevzrfibly ſeal up 
himſelf to happinzs: And ſo though he were 
in Phalaris his Bull, he muſt glory and eriumph 
and fing Hallelujahs.. Bat the fa'rer Moralifts, 
were willing to dep:nd more upon the bounty 
| - ofheaven, which yet they Tookt upon as a ſure 
| and unqueſtionable thing; nay, they pleaſed 


” ehemſglvesnor only: in a Plerophory, but in a 


preſent poſſ:fiion. For you know vertue with 
them was Precox beatitudo, as grace with us is 
glory not fally ripz. And ſerenity of natural 
conſcience was their hidden Mannaz their white 
Stone. Thus were they fain to ſtill their ſouls in 
ſome ſhadows and appearances of certainty.This 
ſweetned Socrates his Cicute, and made him a 
chearful Martyr for Philoſophy. 

And all wicked men that go on merrily and 
| ſecurely in their wayes, do frame ſome imagina- 
” ry certainty tothemſelves; which (it may be) ' 
' they found upon ſure principles, but falſly ap- 
plyed as this, That God is merciful, or the. 

1RkCs 
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- All this I bring to ſh:w that the ſoul does 
| catch 
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catch at certainty-and aſſurance, an&will reſt 


fatisfied with nothingelſe. For, for men'to ap- 
prehend themſelves uncertain of-hapyi 


weuld not ſome. (do you think) chooſe rather 
to be certain of a tolerable miſery, thento bein 
continual ſiſpenſe of happineſs? And traly ſuch 


' mien as have no affurance of obtaining this great 


end of their being, they are of all Creatures moft - 


miſerable. 2 "_ 
The Foxes have holes, and the birds 6f rhe - 


air have neſts, and ſhall not the Sons of men have 
where to lay their heads? Every being laves cer 
tainty : How do Naturals combine togethzr and 
unite their forces, that they may ſecure thernw 
ſelves by an happy aſſociation? Nature will have 
a Pleropbory, won't admit of avacurm, the leaſt 


ſchiſme and rupture would prove fatal, 'and pat #® 


it upen uncertainties. Sir Francs Bacon ſpies 
thisin thoſe fallings down of water, that thred 
and ſpin themſelves into ſach fl:nder ftillicids, 
that thus they may preſerverheir continnuity,and. 


| when they can reachno longer ſo,. then they fall 


in as plumpand round a figure as they can. 


And if every Bing loves afſurance;then ſure» * 


iy ſuch a noble Being as the ſoul of man,cannot 
be ſatiated with a changeable good ; it can'thix 
it ſelf upon-a moveable centre. Immortality is 
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neſs, what' ' © 
1s it elſe bue to be for the preſent miſcrable?Nay, _ 
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= neer a kinto immutability,.Bzfides , if it were 


in the meantime haſt an overflowing Pleropho- 
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only this, that the ſoul did doubt of happineſs, 


Fit werea light burdzn; but there is neceſſarily - 


conjoyned with this'a fear of extreameſt miſery, 


' - Nowfor a ſoul to be p:rpetuilly hovering be- 
- Ewixt heaven and hell; nay, to have far more 


ground to fear th one, thent» hope for the 0- 


' . ther, and ſototremble at the very thoughts of e- 
ternity ; is not this a piece of the gnawing 
| worm. & muſt the ſoul live in this pzrpetual fla _ 
- very? Isthere no r:demprion from it? Did not. 
- Chriſtcome to take away this ſting amongſt the 
- reſt Didnot h: come to draw thee to himſelf,co 


quiet thee in his own boſon? Return thee to thy 


£ my ſorf!R:turn to thin2Ark,O myDovel 
And lookuponthisGoſpel-Plerophory, as one 
.of thoſ: great priviledgzs that were purchaſed 
* for -thze by a Saviour. For s. By this, thy 
| fol, thy darling, "cis fully provided for, 


for eternity. Tay lot is falne to thee in afair 


- ground, and thou haſt a goodly heritage; could | 


thy ſoul operrits mouth any wider? could thy 
ſoul d:fir2 any mare then this, to b2 ſure of bee 
ing for ever conpleatly happy ? What would 
the damned in h2ll Par a poſlibility of hap» 
pinz6? What would ſom: woanded ſpirits give 
for good hopzs and probabilities ? when as thou 
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ry. What would the one e1ve for a drop to cool . 


- Virgin-ſoul that is here affpred and contrafted, 7 


tion of its God, for a full conſummation of its 
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« 7 


their tongue ? What would the ather give fora | 7 
pure ſtream to waſh their bleeding foul, ? When - * 
as thou all the while art bathing in the Four» 
tain, art ſailing in the Ocean, art ſwimming in *' 
the Rivers of pleaſure. Thine underſtanding may 
wall reſt ſatished, for 'ris ſure to fixits eye upon 
an eternal beauty ; upcn the face of its God. _ 
Thy will may reft it ſelf- in the embraces of its 
deareſt obje& : for *tis eſpouſed to the faireſt 

ood, and is ſure to enjoy it with an indiflolu= 2; 

l- union. Thy purer ard more refinedatfe&tis } 
ons may ſport themſelves in the Sun-beams of 
keaven. There may thy love warm and mieltie 
ſelf, and there may thy joy dance andexult. *All -* 
that thou: haſt to do here below, is this; Thy © 


mult wait a while for the Nuptials, for a full-fru- 7 


oy. F 
; A This muſt needs ſweeten all preſent condi> Þ 
tionsto thee. Eat then thy bread with joy 3 and 
drink thy wine with a merry heart 3 for God 
accepts thy perſon, and ſmells a ſweet edonr in ©? 
thy tacrifice. Are there any pearls in the Gof- - 
pel? thoumay'ſ lay claim to them. \s there ' 
any balm in Gilead? thou haſt aſhare in it.' Are ; 
there any Goſpel-priviledges? thou knoweſt # 


they 3 


. ”- thts. a 


124 The white Stone, 
”- theyarethinc, and arc intended for thee. Does 
> God beſtow temporals uponthee ? thou know- 
| eft thathe firſtdips-them in love and ſweetneſs. 
| Mount Gerizim is thy portion : And how art 
thou above waves when as ſome ate ſhipwrackt, 
others are tafed and difquiered ; thou haſt an 
yproteftion in all thy wayes. | 
- 8: Thou art fecure againſt the frowns of the 


| -world,for heaven ſmiles upon thee. Thou may'ſt * | 


at the falſe judging and eſteems ofmen. 


- Jrmaybe, the world brands; I, but the fpirit 
© eals. It may be the ſeed of the Serpent hiffes; 1, 
 buttheholy Ghoſt breachs. What, though thou 
-  bee@fourty years ina Wildernefſe 2 Nay, what 
© "though ' thou beeſt ſeventy years in Babylon ? 
Won't Canaan, and won't the new Feruſalem 
.  makeamends for all ? 

* 2. Thouartſecure in times of jadgement.As 
| Fobſpzaks of the Leviathan, The ſword of him 
- that layes at him cannot hold , the ſpeare, the 
© dart, nor the habergeon. The arrow cannot 
- makehim flze, darts are counted as ſtubble ; he 
laughs at the ſhaking of the ſpear. Who is like 


” kim upon the earth, one that is made without: 


fear'?: When God thanders npon the men of 


the world, he ſpeaks bur in a ftill voice to theey | 


hedarts lightening flaſhes in their faces; bur Fo 
Rf lifts 


- . F | . COIs. 3. 
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lifts up the light of his countenance 4 pon thee. 
Judgements are intended for the ſweeping as 
way of Spiders webs, not for the ſweeping a- 


9 ROTO 


way of Geds own Jewels. Or. .if they be en» 
volved ina common calamity, yet how Is it 
Polled up in ſweetneſs tothem £ when as the Ov 
ther can teſte nothing but gall and wormwood. 
Their body ray be toffed a little inthe world, - 
but their ſoul Hes ſafe at Anchor. 


'F 3: Inthehoure of death. Thou knoweſt that 


providence then, means only to break the ſhell, 
that it may have the kernel. Let them wemble 
at the knockings and approaches of deathy that 
know not what ſhall become of their precious. 
ſouls : Men who through the feat of death,have 
been all their life-time ſubje& unto bondage ? 
But thou way it ſafely trample upon the Adder, 
and play in rhe Cockatrices Den. The Martyrs 
(you know ) did thus, when they embraced the 
flames, and con plenicnted with Lions, and de- 
voured torments, rd came to them with an 
appetite. Afſurance of the love of Gcd in Chriſt, 
this and ncthing but this pulls out the ting: of 
ceath. *Tis true, that death has1cft itsfting in 
reſpect of all that are in Chriſt ; but yet ſuchas 
know not that they are jn Chriſt, fear dezth till 
& if ith:d aſting: Only an aſſured Chriſtian 
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Affurance fills he ſoul with praiſe and 


” beartwithjoy, and thy meuth with praiſe, A 
|  FAdoubting Chriſtian is like a bird entangled and 
| ina ſnare, the ſoul has not its comfort, nor 
© God hasnot his praiſe : But an affured Chriſti 
 - anislikeaBird ac liberty, that flics aloft, agd 
 fingsmoſtcheartully; It begins thoſe Hallelyabs 


— 


- In tignc that muſt laft for ever; It breaks out in- 


 . foul, and all that is within me, blefle bis holy 
_ Name. 


Obſerv.. 4. The fourth and Jaſt Obſervation 
which was propoundzd out of the Text was : 
That the way to make our Clecion ſure, 
is frſf to make our Calling ſure, And 


ing,your Ele&ion : Methodus Analytica beſt be- 
coming Creatures. 
| Many 


where is thy 


Þ- | 

\ thankfulneſs. The real preſence of a mercy is | 
not enough, but there muſt be the appearance of 
a mercy, and the ſenſe of it, before it fill thy 


| -. tothe Pſenifts language, Bleſſe the Lord, O my || 


this is ſufficiently warranted from the juſt or- |: 
der and method of this Apoſtolical exhortation, | 
Make your Calling and EleGion ſure ; Firſt your Þ 
Calling, then your Ele&ion; and by your Calk |}; 
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' Many have handled this point at largez Þ.. 
| hall doit very briefly, aid 1 ſhall giveyou alt © } 

that I intend to ſpeak to it in theſe ſx particue' "23 
} lars. |, ', "of 
. |. Ele&ion in it ſelf is ſecret and myſterious.” 2 
| For x. it is from eternity, and-ſo there was 
f } none could know it but God alone 3 none ® 
L | could know Eletion but he that 'made an 
LY Elin. A Being that is ſpanned by time, 4 
4 Cannot reach to what was done from everlaſt-- "if 
7 - Ing: You cannot imagine that non-entity fhould 
bs 
JJ 
ol 
yy 


Tiſten and hear what was whiſpered in the ſecret” 2 
'Councel of Heaven. Thou goeſt only by the 
' Clock of time ; but thoſe decrees were written Þ} 
With an eternal Sun-beam ; thon rurneft up thy 
houre-glafſe of time, but theſe were meaſured 
by an ivfinite duration. Was it poflible that E- 
 ſaunot' born {ſhould ſee God frowning on him 3 
'or that Facob ſhould perceive: a ſmile ? Thou 
art as far from meriting Ele&ion as anon-enni- 
| ty,and'thou art as far from knowing it as a non= 
nd entity. 2. God has aminde to keep it ſecret, 
and therefore he has ſet a ſeal upon it ; not only 
lh Ya ſeal of certainty, but a ſeal of ſecrecy. You 
know creatures chemithves have their cloſet- : 
determinations 3 men have their thoughts un» 
der lock and key ; they have not windows into 
one anothers breaſts, much lefle into the breaſt 
- I po of 


As s 
q A lo SE) 
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he das ha 


+ of aDeity. Thou canſt riot fathom ſometimes 
*  #ſhallow creature, and doſt thou think to reach 
' tothe bottom of infinite depths? Has God gi= 
© ven thee ſecret ſprings of working; has he made | |; 
> the wheels and motions of thy ſoul ſecret, and | | 
 "undifcernable, and may he not have the ſame 


_ 
," «. 


= priviledge himſelf ? So then, if God has put a | 
- vail upon EleCtion, do'ſt thou think to ſee into, | | 
bk it? When he has ſhut and'claſp't the book of 
” Life, do'ſt thou think to open it andread it? R 
1h, Vocation comments uponEle&ion. Gods | , 
| decrees, that were ſet from.everlaſting, do bud | 
{ and blofſow, and bring forth fruic in time. E- | x 
| Lion buds ina promiſe, and bloſſoms in an Þ + 
offer of grace. The Book was written-before the | 5 
” ' foundations of the world were laid ; but itwas | c 
| not publiſht till God himſelf gave it an Iupri- | x 
 matur, The Letters was dated from eternity 3 the | A 
Superſcription was writ {in'time, in Vocation. |} q 
Now you know though the Letter be,writ farſt, | ;, 
yet the Saperſcription. is read firſt by him that | 
receives the Letter. *Twas decreed frometernity | 41 


that DN:creesſhould beknown in time. And the | a, 
47 Aﬀtgs 14 1$ X29 6, Ye vg TM; ual, the fulneſs is 
of time, is the time when Gods decrees are fuk Þ 
fllzd. When the :d:crees of God are ripe, ther | 
Þe lets rhe ſoul tafte them 3 and then they are | 
Gveeteſt,' Then thou percciveſt that thou By by 
EE, ER | whic 
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veſſel of honour, when God puts thee upon an + 
honourable imployment.: That fountain of love 
which ran under ground for everlaſting, bubbles * © 
upand flowes to thee in time. That MS bid | 
$90- that was in Ele&ion , becomes. ah@ 7 
@gpeans in Vocation. Thus thoughts of men,. 
when they would appear, they pat on words, 
they take wings to themſelves and flie away..  ** 
ITI. There is a ſtrif and an inſeparable con». 
nexion betwixt El:&ion and Vocation. For 
who is there that can blaſt the decrees of Heaven, 
or-who can reverſe the Seal of the Almighty? 
Who can break one link of this golden chain? 
| To befſure, 'tisnot in the power of created Be= 
; | ings to evacuate and annihilate the Counſels of 
$ | God. A creature, as it had no influence upon 
* | Ele&ion, ſo neither has it any power toalter it. 
& | A ſhadow docs nat alter: the Sun, but rather 
» } ſhews you what time of the day it is. And then 
| to be ſure God himſelf will not reverſe bis own 
it | ſea). Nulla eft btura' in decretis ſapientum, (ay 
y 
16 


the Stoicks ; @ wiſe man will ſcorn to blot our 

© | any thing, Nulle ſunt liture inlibro vite. God 

1s } is ſo full of light, as that there is no ſhadow of 

b | change inbim. Therefore, has God pickt thee 
et } outas a Jewel, and laid theeup in a ſecret 

re | fitory, in the Cabinet of his ſecret counſel? He 

will then bring thee our , and ſh:w thee in timez 


I 2 he 


"COMES © OO} IE Te De 
'E bt ed %5 OY \ $8 


Es ” "we P® 
” * REO: 
S- FI ” =” > TY % ; pg a” 
\ fa . 2A 
Fj : '* 
» BS: 


F nee” 14 apt, 19 rerun; *%s 5h Ke 00% +; | « digs Ti ay 
Ty.» 23 3: "0 
' - 0 ? _— -* * -% | 
The white Stone 
Ll 


Þ he means to poliſh thee , and put a loſtre upon 
thee; hz means to ſet thee as a Diamond in his 
” Ring, and to put thee upon the hand of a'. Savi- 
our. Did God from all eternity reſolve to ſet 
© _theeasa captive ſoul at liberty? Truly then thou 
 nedeſt not doubt, but that he will in rime break 
open the priſon-doorsz and beat off thy chains | | 
 andthy fetters, and give thee full inlargemem. | . 
Þ God has bean preparing a feaſt for thee from ec | | 
” verlaſting, a feaft of ſweet and fat things, a refi- | | 
E ned, an Evangelical feaſt : To be ſurethen he | | 
will invite thee in time ; he will ſtand at thy | ; 
door and knock 3 nay, he will compel thee to | | 
come into it. God glanced an eye of love upon | , 
| thee, when thou layeſt hid in the barren wombe | x 
| ofnothing; to be ſurethen in timehe means to | , 
* wooe thee, and to win thee, and to eſpouſe thee 
to himſelfin faithfulneſs and in trath. : 
I V. EleCtion and Vocation,though in reſpe&t | 
d 
b 
n 
® 
b; 


| III 


of us they have gradual and climbing accom- 
pliſhments 3 yet in reſpeWt of God they are e- 
qually preſent. For there is no iccefhon in e- 
*ternity. There can beno Prius & poſterins where 
there was no beginning. *Tis true, that our infi- 
| nite __ as they cannot ſufficiently graſp an 
+  -Infinitecſſ:nce, fo neither can they meaſure ah Ip, 
© Infinite Duration. And therefore, our wdey 
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ſtandings put many times ſeveral periods theres _* 


Where there ought not to'be the leaſt Commay 
becauſe we ſpan out things by our own narrow 
Daration. 2 | | 
 ForDaration is nothing elſe but permanentis 
in eſſe , a.continuation and abiding in Bzinggthe 
ſpinning out of Entity : And therefore. as the 
ſoul cannot ſee the face of God, ſo neithercan it 
ſee the vaſineſs of nis Daration,. which is a des 
juate and commenſurate to.the Degree of his 


neity.' So that we being bur of y:ſterday, are 


not competent Judges of Eternity. And as the 
ſoul impriſ6:d in a body,can but darkly coceive 
of. ſpiritual Beings,and cannot behold the laſtre 


&) oriency of an Angel, nor it cannot behold its 


own beauty, much Icfle is it able to behold the 
glory ot God himſelf: So being here converſant 
with tranſient things that have their Orcum &: 
Occaſum, their Fluxum -& Refl:xum, their 
Spring and Atumne , rheir bounds. and their 
bottom 5 and dwelling among temporals ; *cis 
nat ſo well acquainted with Fe vaſt Duration 
of eternity... And yet it can far better behold the 
back parts of Eternity, thenthe face of it ; Eter- 
tzrnity, 4 parte pof then Ecernity a parte ante 3 
b=caufe the ſoul it felt ismeaſured by thatDa- 
ration. Whereas only that one ſupreme Bing, 
Gad himſelf has the compleatueſs and pertc&ti- 
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on of eternity. No wonder then that our under- 
Nandings yur ſeveral periods there, where there 
ought-notto be the leaſt comma, becauſe we ſpan 
out. things by our own Daration ; that which 
bubbles trom eternity, comes o—_— us in 
-  tirne. Bur Vocation is as eternal asEle&ion; In 
* . TefpetofGod, Facob was as ſoon called as he 
-- Ivaschoſen, and thatnot only inrefpett of the 
ſecret counſel and decreeof God ; butwwhenſo- 
ver God doesaQtually call Facob,he callshim ab 
Zteruo; for Etcrnity is not at all ſp:nt and ex- 


haufted by continiante; 'butis alwayes' i: vigore' 
viridi. *Tis a flouriſhing D.ration that never 


Withers nor decayes.Indeed Vocation'is nothing 
elſe but Ele&ion pulling off her veil, and ſmi- 
ling upon the ſoul, and telling her that God 
loves her, and manifeſts and diſplayes his love 
to her. | 

V. It is altogether irregular and anomalous 
for the foul. 1. To pric into EleCtion, 'Tis dan- 


-  perousto tread on the higheſt round firſts and 


here it is impoſſible. Thus the ſoul forgets that 
itis acreature, it forgets its own Duration, and 


would be meaſuring it ſelf by Eternity. The 


windows of the ſoul-muſt be ſer ogen for the. 


entertaining of ſuch light as does more imme- 
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mult cloſe and'comply with "IDE ob,c&Hs as are 


| bet proportioned-ro it. Now you know that 


thoſe things whiclare firſt intelligible in their 


ownnature, yet arenot alwayes firſt preſented 
tothe view and eye of the (on. For wharſoever. * 
is firſt in Being may firft be known ; Entity be- 2 
ing the root and jft foindation of intclligibt- © 


lity. And yet ſometimes ſccondary and junior 


Entity is fain to prepare the way like a 7obn 


Baptiſt for one that comes after it, and yet was in 
worth and/being before it. _ | 
; Thus ſometimes the cauſesof things Ink, ard 
hecoticht, they hide their heads, only a little 
fotriſh our at the Latreſſee, ,peeping out of an 


effet or two. Thus the Text may be in He= 3 


brew, when the Commentary is in Latine3 
many may underſtand the one, that cannot read 
the othzr. Elztion, it is the Original; Voca+ 


ticri, *tis the interlineary gloſſ? «f the help of 3 
weax-bzginners. It God thould let thee fee into; , 1 
Ele&ion before Vocation, it were the cnly way - 2 


to fruſtrate and diſappoint his own decree. Fur 
if God ſhduld ſhew thee thy name in the Book 
of Life, before thy heart were changed and re- 


newed ; what would this bur. make thee fin } 
more ſecurely, and turn his grace into xanton- 2 
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» neſs? Whereas the wiſdom of God never de- 
- -termines the end, but it alſo determines the 
-. means ; and as theend is alwayes glorious, ſo 
> alfoare the means powerful and efficaciohs. 
> Now thou canſt not more clearly demonſtrate 
* that thou art in agood tendency and proximity 
= to theend, then by a thankful uſe and ſeaſona- 
= ble application of the means. And what do the 

= do but lay a ſnare for their own ſouls,that catch: 
and entangle rhemſelves with ſach a deſperate 
fallacy as this is; If webe eleted, we ſhall he- 
unqueſtionably ſaved ; and it we be not eJefted, 
wethall be unavoidably damned, and ther-fore 
- we may do what we liſt. O what a bold: and 
> blaſphemous inference is 6his ! Whac is this elſe, 
” but todiſtil the rankeſt poiſon out of the richelt 
” and moſt {$eraigncordi:l? To kindle Hzll out 
E of a ſpark of Hzavenly truth , which if it were 
” blown upgently by th ſpirit that breathed it, 
and kept within its j:ift bounds; 'twould only 
= cheere, quicken and cnliven the ſou]. B:cauſe 
 thon loſt not as yet know whether thou art a 
t- Veſſ:1 of honour, wilt thou therefore preſent- 
» ly daſh thy elf in pieces? becauſe thou doſt 


© ſhalc come ſafe to the Haven, wilt thou therefore 
F court the waves, ruſh upon a Rock, and 
— make 


” not for the preſent certainly know that thou 


| 
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make Shipwrack of faith - and a —_ — 
ence? would'ſt thqu do thus in temporals? 
Why , thou doſt not know how long thou ſhale - 
live, the number of thy dayes is certaiuly' f 
and thy time . is an appointed and de Y 
time : wile thou therefore refuſe to lean wpon * ; 
the ſtaffe of bread ? Wilt thou not repaite * 
thine carthly and decaying Tabernacle 2 Wile ©. 
thou not [maintain theOil in the cruze ? that _ ; 
Balſamum radicele , with ſuch freſh ſupplies as * 
_are afforded to thee? Wilt thou break ay; 
glaſſe ip pieces, becauſe thou canſt not tell how 
lopg it will run. 

Is it not a _P that God vouchſafes thee | 
the means ? wo ſhould thou diftru& of > 
obtaining the end, more then any other 2.” 
Ther2 is not a Curtain. thar hides EleQion 
more from thee then from any other; ls | 
equally hid to all, till it ſhine forth ups 
ſome in the uſe of means z» till the Curtain. 
be drawn , and then it will equally ſhine _— 
upon thee , if thou uſeſt the ſeme.means. f "4 
all ſhould argue as thou, doſt, there® 
1- would! none be ſaved ; if all men, wh 
cauſe EleRtion- is abſolute and uncertaine , 
ſhould reſolve to live - as they lift : 
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who wonld then' ſet hisface towards Canaan? 
 whorewould God have any glory in'the worlt? 
-Whar woukd become of his grcathame? but he 
; will root out ſuch an unfavory principle as this 
- out ofthe hearts of all thatlove him ; and 
Fn wrath which 4s made a fatal tumbling- 
© block to ſome, ſhall prove a f1id formdarion 
- :0F Foy andfwectacfs unto them. The very poſſi- 
ok of Exftionfhould baniſh all fxchthoughts 
F : nstheſe, Who can tell but God may have been 
$ untothee, and have fixt an eye of love 
Tx 2: Oh then breath after him pant and 

for him , deſire him to exprefſe his niinde 

1 Digeooal barre hts love to thee. 

" Befiiew though thou dot not know Ele&ion; 
Gol mcer lovedo nothing? Thongh thy God 
i ' did not interid' to plorifi thees yet- thou 
| houldeſ intend to glorifiz himz Thong'r he 

* not 'chafe thee for his-Servant , yer' thon 
= chaſe him for thy Ford. There is 
Wort rin hint, though thetebe none in thee: = 
© Rofolve that into what condition ſocver he 
om thee, though/into Hdll icfelf, that there 
C- tion wilefore him and there thon wile praiſt 

ponkin andfong fer him ; that-cherethonk wiltas 
*:dore andihonour lima, and wilt: grieve only for 
| hk that thou canſt honour hint no more ; on 
thou 
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thou wilt admire his goodneſs to others, his 3 
juſtice to thee 3 I, and his goodneſs tothee too, 
that layes lefle upon thee then thou deſerveſt. © 
' Such thoughts as theſe would make hell it ſelf 

lightſem. | bk 

VI. As Ele&ion is ſecret and neptiertody {6 
Vocation may be cakily known. That Aﬀrolo= - 
er was deſervedly laught at, that was fo in- +. 
enſely gazing upon the Stars, ſo admiring their -; 
twinkling beauticsy as that unawares he tumbled 
into the water 3 whereas before, if he had but _ _ 
been | pleaſed to look ſo low as the water y. he. .. 
might have ſcen the Stars there repreſented in 
that Cryftal glaſſe. Such as will needs be prying * 
into the Stars, that will aſcend up into heaven, 
and gaze upon EleQion; they do but dazle their -: 
yes, and ſometimes by this are overwhelmed im; ; 
ths depths of Satan : whereas they might eaſily - 
ſce the Stars in. the water; they might ſee EleQis 

on in Sanctification, in Regeneration. Now * 

Vocation does plainly and cally ar by that. ? 

great and eminent alteration which it brings a= 

long with it, Ic isa powerful Call, 'tis an audi- 
ble and quickening voice 3 'the voice of the firſt -- 

Trumpet that awakens'men out of the graves, + 
' and makes them DapPJs bY having their part in.” 
the firſt RefurreRion 3 -greatand ſudden alteras 7 

| t10ns+ 


ks _e uÞ a 
a IE v.% , os OO TOY EH 
os $. & *%a- het _ Vs he 2 oe 
EE 2. 4 f. Ss 
+ "x, % + © 4 F: 


The white Stone. 
E tions they ar2 very diſcernable. Naw here is a 
{ moſtnotorious, and ſignal change wadey 014 
| things ate paſt away, and all things are become 
ew : Here isa change from dzath 9 lite, from' 
” darknefs to light; and what more diſcernable 
”” then chis? Aliving man may know that he is a- 
> live, and that without any further proof or dez 
© monſtration, whateverthz Scepticks old or,new 
” would -perſwade us to the contrary 3 Will you. 
= notallow a man to be certain that he lives, rill 
a jury.of lite and death hath paſt upon him1P-. . 
Could not the blind man in the Goſpel 
© (think you) perceive when his eyes were open- 
ed? could he not eafily tell that noy he could 
& ſeeanddilcern-variety of objetts? or muſt. he 
only conjedt:r: that he ſees, and guelſz ataSun- 
Pb:am 2 muſt he ſtill atnoon-day go groping in 
E ncertainties. And isthere nor an eatie and furs 
© cf:rence between thoſe thick veils and ſhadows 
ofthe night, b:tween thoſe dark and Echiopick 
Hooks, and the virgin blaſhzs of che morning ;' 
Fthoſ b:amifil cy:-lids of th: day ? The ſmi- 4 
) ings and fLowerngs oat of lighc,much more the 
” advancement of light-to its Zznich and Noon- 
P ay-glory ? And why then Can'Ot An IntelleQn- 
all eyedidcern as well, 'that now it ſees ?. that 
now it looks upon God: with an cye 0: oy | 
W... Wi 
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' with an eye of faith, with aneye of confidence? | 
and that now God looks upon him with an eye 
of tenderneſs and compaſſion , with an eye of. 
graceand favour, with an eye of delightand ap» * 
probation ? Who but an Anaxagoras will go » 2 
about to perſwade a man to disbelieve his eyes? BA 
and if a.corporal eye deſerve ſuch credit why+- 
may not a ſpiritual eye then exp:& asmuch ? 7? 
þ Say ot then in thine heart, Who ſhall aſcend mto * 
J heaven, to brizg down Aﬀlurance from above who * 
.ſhall unclaſp the Book of Life that is ſealed, and '# 
| turn thee to thy name? or who ſhall bring thee” 7 
a Certificate that is written there ? Behold, it is 
nigh thee, even in thy heart : The work of grace: 
; there, the Law written on the tables of thine 2 
" heart, by the finger cf the ſpirit is the exemplifi-3 
| cationand counterpane of that Decree ; the ſa-;® 
feſt wayzthe beſt way, the only way to make ſuve; # 
of EleCtion, is firſt to make ſure of thy Vocatis = 
on 3 Make your Calling aud Eleftion ſures © 
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